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Lot gidi thigu

Ban co tin ring c6 mot THE GIOI BEN
DUOI dang tdn tai dudi mot tdng ham. Nguoi
& do goi ching ta la NGUOI TU THE GIOI
BEN TREN!

Cau chuyén bit dau tir tAng ham nha Eric.
Trong mot lan don dep ting ham, ba nguoi
ban than Eric, Julie va Neal trong thé gioi clia
ching ta da “lo” phat hién ra mot thé gioi duoi
long dit - X s& Droon. Tt do nhtng ric réi
va nhimg cau chuyén ky quic da lien tuc xay ra
voi ba ban nhoé.

Thé gioi Droon la noi cu tru cta cic phu
thay, nhting sinh vat khic thuong; 1a xt s& ctia
nhing phép mau va nhtng loi nguyén khung
khiép. Lac vao Droon, ba ban nhé da tinh co
can du vao cudc do stc khdéc liet gitta hai thé
luc chinh nghia va ta 4c; phat hién duoc nhing
bi mat vé mdi lien he ddng so gitta THE GIOI



BEN DUOI va THE GIOI BEN TREN; chu du
qua nhtng vung dit la lung nhu thanh phd tang
hinh, cung dién nui ltra, lau dai dusi day bién,
hon ddo huyén bi... va biét bao diéu ky la kh4c.

Nhing hanh dong la thuong, nhiing nhan vat
hidp din, nhing tinh tiét giau stc tudng tuong,
bat ngo va “rung tim” la dic diém ctia “Bi mat
xtt Droon” - bo sach duoc American Booksellers
Association (Hiép hoi nhitng nha sach Hoa Ky)
bau chon la mot trong muoi tdic phdm hay nhat
va ban chay nhat, sau Harry Potter, danh cho
ltra tudi te 7 dén 77.

Buoc vao thé gioi Droon diéu ky, la budc vao
nhimg cuodc phiéu luu bat tan...
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TOM TAT KY TRUOC

Pai veong Sparr xdu xa cta thé gioi

Droon di 14y mat vién ngoc Mat Do
Binh Minh ctia cong chuia Keeah. Eric,
Julie va Neal di mao hiém ctung cong
chua di vao sao huyét ctia Sparr - mot
cung dién bi mit trong nui lra d€ im
cho ra Mit.

O d6, ba nguoi ban di phat hién ra bi
mat khing khiép cia Dai vieong Sparr:
han 1a mot quai vat, thinh thoang han
phai uéng nuéc tir hé phu thuy dé
khong bi hién nguyén hinh.

Ngoc Mit P6 Binh Minh cudi cling
ciing dugc Eric 1dy vé, nhung tén
Sparr thé sé bam theo nhitng nguoi

ban nho... dén muén doi...

X

*



Xeeeegt! Chop giat ngoai khung ctra s0
tang ham nha Eric Hinkle. Nhung né va
6 ban Julie chi tap trung vao qua bong dé
trong goc phong.

Dung! Tiéng sam dén chi hai gidy sau
d6 cho ching biét 1a con bao dang tién
dén rat gan.

“Neal ma thay céi nay chac la sé thich
lam day,” Eric néi.
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Julie nhin qua vai ctia cau bé: “Minh thi
thich 1am rdi. Tui minh kéu ban ay di. Ban
&y sé trd mat 1én cho ma xem. Phai dé ban
dy thdy...”, nho néi.

Hai nguwoi ban chay theo nhiing bac
thang tang ham lén nha bép. Eric nhac
dién thoai va bam s6 ciia Neal. Thém mot
tia sét ntta lam cho dién thoai kéu ret ret
trong tai no.

“B6 ha Neal? B6 t6i nha minh lién bay
gio di!”, Eric ndi khi nghe tin hiéu tra 10i.

“Gidn ha? Bo cling biét 1a sé cd bao ratlon
trong vong nam phut nita ma. Vdi lai, minh
sap an. Dén gio an trua roi,” Neal tra 1oi.

“Cau ltc nao ma chang an véi udng.
Quén vu an gium di, Neal. Vu nay quan
trong 14m!”, Eric noi.

Neal tho dai: “Vay la minh khong duoc
an mon banh mi xang-duych véi ca ngte

'I/

me minh niu roi. Minh dén lién
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Neal gac may ro6i, Eric va Julie nhin ra
ctra s0. Bau troi dang t6i sam lai.

Eric mim cuoi: “Mot ngay dang dé ¢
trong tang ham nha minh”.

“Y b6 14 tui minh sé trd lai Droon ha?”,
Julie hoi.

Eric cuodi, dap: “Di nhién r6i, chinh xac
la nhw vay”.

Trong tang ham nha Eric c6 mot 16i vao
mot thé gidi khac - mot thé gioi ma Eric,
Julie va Neal git bi mat. Thé gidi huyén
bi va ky diéu Droon.

Droon la noi c6 mot phu thuy tot bung
tén Galen rau dai va mot nang cong chaa
bé nho tén Keeah dang chién dau chong
lai tén phu thay dc: Dai Vuwong Sparr.

Droon con c6 ca nhitng sinh vat la lung
ntta. Tro ly cua Galen, Max, la mot chu
nhén khong 16, nita nhu nguoi khong 16,
ntta nhut nhén. Anh chang c6 thé leo 1én



12 % BiMAT XU DROON
moi bé mat va btia ra nhitng ludi nhén bay
dinh vdi tdm cai chan dai cia minh.

R6i dén tui Ninn. Chtng la nhiing tén
linh ban thiu mat do caa Pai Vwong Sparr,
chting bay trén nhitng con than lan bay
khong 16 goi 1a nhiing con groggle.

Mot mu phu thuy tén Demither. Va...

Am — Ping! Bau troi bimng sang bén
ngoai, sam nd vang ngay khi cra sau morra.

“Quai thiét!”, Neal lui le vao nha bép.
“Ro rang la con bao bam theo minh”.

Eric mé ctra tang ham: “Khong con thoi
gian dé ndi nira. Tui minh xuéng nao”.

Ngay khi chan chung vira dat dén bac
thang cudi cung...... Xeeeeet!...... ca tang
ham sang 104, r6i... Am... Puiiung!...
Nhiing btec twong rung lén, va roi...
Rao Rao!... nwdc mua chay x6i xa trén
noc nha.

“Huut, chao bao!”, Julie tinh nghich.
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“R0i, vu gi ma quan trong hon moén banh
mi xang-duych ca ngtr day?”, Neal hoi khi
budc chan vao tang ham.

“Do!”, Eric chi tay vao goc phong. Qua
béng... qua bong ctia Julie... né dang nam
trén ban moc.

That ra, nd khong phai dang nam tén ban
moc, ma la treo lo Ittng trong khong trung.

“Quoa!”, Neal reo lén thich thu. “Tuyét
that... Quoa!”

“Khong chi vay dau. Bo c¢6 nho lan dau
tién tui minh dén Droon va qua bong da di
theo tui minh, r6i né da tro nén khéc la khi
tui minh tro vé khong? Vay do, hoi nay Julie
v6i minh nhinno, va...”, Erichuyén thuyén.

“Suyt!”, Julie thi tham. “Sap nita roi kia!”

Duwéi anh sang den tran, chiing thay qua
béng bat dau thay déi. Nhitng mang mau
tr:fmg va den dich chuyén cham trén bé mat
qua bong. Chung bién doi thanh nhiing hinh



Nhiing mang mau tréng va den dich chuyén cham trén bé mét
qué béng. Chuing bién déi thanh nhing hinh déng quéc gia.
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dang qudc gia. Va r6i qua bong bién thanh
mot qua dia cau cua mot thé gioi khac.

Thé gioi Droon.

“Nghia la tui minh phai di?” Julie nhin
hai nguoi ban ctia minh. Nho hoi: “Con'y
nghia nao khac ntta cht?”

“Lan truede, nhitng gidc mo kéu tui minh
dén véi Droon. Nhung lan nay thi khac.
Minh nghi day la mot tin hiéu ctia Keeah”,
Eric noi.

Neal hit mot hoi dai: “Lo nhu c6 chuyén
gi khong hay dang xay ra? Chuyén gi do,
giong nhu la Pai Vuong Sparr dang tan
cong Keeah? Hay ong Galen?”

Xeeeeett! Can phong lai sang loa anh
chdp. Bong den treo trén tran chap chon
may cai r6i mo han.

“Chi c6 mot cach dé biét thoi,” Eric noi.

Am - Diing! Sét nd tung trén dau.

“Nhanh lén trwdc khi cap dién,” Julie
noi thém.



16 % BiMAT XUDROON

Eric cam thdy tim minh dap thinh thich
khi ca bon dén can phong nho dudi gam
cau thang. Cling nhu may lan trude, noé
vOi tay mo ctra va bat den 1én.

Chuing budc vao can phong nho.

Lan nay tui minh sé di dén ddu ddy? Eric
tu hoi.

Tt treede dén gio, chiéc cau thang chua
bao gio dua chiing dén cting mot chd hai
lan. Chiéc cau thang luon ludn bién mat
va hién ra lai ¢ nhitng khu vic khac nhau
0 Droon.

D6 méi chi la mot trong nhitng bi mat
vé Droon.

Julie dong canh ctra sau lung lai. Neal
tat cong tac den. Trong gidy 1at cén phong
toi hoan toan.

ROi thi... Vuuuiiit! San nha bién mat,
ngay chd d6, mot day bac thang lung linh
sdc mau hién ra.

“Minh khodi vu nay d6 nha!”, Eric noi.
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Mot ludng gio bat ngo, mat lanh thoi
vao mat bon tré.

“Quoa!”, Julie thot 1én. “N&m chit lay
thanh cau thang nha”.

“Bit chat mti lai ntta! Minh nghe ¢ mui
ca!”, Neal noi.

“Nudcbién!”, Eric dodn. “Hinh nhu cau
thang hién ra trén bién hay sao d6. Chac
la tyi minh quay lai thoi”.

Nhung cho du no6 c6 noi gj, thi cling da
qué tré.

Raaoo! Mot cudn séng lanh gia ap lén
cau thang.

Eric treot chan, nod la lén: “Cu!”. N6
chup 1dy thanh cau thang. Nhung hut tay.

“Eric!”, Julie chup tay no, nhung mot
dot song thit hai lai tiép n6i. Eric treegt khoi
cau thang, 16i ca Julie theo. Nho chup dai
mot thi d€ git lai.

“Po la chan minh d0!”, Neal la lén.

Neal ciing truot xuéng luon.



18 % BiMAT XUDROON

Chum! Chum! Chum!

Ba nguoi ban roi tdm xudng mdt nudc.

“Neal! Julie!”, Eric la I6n.

Nhitng dot song 1on d6 rao rao xudng
cau bé.

“Minh 6 day!”, Julie gao 1én, c6 hop lay
khong khi.

“Co cai gi d6 dang lai gan!”, Neal la
oai 0ai.

Mot vat mau sam ré song lao tdi. Do la
mi cia mot con tau khong 16.

“Coi chiing d6, may bo!”, Eric hét.

Nhung con tau lao thang dén bon chiing,
moi lac mot nhanh.



HAI

'121129 canhb Irén nuéc

Thinh linh, con tau giam toc.

“Habudm xudng!”, mot giong tram oang
oang. “Quay lai! Tha day xudng!”

Ret! Mot cuon day thing to duoc tung
xudng nudc. Eric, Neal va Julie chup lay
nhitng mat day, leo lén.

Con tau rat to, c6 nhiing canh buém mau
d6 soc vang va hai canh xanh biéc xubi
theo man tau.
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Trong ltc leo 1én, Eric doc nhitng chi
vang bén man tau: “Jaffa Wind. Thanh Jaffa
1a noi cong chtia Keeah 6. Day chac la tau

|/I

cua ban ay!” Mot ban tay manh mé gio ra
doén ching lén boong tau.

“Nhitng nguoi ban ttr The Gidi Bén Trén
day ma!”, mot ong lao trong bo 4o chung
mau xanh duwong mim cwoi ndi voi ching.
Do la Galen Réau Dai, vi phu thuy dau tién
ctua xt Droon.

“Céc chau lai dén véi ching ta,” 6ng noi.
“Vamot Ian nita, chiing ta chang c6 gi cho
cac chau ngoai su nguy hiém”.

“Tui chau phai dén thoi!”, Julie dap.
“Qua bong tro thanh ban d6 caa Droon.
Co6 phai d6 la do Keeah lam khong 6ng?”

“Eric! Julie! Neal!”, cong chtia Keeah reo
mtung, chay lai. “Vay la cac ban da nhan
duoc tin nhan ctia minh. Phép mau da hiéu
nghiém. Minh rat mung duoc gap lai cac
ban!”. Co bé 6m cham ldy ttng dita, mac
du dira nao dira nay wdt nhu chudt 16t
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“Mung vui sao noi vai cdi do trén tau?”,
Max ngat 10i. Mai toc cam ctia ngudi nhén
dung dtng lén khi anh chang chi tay vé
mot cai reong nho bang vang trén boong.

“Quoa!”, Neal n6i. “Méat Do Binh Minh
0 trong do!”

M3t Do Binh Minh 1 mot vién ngoc ¢
nang luc phi thwong. Neal, Eric va Julie da
gitip Keeah 1dy lai nd tir cung dién trong
nui Itta ctia Dai Vuong Sparr.

“Tui minh du dinh sé gidu n6 & Thanh
Jaffa,” Keeah noi. “Minh mong cac ban sé
gitlp mot tay. R6i minh véi phu vuong sé
di kiém mau hau minh”.

“Tui minh sé gitp ban,” Eric noi.

Mot mu phu thuy ky la tén Demither da
noi voi bon ching 1a me ctia Keeah van con
song. Nhung, cting nhuw Demither, Hoang
Hau Relna bi giang méot 161 nguyeén.

Galen gat dau: “Nhung Sparr sé lam
bat cit diéu gi d€ ngan chung ta lai. Cling
vi trdi tim gian dit ctia han ma Mat Do trd
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nén nguy hiém. Thoi nao, chiing ta phai
nhanh thoi”.

Raaoo! Nhitng cudn song lanh 1€o vO Va0
than tau khi n6 chudn bj tang toc.

“C¢ hai phu thuy trén tau, ching ta sé
an toan,” Eric vira ndi vira nhin 6ng Galen
va Keeah.

“Chi c6 mot phu thuy rudi thoi,” Keeah
dinh chinh. “Minh van con dang luyén than
cht. Nhung minh chi giéi lam hong moi
thi thoi. Nhu sang hom nay...”

Xeegeet! MOt tia sét bat ngo chiéu sang
ca bau troi.

Mot ddm dong kéo thanh hang dai soc
trén nhitng ddm may.

“O... khong!”, Neal cham rai ndi. “Néu
minh khong mo gitta ban ngay thi Dai
Vuong Sparr da tim ra chiing ta! Va han
khong chi di mot minh!”

“Lu groggle!”, Eric ha hdc mom. “Ca
tram con”.
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Bién bat ngo s6i 1én nhu mot vac dau.
Nhiing dot song, ngay cang cao, do ap
xudng con tau. Mua tudn x6i xa xudéng
boong. Nhitng giot mura nang hat, lanh gia.

“Hinh nhu han ta kéo ca thoi tiét xau t6i
nita!”, Max tiép 10i. “S&n sang chién dau!”

Nhiing con groggle ha thdp xudng con
tau. Mot trong nhiing con than lan bay sa
xudng, dau trén boong. Va trén lung nd chinh
la tén phu thity gian dc... Dai Vuwong Sparr.

“Hay tranh xa tau ctia tara!”, Keeah la16n.

Tén phu thay gam gtt, budc xudng ti
con groggle. C4i dau nhan bong ctia han
sang nhot. Hai cai vy sau tai han chuyén
ttr mau tim sang mau den. Trong tay han
la mot cay quyeén truong dai.

“Can than ddy Sparr! Bén ta dong nguoi
hon,” Galen dong dac ndi.

“Dung vay, va tui ta dang gitt vién ngoc!
Vi thé, bo y dinh 1dy lai vién ngoc di!”,
giong Julie danh lai.
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Mat Sparr sang 1én khi nhin thay I tré.
“A, vay la chiéc cau thang than lai dua tui
bay dén day ha? Ching nao ta 1dy duoc
Mat, ta sé leo theo cau thang d6 lén Thé
Gidi Bén Trén!”

Eric sg hai. Sparr sao? Trong thé gioi ciia
minh? Trong nha cua minh?

Sparr chang néi chang rang, gio cay
trugng phép ctia han vé phia cai ruong
vang.

Cidch! Céi hop te dong mo ra, va mot
chiéc gang tay sat roi ra trén boong. Dinh
chit trén chiéc gang 1a Mat Do Binh Minh.

“Quai vat xau xa kia! Ta sé khong dé

'II

nguoi 14y dé dang dau!”, Galen lalén. Ong
ném mot tia sang xanh, kéu xeo xeo, vé
phia Sparr. Ret ret!

Nhung cay truong ctia Sparr hiat hét
ludng sang roi ném tra vé phia Galen. Doan,
tén phu thuy chop 14y chiéc gdng tay, deo
nd vao. Anh sang do toé ra tir nhitng dau



Sparr chdng néi ching réng, gio cdy truong phép clia hdn
vé phia cai ruong vang.
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ngon tay. “Phép thuat ctia nguoi con kém
coi 1am, Galen a. Gio day... Mat Do Binh
Minh, cho ta thay sttc manh ctia ngwoi nao.
Hay cho ta mot bién lira!”

Ret ret! Mot btre teong ltra dit doi duoc
dung lén tirc thi. Bon tré té dat xuéng san
boong.

“Keeah!”, Ericla. “Hay doc than chu di!”

“Lam hong mot cdi gi do to! Thiét to!”,
Julie gao.

Keeah guong dung day va gio tay vé

’I!

phia cot budm khong 16: “Bembo...... switt

Ngay lap ttc... ric!... cot budbm cao chot
vot bi xé ra lam d6i, d0 ap xudng Sparr.

Phich! Sparr truot nga, té vang vao
khoang chinh. Chiéc gang tay den vang ra
khoi tay han.

“Puoc 13m!”, Keeah reo.

Galen bing ngang san boong. Ong chup
14y cai gang tay ro6i ném tra né vao trong
cai reong vang, day chit nap lai.
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Mat Sparr nhdn lai hoang loan: “Nguo6n
nang luc d6 la cua ta! Hay hién lén, O
Demither!”

“Demither?”, Eric la to. “Ba phu thay?”

Nhiing dot song am vang duwdi mat nuwdc.
Mot con ran khdng 16 mau xanh 14 cay troi
1én ttr mat nudc. N6 c ham rang nhon, déu
nhw ludi cwa, hai cai chan manh mé day
vudt sdc, va mot cai dudi dai, nhon hoit.

“Ba phu thay bay gio la mot con quai
vat bién!”, Neal thét to.

Con ran duing chiéc dudi manh mé xoan
chat 1ay con tau.

Ric! Nhitng tdm van déng tau bat dau
VO ra.

“Vé tau sap bé roi!”, Max hét 1én.

“Va chting bay sé chét dudi hét!”, Sparr
gao to. Han nhay luii lai, leo 1én con groggle
ctia han.

Keeah quang mot cudn day thimng cho
Julie. “Moi ngreoi, hay nam chéc vao!”, Neal
dinh dac noi, tay nim chit dau day.
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“Eric, nAm chit day vao!”, Keeah la 16n.

“Minh khong véi toi!”, Eric dap.

Mu phti thtiy ran nhac con tau cao khoi
nhitng con song. Mu gitt nd trén cao trong
mot lac r6i tha cho né roi xudng nude.

Raadidicc! V6 tau bang gb vo tan thanh
nhing manh nho. Va chiéc Jaffa Wind, cuing
v6i moi nguoi trén boong, vo doi.

Con tau chim ngay xudng nhiing dot song.



BA

Pém Tau

Xung quanh Eric chi la bong t61 va
bot tam.

Khong! N6 nghi. Khong thé' nao! Minh
khong thé’chim!

N6 vung vay trong lan nwéc lanh, cd
ngoi 1én mat nuwdc. R6i thi nhiing ngon
song nha nd ra. Eric nhac dau 1én khoi
mat nudc. Nhitng ngén tay ctia né cham
vao tht gi d6 mém mém.

Phai chang la... cat? e

X Y x
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bung vay! D6 chinh la cat. Eric dang bo
trén cat. N6 hit 1dy mot hoi dai, that dai.
R6i m& mat ra: N6 dang o trén dat, trén bo
bién. N6 van con sdng.

“Julie! Neal! Keeah!”, n¢ kéu.

Chang c6 tiéng tra 1oi.

Eric nhin sang bén trai. Chi c6 bo bién
trai dai cho dén hét tim mat. N6 nhin sang
bén phai, séng bién dang v vao nhiing
vach da. Truwdc mat cau bé 1a mot khu rieng
ram rap, day nhiing cay cao va nhitng bui
cay voi nhitng hinh thu ky di. Swong khoi
am dam bao pht nhitng ngon cay. Ca hon
dao chim trong swong mu.

“Pay la dau?”, no ty hoi.

Addaooo! Mot dot song dap vao cum da
ngay bén canh. Mot vat gi d6 dat vao bo cat.

Eric chay lai nhitng tang da. Song danh
vao bo mot vai manh gb vd tlr boong tau
va mot manh vai rach teom. Chung thudc
vé con tau cua Keeah.
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Canh do, vui trong cat, la...

“Cai rvong vang!”, Eric ngac nhién.

N6 biét, c6 Mat, chuyén gi ciing lam
dwoc. N6 ¢6 thé dung vién ngoc dé tim kiém
nhing nguoi ban. Tham chi ¢6 thé chién dau
vdi Sparr.

Nhung con 6ng Galen dau?

Moi nguoi dau?

Rat can than, Eric kéo cai ruong 1én khoi
cat. N6 mo ra. Nhung thay vi thdy chiéc
gdng tay mau den vdi vién ngoc do, thi Itta
lai tap vao nguroi no.

“Aaa!”, Ericlalén, xém danhroi ca cai ruong,

Bt ngo, ngon Itra bién hinh. Trudc mat
cau bé, ngon Itta hoa ra hang tram sinh vat
loang ngoang nhu ran, chiing uén éo, chong
chatlay nhau. Chung phat ra anh sang yéu
6t mau do, r6i chuyén sang mau bac, roi
lai do. C6 ltic nhin chiing nhw nhitng ngon
Itra. C6 lic nhin ching nhw nhitng dot song
nho lan tan.
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“Xin dttng an thit ch...ing t...6i!”, nhitng
sinh vat van lon.

Eric dat chiéc ruong can than trén cat:
“Toi sé khong dn thit cdc ban. Nhung...
cac ban la ai?”

May cai dau anh bac uén lwgn tap trung
vé phia cau bé.

“Chung toi 1a S...s...silf. Chung toi da
s...0ng hang thap ky duéi b...ién Droon.
Demith...er la nit hoang ctia ching t6i”.

Tiéng ctia nhitng sinh vat nay nghe giong
nhu dang hat hon la no6i. Giong “sti bot”
ctia ching nghe nhuw thé chung dang noi
O duoi nudc.

“Demither da ddnh dam con tau cta
chung t6i,” Eric ndi.

“Sparr da giang mot 10i nguyén 1én ba
t...a. Ba ta phai lam nhitng diéu ma minh
khong mu...6n. Mat sé gitp cho Sparr m...
anh hon ntra,” mot con silf hat.

Eric lac dau: “Mat da chim dwdi bién”.
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“Khong!”, tat ca cac con silf dong ca.
“N¢ 0 trén d...40 nay. Day la mot trong
muon van dao c...ua Demither”.

“Mat & day ha?”, Eric hoi. “O dau? Toi
phai tim cho dwgc no. To6i phai giap cong
chtia Keeah dem n6 vé Thanh Jaffa”.

Thinh thich! C6 mot tiéng dong rat 1on
vong lén tir phia mé nudc.

“Trén thdi! Bon N...inn sap dén roil”,
It silf nhao nhao.

“Khoan da. Hay gitp t6i tim mady nguoi
ban. Va cho t6i biét Mit & dau!”, Eric noi
vai theo.

“Néu chung toi c...6 thé giup duoc,
chung toi s...€ giup...”

Nhitng sinh vat chuyén sang mau do
nhu Itra, r6i mau bac. Ching truon trén mat
cat, trd vé dai duong theo nhitng con song.

Thinh thich! Hang chuc tén linh mat do,
nang né di thanh hang cham cham trén
bo bién.



Nhiing sinh vat chuyén sang mau dé nhu I(a, réi mau bac.
Ching trudn trén mat cat, tré vé dai duong
theo nhiing con song.
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“Tui Ninn kia! Minh chu6n thoi!”, Eric
tho doc.

Eric chay nhanh vao khu ritng ram.
Trong ltc chay, nhitng cay ky di, hoang
dai quat vao mdt n6. Nhiing day leo tron
tudt mau vang thong xudng tir trén cao,
lung lang khap noi. Tiéng am T ctia bon
Ninn ngay cang l6n.

Eric chay nhanh hon. Bt thinh linh, dat
trd nén mém eo dudi chan no.

“Ha?”, no truot chan va nga.

Thup! Mot ludi keo dinh trum xudng
Eric nhu mot cai bao bg, bd chat khép
ngudi cu cau. Eric rdng vliing vay nhung
van khong thoét ra dugc. Roi cai bao bd...
co Eric bén trong... bay vat vao khong
trung, lén nhitng tan cdy mau vang.

“Thoi ma! Khong! Ctu, t6i bi béy roi!”,
no hét to.

Nhung van khong thoat duoc.

Thinh thich! La Ninn tién dén gan hon.



4

BON

Sa bley... Ban be

Eric dung hét stec cpa quay, rang xé
cai bao bé. Nhung cang ¢6 thi lai cang bi
dinh chat vao nhitng mang nhén keo nhép
cua no hon.

“Thé t6i ra!”, né gao 1én. Nhung né van
ti€p tuc bi kéo lén.

“Dtng c6 6n ao qua nhe!”, mot giong
ndi cat 1én tir trén cao. “BO mudn nguyén
binh doan Ninn nghe ha?”

« Y *



Nhung né vén tiép tuc bj kéo Ién
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Erickhong bi kéo lén nita. Caibao bd dung
dua téi lui triede mot canh cay cao. CoO nguoi
ngoi vat véo trén canh cay d6. “Keeah?”

Cdng chtia mim cuoi: “Céd Max nita”.

“Tat nhién roi!”, Max kéu chim chip tu
canh cay trén cao. “Cht ban nghi ai da
gidng c4i bay nay ch(?”

“Troi, gdp lai cac ban, minh mttng qua,”
Eric ndi. R6i nd ké cho ching nghe vé
nhttng sinh vat tén silf.

“Minh ¢6 nghe ndi vé nhiing con silf
roi, nhung chua tiing nhin thdy bao gio,”
Keeah noi.

“Chting néi véi minh la Mét & trén dao
nay. Tui minh phai tim cho ra,” Eric ndi.

Thinh thich! Bon Ninn da vwot qua bo
bién va dang tién vao khu rteng ngay phia
dudi bon tré.

“Thay Galen cling o trén dao,” Keeah
noi. “Nhung, nhin kia...”
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Gitta dam linh Ninn la vi phu thuy gia,
ong bi xich chat ttr dau dén chan.

Galen da trd thanh ti1 binh ctia bon chiing!

“Toinghiép thay minh qua!”, Max thut thit.

Mot con trong dam linh Ninn ¢ phia
dudi gio ban tay sadu ngén day vudt sac
ctano lén, ra hiéu: “Dai Vwong Sparr dan
chung ta doi ¢ day”.

“Pai Vwong mudn dé€lao gia nay song,”
mot tén khac noi.

“ftnhat1a cho dén gio nay!”, con thit ba
lén tiéng, roi nd cwoi khodi tra.

Mot ludng gio lanh thoi qua nhing
ngon cay.

Keeah nghién rang khi nhin 1én. “Sparr
dang t6i kia!”, co bé gan giong.

Mot con groggle dap xuong dat. Dai
Vuong Sparr budc xudng. Han gio cay
quyén trieong phép ctia han vé phia Galen:
“Nguoi biét Mat & dau. Hay cho ta biét”.
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Galen nhin thang vao mat Sparr: “Khong
bao gio. Nguoi dung xiéng xich vdi ta.
Nhung bon tré thi can dam va thong minh
1am. Chting sé cho nguoi mot bai hoc”.

“Dao Demither ludn cé nhitng nguy
hiém rinh rap. Moi chuyén déu c6 thé xay
ra. Cudi cung thi Mat ciing sé veé tay ta
thoi,” Sparr ndi.

Galen nhu mu6n bttt tung soi xich: “Bon
tré sé tim ra vién ngoc trudc!”

Mot nu cuedi mong dinh loé 1én trén moi
cua tén Sparr: “Va bon ching sé phai giao
nd cho ta, néu mudn gitr mang nguoi. Néu
ta tim ra no, nod la cua ta. Néu chiang tim
ra né, n6 ciing la ctia ta. Dang nao thi ta
cling thang”.

Galen bubdn ba lac dau: “Nguoi qua la
gian ac, tén Sparr kia!”

Tén pht thuy nhin sang 1t Ninn: “Dua
ld0 ta dén vach dé trang. Cho 1énh ctia ta”.

“Tuan lénh, thuea Dai Veong Sparr!”,
tén Ninn cam dau dép.
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R0i tén Sparr vay tay va néi mot thi
tiéng la. Toan bo toan Ninn, cung véi
Galen, bién mat.

“Qi, khong!”, Max thi tham. “Lam sao
ma tim dugc thay bay gio?”

Keeah duwa ngoén tay lén miéng, ra ddu
im lang, ltc Sparr bat dau cuoi vang.

“Nhitng dtra tré ‘can dam’ ctia Galen
s& chang con song sét ma ra khoi hon dao
nay!”. Sparr nhay lén lung con groggle,
thtic chan mot cai, bay di. Hin di roi, lan
suong day ddc, t6i tdm bao trum hon dao
dwong nhw ngay cang day thém.

“Chéng con sdng ma ra khoi hon dao
nay?”, Eric lo lang. “Phai han ndéi vay
khong?”. Roi né hop 1dy khong khi: “Tui
minh s€ lam dwoc ma, phai khong?”

“Plng, néu nhu t6i tim thay thay minh,”
Max déap. “Dén ltuc do, toi sé da tén Sparr
vOi tirng cdi chan cua minh!”. Néi doan
anh chang nhanh chéng bua mot cuon to
nhén day dé€ ca bon trugt xudng nén dat.
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Eric dua tay gat 16p swong mu: “Tui
minh di dau bay gio?”
“04ai!”, mot giong bat ngo ré lén.
“Ctu!”, 161 mot giong khac the thé.
“Minh nghi da c6 cau tra 10i cho cau hoi
,,,

cua minh!”, Eric noi.

“Po¢ la Julie va Neal!”, Keeah noi. “Hai
ban dy ¢ trong riing. i nao!”

Chung chay bd that nhanh vao nhiing
lum cay day dac. Nhiing day leo dai quat
vao mat bon ching. Nhitng bui ram cao
cau dwoi chan.

Chung chot chét lang.

Julie va Neal dang ding trén mot tang
da gitta mot khu dat trong trai.

Xung quanh chang la... sau hinh thu
khong 16, nhép nhap ban thiu.

“Nhitng con bg!”, Max la 16n.



Tén cong léi bo

Xiiitiil Nhitng con bo khong 16 it 1én
gian d khi thdy Neal. Nhitng cai ludi
day, nhon ctia chting the ra vé phia cau bé.

Neal gan nhw mudn khoc: “Chi can mot
trong nhitng con vat nay liém vao minh,
minh s& chang bao gio &n trua dugc nital”

Nhitng con bo giéng nhu nhitng con
bo canh ciing thong thuong nhung day
106ng 14 va cao khoang mot mét rudi. Lop
vO citng mau nau sang loang nhu 4o giap.

X e x

x
K



Neal gan nhu muén khdc: “Chi can mét trong nhing
con vét nay liém vao minh, minh sé chang bao gid &n trua
dugc ndal”
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“Kinh di qua!”, Eric ndi, n6 dang ndp
dudi mot goc cay.

“U1”, Keeah dap, c6 bé phéng dén bén
canh Eric.

Nhiing con bo dung dwa nhitng cai chan
su si ctia n6 vé phia Neal va Julie. Nhing
sgi rau ctia chung giat giat va lwdi chung
the ra gian dt.

“Minh chi nhin tdng da th6éi ma, minh
dau co lam gi dau!”, Neal noi.

“Dolamot qua triing!”, Julie kéu 1én r6i
chi vé mot dong nhitng cai triing tron mau
hong. “D6 la mot qua tring ciia chiing! Va
b6 khong chi nhin, b6 cham vao né!”

Neal nhtin vai: “Vay néi ‘xin 16i’ bang
tieng bo nhu thé nao bay gio?”

“Tui quai vat nay ma biét noi ciing do!”,
Max noi.

Xiiitii! Nhiing con b rit 1én va tién tdi
gan hon nta.

Keeah quay sang Eric va Max: “Minh
sé doc than chu day. Néu nhw thanh cong,
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no sé lam cho 1 bo hét hon trong giay 1at.
Hai ban phai cttu Neal va Julie thoat nha”.

“Tui nay lam dwoc ma!”, Max hrtza.

Keeah dan chéo hai ngon tay lai: “Dung
r0i, néu nhuw minh tap trung vao th gi d6
don gian...”

Eric nhin quanh quat cai cay: “Minh dém
dén ba 1a mdy bo chay lién nha!”

“Dém mot thoi duoc khong?”, Neal hoi.

“Van con gion duocha! Mot...”, Eric dém.

Keeah nhay 1én. Nho chi tay vé phia
It bo.

“Hai...”, Eric tiép tuc.

Keeah nheo mét lai: “Tomba... snooka......
jeeba..”.

“...ba!”, Eric la 16n.

“Ba!”, Keeah ndi. “Khoan, chd chit! Y
minh a floo!”

Qua tré. Neal va Julie d3 trueon ra khoi
tang da vtra lac... Buum!... Mot tia sang
xanh 14 cay nhat ban ra tir tay Keeah.
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Khong khi sac mui khéi. Nhitng con bo
thét... éc éc!... roi bien mat vao khu rung.

Julie bo lai gan cong chua: “Keeah, ban
da lam duoc! Cau than chu tuyét voi cta
ban da duwoc viéc!”

Keeah nhin xudng tay minh: “Minh ciing
nghi vay...”

Eric dua tay xua khoi: “Con Neal dau?”

“Minh 6 day ne!”, tiéng Neal la 1én tte
phia sau.

Julie va Eric quay lai. Khong thay Neal
dau hét. Chi c6 dong trimg bo nam & do.

“Minh nghe tiéng ban ay. Nhung khong

'II

thdy ban dy dau hét!”, Julie ndi.

“E, minh 6 ngay day neé!”, Neal lai la lén.

Dong tring hong dich chuyén. Tt phia
dudi dong tring, mot con bo nho, ¢ gap
doi qua béng, chui ra. N6 c6 mot cdi vo
sang bong, cting chac, sau cai chan pht
day 16ng to, ba con mat mau cam, va hai
cai rau dinh trén dau.
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N6 trong y chang nhu nhitng con bo
kia, chi c6 diéu nho hon.

MGt con bo con.

Eric loang choang lui lai: “Neal, co
phai... ban khong d6?”

Con bo mau nau chay lon ton tir ddm
tring lai gan bon tré. “E b6”, con bo ndi
voi giong ctia Neal. “Than cht ciia Keeah
lam cho may b6 b ra hay sao vay?”

Eric nu6t ddnh wc, roi bat dau néi: “Cau
than chu hoi bi sai, ding vay do6 Neal.
Nhung ma, ttrm, Neal, giong nhu 13, y minh
la...”

“Bo 1a mot con bo!”, Julie la 1én. “Mot
con bo nhop nhap, nhép nhap!”

“Phéan nhén trong minh cting cdm nhan
duoc diéu do!”, Max néi.

“Troi oi, minh da lam gi vay ne? Cho
minh xin 10i, Neal 0i!”, Keeah noi.

Neal gio hai chan trwedce ctia né 1én. Roi
né thay chiing, né nhay lén: “Oi, khong thé
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nao! Nhu vay khong duoc. Bién minh lai
di, Keeah. Bién minh lai lién di!”

Cong chta nhin nhitng dau ngdn tay
ctia minh rdi lai nhin Neal.

“Ban khong can tra 10i lién!”, Neal noi.
“Chi can ban néi ‘Di nhién roi, Neal!’, roi
ban lam phép, va minh sé lai la minh”. Neal
nham ba mat caa minh lai: “Minh s&n sang
roi d6. Bat dau”.

Keeah rom rém nudc mat: “Minh khong
dam tht lai...”

Nhiing cai chan 16ng 14 cia Neal bat dau
run 1én, rau né giat giat: “Tat ca nhitng
chuyén nay chila mo. T4t ca chila mo. Tat
ca... ua, cai gi kia?”

Bét thinh linh n6 dap nhe ludi lén dau Julie.

“Eeéeé!”, nho thang that nhay giat ra sau.

“Xin 16i. Vi c6 mot con rudi trén dau bo,”
Neal néi. “It ra thi nhin né cfing gidng rudi.
No6 mau vang va c6 canh mau xanh 1a cay
nhat. Du sao, minh cling da bit hut né”.
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“Cai ma ban thay la ru6i bién Droon,”
Max lén tiéng.

Dot nhién Neal co may cai chan lai véi
nhau, tao ra mot thit am thanh la lung,
choi tai.

Eric nhan mat: “Bo dung c6 cu x nhw
bo vay cha!”

“Suyt!”, Neal ra hiéu. N6 nghiéng dau roi
gitt yén nhu vay. “Xin ndi lai mot lan nira”.

Eric titc minh: “Minh ndi la, ding cu
xtt nhu mot...”

“Khong phai bo!”, Neal ngat 16i. “Minh
noi véi may con rudi!”

Nhiing con mat to cia Neal lung linh
khi con con trung canh xanh bay vo ve
thanh mot vong tron trén dau cu cau. N6
lién tuc gat dau.

Eric quay sang Keeah: “Minh khong
nghe gi hét”.

Julie bdm moi, r6i nho nhu vira nghi ra
diéu gi: “Co 1€ tai vi bay gio Neal c6 mot
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phén con trung, ban ay co thé hiéu duoc
tiéng ruoi bién”.

“Minh thi ¢ qua nhiéu chat cua mot
ngudi khdng 16, nén ciing chang hiéu ti
gl,” Max noi.

Chéng bao lau, ca mot bay rudi bién bay
vo ve trén dau 1a tré.

Neal dung chan trudce gai dau: “Chung
ndi véi minh 1a bon groggle dang lam t6 6
dau d6 cho kia Kia”. N6 chi chin.

“O dau c6 groggle, & d6 c6 bon Ninn.
Va & dau c6 bon Ninn...”, Keeah noi.

“O d6 c6 thay Galen ctia minh!”, Max
liu lo.

Julie nhin ra man swong: “Nhung chuyén
gl dang xay ra 0 do? Swong mu day ddc
qué, minh chang thay gi hét”.

Neal gat dau roi giat giat cai rau cua
minh vai [an. Bay rudi két lai thanh mot
ddm day déc, mau xanh sang. Chiing bat
dau vo ve thanh mot vong tron rong chua

51
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ting thdy. Chuing bay ngay cang nhanh,
vong vong quanh dau bon tré, khuay dao
ca bau khong khi.
Khi chiing lam nhu vay, lan gié chiung
tao nén bat dau xua tan lan suong toi.
Keeah nhin 1én: ”C)i, troi oi!”, nho reo
lén kinh ngac. “Mot ngon nui!”



Julie nhin 1én: “Y b 1a trude gio khong
co no hay sao?”

Ngon nti ¢6 doc ding, da lom chom.
Dinh cta né vueot qua nhitng ddm may
cao nhat trén dao.

“Trong n6 quai di qua!”, Eric néi. “Minh
dém ca 1a vach da trang nam & trén ngon
cua nd. Chung giam 6ng Galen ¢ trén”.

* N x
x
K
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“Néu qua that thay Galen dang o trén
dinh,” Keeah noéi. “Vay thi tui minh sé lén
d¢! Phai khong Max?”

“Tuan lénh, thwa cong chua!”, nguoi
nhén dap. R6i anh chang quay tit may cai
chan khang khiu ctia minh, nhanh thiét
nhanh dén ndi trong chung nhur mo di.
Trong chdc 1at, anh chang da co trong tay
mot cuon to dai.

“DPén luc leo treo roi day!”, Max ng-
hiém nghi.

“Cling nhu tap thé duc d6 ma,” Julie
thém vao.

Max va Neal vuot 1én trude kha dé
dang, ching cdt to nhén vao nhitng mat
d4, nhiing ria, canh, bat ct thi gi c6 thé
cOt chat.

“Nguoi dén dich cudi cung la mot cai
tring bo thdi!”, Max cat giong lanh lanh,
roi phong nhanh vé phia trude.

“Ne, khong duoc choc minh nha!”, Neal
1én tiéng trach, roi hoi ha chay theo sau.



Max va Neal vuot Ién truéc kha dé dang,
chung cét to nhén vao nhing mat da, nhing ria, canh,
bat cif thir gi c6 thé cot chat.
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Keeah mim cudi, thit chit lai day nit,
chup 1dy soi day va nhac minh lén: “Phai
cang nhanh cang tot”.

Khong bo phi mot giay, Eric va Julie cing
bat dau leo.

Gié manh gao thét khi chung leo ngay
cang cao. Chung tién 1én tirng ria da mot,
khong ngting nghi. Khong con thoi gian.

Chéng may chdc, ching da khong con
thay bo bién 6 duoi.

“Can than dé!”, Julie ndi, khi ca bon dén
mot bo da hep. “Cécban con nhé bon rudi
ndi gi khong? Tui groggle & trén. Nghia
la cling sé co tui Ninn sat bén. Bon ching
chéc chan la s& khong hoan nghénh si ¢6
mat cta tui minh dau”.

“Tui minh dang di vao chd nguy hiém,”
Keeah thém vao.

Tim Eric dap nhanh. N6 phai ngting lai
18y hoi: “Tai sao nhting sinh vat nho bé lai
than thién trong khi nhitng con vat to, khoé
lai xdu xa? Hay tra 10i minh di”.
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Neal, dang bam 1&y mot vach da o trén,
quay sang noi: “Kich thwdc khong dn nhdp
gl voi sttc manh”.

Keeah mim cuwoi: “Dé minh dodn nha, ¢
phai 1a rudi noi véi ban nhu vay khong?”

“Khong. La tw minh nghi ra. Chac d6 la
phan bo cua minh noi,” Neal dap.

Kéc! Kéc!

Bét ngo, tit trén dinh nai vong xudng
nhiing tiéng kéu.

“Bon groggle! Hay nap di!”, Keeah lalén.

Ca bon ndp dudi mot ria da.

Cabon trir Eric. N6 dang ra sttc leo dén
cho may ban dang ndp: “Doi minh voil!”

Bon groggle thi chang doi cho gi. Vo
canh phanh phach, hai con than lan bay
khong 16 w6t tie trén cao, nham hwéng
Eric, lao xudng chinh xac ngay no.

“Cut di, do quai vat xau xi!”, Julie la1én.
Bon tré bat dau ném d4 1i groggle.

Kéc! Kec!
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Mot con groggle kéu lén, r6i bay di.
Nhung né lai dao thém mot vong nita
chd Eric.

“DE€ tao yén!”, Eric hét, tay hét stic
viing vay.

“Thém da ne!”, Max kéu lén, tung mot
nam da vé phia con quai vat.

Nhung con groggle cling khon ngoan
tranh né.

Nhiing c&i méng sac canh ctia ching dao
bdi dau ria da ma Eric dang treo lo ling.

D4 bat dau vo ra, roi xudng ring cay
phia dudi.

”6, khong!”, Eric rén ri. “Gitp minh
ra khoi day di!” N¢ li€c qua phia bén
trai. Ttr mép ria &4 vao dén chd né chi
con khoang mot mét. Phia bén phai, con
groggle dang cao x6i nhu mudn pha tan
ca ngon nui voi nhitng mong vudt khong
16 ctia né.

Eric khong con biét di dau.
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Nhitng nguoi ban ctia n6 khong ngiing
ném d4 vé phia con quai vat.

“Rang bam chat, Eric!”, Neal ndi to.

Nhung Eric khong thé bam ndi nita.

Chéng con gi dé bam nita.

Kéc! Kéc! Con groggle lai kéu am 1.

Mom da v vun.

Eric gio tay bam viu vao khong trung.

Cau bé roi xudng.



BAY
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”Khooéééng!”, Eric gao lén.

Trong ltc no roi chai dau xudéng khu
rung phia dudi, dwong nhu mat dat dam
bd vao no. Chi vai gidy thoi, nd sé dam
sam vao nhling ngon cay.

Bat ngo, cd mot cai gi d6 ciing va xwong
xau huing 1dy no, bop chat lai ngay eo cau
bé. Mot mong vudt groggle to be dang gitr
Eric cting ngac.

« Y *
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“Tha tao ra!”, Eric la oai 0éi khi con than
lan nhac béng né 1én cao. “Thdi duoc... y
tao la, khong tha ra cling dwgc, nhung...”

Kéc! Kéc! Con quai vat khong 16 kéuam .

“...tha taora!”

Con groggle vd canh bay ludt qua nhitng
nguoi ban cua Eric. Bon chiing ¢6 ndi gi
v6i Eric, nhung né chang nghe duoc gi.

“Chc 13 “tam biét'!”, Eric dau khd nghi,
rang thoat ra khoi gong kém ctia con groggle.

Con vat bay vut lén ngon nai, no6 bay
cham lai, r6i von xung quanh mot mai dat
rong, bang phéang.

T trén cao nhin xudng, Eric co thé thay
mot dong cay khod va cac tht tap nham
ngay trén mi dat. Cai mé hon tap d6 16m
xuong ¢ gita.

“MOt céi t6!”, nd tw nhu. “Dung an thit
tao a nha!”

Kéc! Con groggle sa xudng bén t6. N6
ndilong nhiing moéng vudt, tha Eric xudng.



Con groggle vb canh bay Iudt qua nhiing ngudi ban cta Eric.
Bon chiing ¢6 ndi gi vdi Eric, nhung né chang nghe dugc gi.
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“Ui da!”, Eric kéu lén khi cham day to.
Con groggle lon mot vong roi bay di mat.

“Chéc 1a di thong bdo véi ban be ctia
may la bita triea da chudn bi xong, phai
khong? Vay ha, diing c6 mo!”

Eric guong dung day. Cai to day cui vay
quanh nd trong gidng nhu mot cai to khong
16. Eric wéc ching, thanh t6 cao chiing ba
mét. N6 c6 thé tréo ra kha dé dang.

“Pay rd rang khong phai chd cta tao!”

Eric 1dy chan phai lam tru dé€ nhudn
nguoi lén véi doi canh tay moi ra roi.

Cai t0 dwockétlai boi nhitng nhanh cay va
day leo. Eric con thay ca nhitng manh g c6
danh vec-ni va nhitng manh vai soc d6 vang.

N6 biét nhitng thit nay tir dau ra.

Do 1a nhitng gi con lai ttr con tau cua
Keeah.

“Quan trom cép!”, né cin nhan. R6i nd
thady mot the gi d6. Thit d6 sang bong va
mau den. N6 ngung treo. N6 nhin k¥ lai.
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“Chiéc gang tay sat ddy ma..”., Eric khé
noi. N6 tea ngueoi vao nhitng nhanh cay,
g0 chiéc gang tay khoi dam cay kho, roi
can than nhin qua chiéc gang mot luot.

Chd dinh ngoc da bi pha hong.

Mt Do Binh Minh da khong con 6 d6.

Rac!

Eric chét diéng. Co tiéng ddng tir bén ngoai
t0. No lién treo 1én thanh to, r6i nhin xudng.

N6 cuoi roi vay tay.

“Eric!”, Neal thét 1én, roi vot 1én trén
mom da. Nhitng dtta kia di sau lung no.
Eric nhay ra khoi cai t6, né mung rd chay
vé phia cac ban.

“Tui minh an toan”, Keeah noi, “nhung
chang duoc lau dau. Tui groggle kéu um
sum danh dong bon Ninn, chung sé dén
lién bay gio”.

“Oi troi. Hét chuyén nay dén chuyén
khéc, tui minh khong thé nghi xa hoi chut
sao?”, Eric ca than.



HON PAO HUYENBI % 0D

Rim! Ram! Mot dam linh Ninn to béo
hdi ha kéo dén tir bén kia bo da.

“Chéc 1a khong luon qué!”, Neal dap.
“Quy thiét!”

Max cat giong the thé: “Toi dé nghi moi
nguoi, chung ta hay... chay!”

“Cho minh theo vai!”, Julie noi.

Bon linh mat do nang né ciing chéng
phi mot giay.

Chting nhanh chéng lap tén vao cung.

“Nhiam!”, mét tén la 16n.

“Tiéu roi! Moi nguoi, né nha!”, Neal cat
giong.

“Bin!”, bon Neal la 16n.

Veo! Veo! Nhitng mii tén Itta bay vun vt
vé phia bon tré. Bon tré truegt theo nhiing
ranh ddc trén dat roi nap sau mot tang da
to. Bon Ninn gam g roi lai lap tén.

“f, bon Ninn, d€ tao phu mot tay cho!”,
Eric hét to. N6 quang chiéc gang tay vao
gitta ddm Ninn.
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Bon linh 1 ditng lai quan sat vat la.

“Con tui tao di day!”, Julie la to.

R6i bon tré chay vong bén hong céi to
chim, vé hudng bén kia ctia ria da. Max vot
1én dan dAu, tdm céi chan cia anh chang di
chuyén thoan thoat. Theo sat Max la Neal.

Ching danh mot vong qua bén kia nui.

“Mot cai dong!”, Neal néi. “Minh thay
mot cai dong!”

“T6i thay tredc ma!”, Max liu lo.

Chung phong veo vao ctta hang, chay
thang vao trong. Bén trong dong t&i thui,
ching ding lai d€ tho.

Max gio mot chan lén: “Nghe ne. Tui
Ninn hét reot theo tui minh r6i. Tui minh
da “cit dudi’ dwoc bon né roi”.

“Khéng dé nhw vay dau, chac la c6 ly
do!”, Julie thi thao.

Eric nhin quanh mot lwot: “Troi oi! Bo
khong c6 chd nao trén dao nay an toan
hét sao?”
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T sau bén trong cai dong, mdy cai chan
to dung, 1ong 14 budc ra, nhitng cdi rau
giat giat.

“Lai ntra roi!”, Neal néi vdi giong chan
chuong.



XGiiii! Xii!

Bon tré tu lai trong mot goc t6i khi hai con
bo vo nau to dung bo 1én ttr dwdi hang sau.

“Ho hang ctia b6 kia, Neal,” Julie thi tham.

Hai con bo rit 1én va gam gtr. Rau ching
quét trong khong khi. Roi thi bon tré da

hiéu tai sao.

« Y *
*x
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Dudi dnh sang 10 mo ra tit miéng hang,
ching thdy mot can ham khong 16.

Do 1a mot can ham tring,.

Julie tho dai: “Tiéu roi!”

Xiiiiii! Nhitng con bo lai rit 1én, cang
ngay cang lon. Chung dung luoi li€ém
nhiing cdi trizng.

“Moi nguoi, nghe day!”, Neal noi khe.
“Bon bo chwa an thit tui minh dau. Co 1€
tui minh sé chién dau véi bon Ninn trudc,
moi ngudi mot tén”.

“Muoi ngeoi mot tén thi cd,” Max léonhéo.

“Troi o1, no kia!”, Eric noi.

N6 chi vao bén trong can ham day nhiing
qua tring tron mau hong. Trong dam, c6
mot qua nho hon nhitng qua kia.

N6 phat sang.

N6 c6 anh do.

Va né ban ra nhiing tia sang.

“M#t Do Binh Minh!”, Keeah reo 1én.
“May qua! Vay la tui minh tim ra n6 r6i!”
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Lt bo di lai nhon nhip trong ham, kéu
vang va khong ngting liém lap.

Julie bam moi: “Lam sao dé€ bon nd biét
cai tring mau do dang phat ra nhitng tia
sang kia khong phai la triing bay gio?”

“Tuind labeo. Tuind ngu 14m. Tin minh
di, minh biét ma!”, Neal khit mai.

Vién ngoc do lai phat sang.

“Cho minh xin 13i, hoi ndy minh quing
cai gang tay mat roi. Bay gio lam sao ma
1dy duoc vién ngoc? No sé dot chay tui
minh mat,” Eric ndi.

Keeah lac dau: “Phai c6 cach chit. Thay
Galen c6 ndi chinh long héan thu ctia Sparr
dalam cho vién ngoc trd nén nguy hiém”.

Neal gittong ba con mat nhin Mat: “Nhu
vay co nghia la...?”

“Minh biét roi. Gidng nhw 1a, néu mdy bo
tlic gian, Mt ciing sé gian di,” Julie ngat 161,

Eric gat dau: “Va néu nhu tui minh ¢
tam trang nguwoc lai voi gian di, c6 thé'la
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vién ngoc sé chang ban ra may céi tia do
chét nguoi do dau”.

“Nguoc lai voi gian dt?”, Neal hoi. “Vui
ve ha? Vi du nhu cuoi dugc khong?”

Xititii! Nhitng con bo van mai kéu rit
va liém.

“Démdila van dé. Vui vé caindi gi. Minh
dang s¢g muon chét day,” Keeah thi thao.

Julie quay sang Neal: “Bo co6 biét so
khong?”

“Pung hoi minh, lam bo 1a kho 14m roi.
Minh khong muén lam bo nuéng dau!”,
Neal tra 1oi.

“Khong, do lanhiém vy cia minh. Minh
1a phu thuy, it nhat cling da 1a mot nira phu
thuy!”, Keeah noi.

“Nhung lam sao ma cong chua di qua
bon bo kia duoc?”, Max nhin vé phia bon
bo va hoi.

Julie gio tay: “Khoan da, minh ¢ mot
ké hoach”.
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“Ké&hoach sao?”, Eric hoi.

“Neal s€ gia bo lam mot con bg con cta
chang. Hiéu khong, tui minh sé danh lac
hwdng tui nd”.

Neal lui lai that xa: “Minh khong nghi
vay dau! Co6 thé minh la mot con bo ngdc
nghéch, nhung khong ngu dén mirc 46 dau!”

“Nhung ma, Neal a! Tui n6 sé rat khoai
néu nhu thay bo, roi Keeah sé 1ay vién ngoc.
Chac chan 1a s& dugc ma!”, Julie thuyét phuc.

“Khong dam dwgc dau! Tui no sé dung
may cai ludi khung khi€p d6 liém minh!
Minh khéng chiu dau!”, Neal gan giong.

“Tui minh phai c6 Mat méi ctru thay
Galen dwgc. Ma chi c6 thay Galen mdi c6
thé bién bo trd lai binh thuwong duwoc..”.,
Keeah noi.

Neal im lang. Hai cong rau cta cu cau
run run, giat giat. N6 ho nhe, 1ay giong, roi
ndi: “Minh c6 thé trd lai binh thuong sao?
That khong?”
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“Véi lai, nhut vay sé rat mac cuoi. Keeah
s& cuodi va tui minh s& khong bi Mat dot
chdy,” Eric noi.

Neal th¢ dai: “Minh hi vong la vay.
Nhung ma [an sau, dén phién nguoi khac
lam bo do6 nha!”

N6 giat hai cong rau thém mot [an niva,
rit mot hoi dai, r6i voi va bo ra khoi bong toi.

“Ba! Me! Con da vé r6i day!”, nd la lén.

Méy con bo bu lai n6 ho hoi, givong rong
hai rau, truyén tin hiéu cho Neal. Réc réc!

Keeah khong nhin duoc cwoi trong luc
nho chay lai dong tring.

La bo gan nhu vay kin Neal, kéu lén om
som mung ro.

“Nhanh 1én, minh dang bi liém ne!”,
Neal kéu oai oai.

Keeah cang cuodi dit. Nhé 6m han vién
ngoc do dang phat sang trong long ban tay.

“Cong chtia 14y duoc r6i! Va né chang
ban ra nhiing tia Itta d6!”, Max reo lén.
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“Neal! B6 ra khoi chd d6 dwoc roi dé!”,
Eric noi.

Trong chép mat, ndm nguoi ban chay
bién ra khoi hang. L bo ritlénam 1, nhung
bon tré chay vong qua ria da va chay lén
nui trude khi 1t bo dudi kip.

Chuing chay cang ltc cang cao, dén khi
khong thé cao hon duoc nita.

Chung bo lén cai doc cudi cung.

Mot ludng gio nhe thdi mon man.

Trén dau chung bay gio la mot bau troi
bao la nhung am u.

Chung dang ¢ trén ria cia mot vach da
trang, tir day co thé thay mat bién Droon
bao la phia dudi.

Galen c6 ¢ d6, ong bi xich chat.

Hang trdm tén Ninn dang canh gitt ong.

Va bai Vuong Sparr cling ¢ dd!

“Pua ta vién ngoc... hay la chét!”, han
gam lén.



Keeah cang cudi di. Nhé ém hén vién ngoc dé
dang phat sang trong long ban tay.
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“A... vay c6 lua chon nao khac khong?”,
Neal hoi,
Ngay lap ttc... Phiec!... mot biec teong
Itta d doi bung lén, vay quanh bon tre.

“Tui minh lai bi mac bay r6i!”, Eric n6i.



Bon tré dtmg sat lai v6i nhau dé tranh I,

Sparr cat giong: “Mot nha ti1 bang Itra.
Céacnguoi phai cdm on Demither viy tudng
tuyét voi nay. Ba thiét la chu ddo, dung
khong ne?”

“Niém vui ctia minh dang tat dan,”
Keeah noi. Bttc twong Itra li€ém gan hon.

“Hay dé bon tré yen!”, Galen gao lén
trong ltc viing vay thoat ra khoi nhitng
soi xich.

> &
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“Pua Mat cho ta r6i cAc ngudi mudn di
dau thi di,” Sparr dap. Han bat ngén tay
va mot tén Ninn to 16n bwdc toi, dang cho
han mot thanh kiém rat ngng. “Xiéng xich
cta nguoi sé duoc cit, Galen a. Nguoi sé
duoc tw do”.

Tam chan caa Max [ong lén: “Duu..ing
tin 101 han!”

Eric nhin lén. Ltra boc cudn cudn lén cao.
La mot diéu la nhitng con rudi bién canh
xanh dang tu lai ngay bén trén ngon Itra.

Eric thdy c6 gi d6 bat thuong.

Cai gi bat thuong?

Sparr nhin xuyén qua ngon ltta: “Cach
day hang th&ky, ta da tao nén Mat Do Binh
Minh d€ thuyec thi y nguyén...”

“Y nguyén x4du xa ctia nguoi!”, Keeah
ndi, rang gitt binh tinh. “Nguoi chi biét
giang nhiing 10i nguyén lén nhiing nguoi
khéac. Nhuw Demither. Nhw mau hau ta!”
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Eric van quan st nha tl Itra ctia chting.
Ltra cia Demither. N6 nhd lai, c6 lan ba
da néi ba chang thudc phe nao, ké ca phe
cua Sparr.

Nhitng ngon Itta nhu trugt lén nhau.
Chung loé do, roi bac, roi lai do. Bon Ninn
c6 vé so ngon ltra. Chting chang ddm
diung gan.

Nhung van c6 gi d6 bat thuong.

Vo ve! Nhiing con ru6i bién kéu ngay
cang lon.

ROi tie thi, Eric hi€u ra. Ngon Itra trong
c6 vé rdt nong, tudng ching c6 thé dot
bét ctt thit gi ra tro. Nhung chang c6 khoi
bay lén. Va khong nong. Néu nhu ¢ hoi
néng, nhitng con rudi sé chang bao gio
bay sat dén nhuw vay. Chinh la vay! Ngon
Itra khong that.

N6 chi ¢6 vé ndng thoi.

Ngon Itra... la cai gi do.
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That ra, n6 la mot tdp hop nhitng cai gi
do6 khac!

Sparr di mot vong quanh ngon Itra. Han
doan ra ngay. Demither d Itra han.

Ericlén ngay mot ké hoach. N6 da chan
ra hiéu cho Neal va nhin 1én bon ru6i bién.
Doan no6 hat dau vé phia tén Ninn dang
cam thanh kiém r6i hoi Neal: “Dong minh
cuia bo c6 thé gitp tui minh khong?”

Neal cueoi that rang r6. NO giat giat rau
may cai. Bon rudi ti tir bay 1én cao roi bay
vo ve sang tén Ninn.

“Pua Mat cho ta!”, Sparr ra lénh.

“Chuan bi chay nha!”, Eric khé néi. Roi
no6 budc lai gan bic teong lira.

“Eric, bo tinh lam gi vay?”, Julie hoi.

“Moi nguoi theo minhnha!”, n6 gio tay ra.

“Eric Sw Phy, ditng!”, Max la lén.

“B&t dau!”, Eric la lén.

Neal ra dau va bon rudi bu lai sat tén
Ninn. “Grt!”, tén linh canh gam 1én, dap
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tay loan xa dudi ru6i. Thanh kiém nang né
ctia han roi xudng dat.

Trong chép mat, Eric nhay qua ngon Itra.
N6 da san sang la lén, néu nhu bi phong,
nhung chang sao hét. Trong tich tac né
cham tay vao ngon Itta, ngon Itta bo lén
tay né. Ltta lanh ngat!

“La tui silf day ma! Minh biét ma!”, n6
reo lén. Nhiing sinh vat la chay xuong dat
nhu nudc.

“Demither ddm phan bdi ta!”, Sparr
gao lén.

Eric va Julie phong dén chup thanh kiém
cua tén Ninn. Hai dta cung givong thanh
ki€ém lén.

Cheng! Soi xich to ctia Galen roi ra.

“Bon bay phai tra gia!”, Sparr hét to.

“Nguoi tra gia thi c6 do tén Sparr kia!
Vi nhitng 10i nguyén nguoi da giang 1én
ngroi khac!”, Keeah dap tra.

Buiim! Nhiing tia sang ban ra dit ddi tir
ban tay cua Keeah.
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Mot tia ltra khung khi€p dot chdy den
mot vung dat gan bon Ninn lam bon chung
bo chay tan loan.

M5t tia khac ban ngay chan Neal.

“Ui!”, nd lalén, nhay qua mot bén dé né.

“Keeah!”, Galen noi 16n. “Con khong
kiém soat duwoc Mat dau. Long gian dit sé
huy diét con!”

'II

“Quang no di!”, Max la lén.

Keeah quang vién da nong bong xudng
bién,

“NO LA CUA TA!”, Sparr gao. Hén hit
mot hoi day, nguoi han hinh nhu phinh
to ra gdp d6i. Mat han 1oé 1én, hai cai vay
ctia han chuyén sang mau den vi gian di.
Han chop 1ay cay gay phép.

Ret! Nhitng tia ltta phong ra tir cay
truong. N6 ban vao khong trung, nham
huéng Mat. Vién ngoc ding lai, khong rét
xuong ntta. N6 di chuyén cham cham vé
phia Sparr.
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“Thdy chwra? Mat Do Binh Minh biét ai
la chti nhan ctia né ma! Lai véi ta nao, hoi
ngoc!”, han gao lén.

Han cat giong cuoi khi gan véi téi
vién ngoc.

Nhung bat thinh linh... BUUM!

M3t bién yén tinh nd tung, mdt con ran
bién khong 16 trdi 1én tir nhiing ngon song.
“Phu thuty Demither!”, Eric kéu lén.

Con ran ngéc dau 1én ha miéng ra: “Ta
la Demither, nit hoang cua dai dwong!”

R6i thi, quang mot canh tay day vay
ctia minh ra, mu pht thay chop 18y Mat
D¢ Binh Minh.

“Khong!”, Sparr hét vang. “Nguoi qua
da sinh ra vao mot ngay toi troi, Demither.
Ta sé tim ra ngwoi!”

Con ran ngdc dau lén mot [an nita, r6i
lao minh xudng nudc, lam mot cudn séng

ban tung lén vach d¢a nhu bom né.



Nhung bt thinh linh.. BUUM! Mét bién yén tinh nd tung,
mét con rdn bién khéng 16 tréi Ién tir nhing ngon sdéng.
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“Dang so thiét!”, Julie ha hdc, nhin cham
cham xudng mit nudc.

Tén phu thay chay dén bén mot con
groggle, nd cat canh khoi vach da: “Ninn,
theo ta!”

R6i Sparr quay sang Eric va cac ban ctia
nd, han la lén: “Bon nguoi yéu 6t kia! Hon
dao nay sé la noi chon vui cac ngwroi mai
mai! bat, hay niit ral Hay d6 xudng bién!”

M3t dat bat dau rung chuyén.

D3
**:
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Kec! Kéc! Toan bo quan doi Ninn bay
vut lén troi, theo sau Dai Vwong Sparr.

Ca hon dao chan dong va rung ban bat.
Mot ké nirt khong 16 chia nhiing cum da
ra lam hai, doc theo vach da.

“Tui minh phai di khoi chd nay ngay!”,
Neal la 1én, rdi cu cau phéng ngay qua chd
cac ban.

Eric ngac nhién khi nhin thay ban minh:
“Ua, Neal, b6 da trd lai...”
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“Minh trolai thi sao chit...?”, Neal hoi lai.

“Binh thuong thoi!”, Julie ndi. “Bo lai la
Neal! Khong con 1a bo nita! Chac 1a Mat da
tra lai hinh dang nguoi cho bo!”

“Minh ltc nao cling thich 1a chinh minh.
bi thoi!”, Neal noi.

Am! Mit d4t ngay cang rung chuyén
d@ doi.

“Theo 16i nay! Hon do nay sap bi biéh nudt
ching! Khan treeong 1én nao!”, Galen giuc.

Sau nguoi ban chay that nhanh xudng
khoi nhitng vach d4 trang. Ching chay
ram rap xuyén qua khu ritng ram, luét qua
nhiing tang da, nhitng than cay.

Cudi cung, ching da dén bo bién.

Ric! Véach d4 trang khong 16 ¢ trén cao
sép VO ra.

“Tui minh can mot con tau!”, Keeah noi.

Galen nghiém nghindi: “Chung ta phai
c6 thit gi d6 dé khoi s Thix gi d6 d€ lam
nén mot con tau”.
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Mat Eric nhw tim kiém vat gi d6. “Chau
biét r6i!”. N6 chay bang qua bai bién. O
mot chd no, ndm an sau nhitng tang da,
la nhiing tdm van va manh vai buém rach
teom ttt con tau cii.

“Cai nay duoc khong?”, n6é hoi mudn
hét hoi.

“Qua tot!”, Keeah dap.

Théatnhanh, ca bon thu gom tat ca nhiing
gl con sot lai ttr con tau cti. Galen va Keeah
cung ndi mot thit ngon ngtx ky la.

Bat thinh linh, that ky diéu, nhiing
manh van vo trd thanh hang tram tam van.
Nhing manh buém rach cudn lai thanh
nhiing tdm vai vudng virc, lanh 1an, c6 mau
do soc vang.

Doan, con tau Jaffa Wind sting sting hién
lén, dep hon bao gio hét!

“Nhanh lén, moi nguwoi lén tau nao!”,
Max kéu goi.
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Khi moi ngwoi da tap hop day du trén
tau va budm da cang gio, con tau bat dau
lwdt di trén mat nude.

Ric! Vach da trang niet todc ra, nhiing tang
da to roi rao rao xuéng mat bién phia dudi.

“Vira kip luc!”, Eric ndi.

Bo bién va khu ring gia bi nhan chim
dudi nhitng lan séng khong 10.

Mot lac sau, dinh ngon nui cting chim
dan xudng mat bién. Hon dao ky bi bién
mat. Nhu thé n6 chua ting ton tai.

Con tau nhu co phép la, nhe nhang ré
song luot di.

Eric ding dwa vao thanh tau, tho ra
khoan khodi: “HOm nay, Sparr da thua”.

Keeah mim cwoi: “Dung vay. Bay gio,
han chéng con Mat Do Binh Minh. Bay gio
thi minh va phu viong c6 thé di tim mau
hau dwoc roi”.

“Sparr sé lam gi ké tiép day?”, Neal hoi.
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Galen lu6t nhin mat bién, 6ng noi:
“Demither dang di 1én phia bac. Dén bo
Mintar noi ba ta da bi bién hinh thanh hinh
dang bay gio. Sparr sé theo ba ta dén do.
Nhung d6 khong phai chuyén ctia ngay
hom nay. Nhin kia...”

Mt troi 16 ra sau nhitng dam may den,
soi sang ca mot vung bién. Mot ngay mdi
bat dau.

“Nhin chd kia nita kia. Mot thanh phd!”,
Neal ndi.

Tat ca chay lén boong trén. Nhin tir xa,
c6 thé thay nhitng toa thap bac 1ong lanh
dung sting sttng: mot thanh phd khong 16!
Anh sang mét troi chiéu sing bén cang véi
nhitng con thuyén day mau sac.

“Thanh Jaffa!”, Keeah reo lén. “Pay la
tht1 d6 cua Droon. Nha ctia minh”.

“Tui minh cling vé dén nha,” Julie ndi.
“Nhiing bac thang kia!”, nho chi tay vé phia
bén trai con tau. Chi€c thang than dang
treo lo Ittng trén nhitng con song lan tan.
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Vai phut sau d6, Neal, Julie va Eric budc
tte con tau lén bac thang cudi.

“Minh khong biét no6i sao d€ cam on cac
ban... minh chi biét ndi... cic ban tro lai

'II

som nha!”, Keeah noi.

“Droon rat can nhitng nguoi ban tot nhw
cac chau,” Galen noi, 6ng nd mot nu cuoi
hién hau.

Eric cling mim cwoi: “Chitng nao phép
mau con hiéu nghiém, chung chau sé con
tro lai”.

Julie dm 1ay Keeah: “Ctt tinla nhu vay di”.

“Tam biét, Sw Phu Neal. Rat vui vi da
c6 lic Max nay chang phai la nguoi nho
con nhat ddm!”, Max noi.

Neal gio nhitng ngon tay ctia minh lén
tran r6i ngo ngoay hai lan: “Nghia la...
hen gap lai!”

Ba dtta tré vay tay va dua lén nhitng bac
thang, trd vé tang ham phia trén. Ching nhin
lai mot Ian cudi khi con tau ctia Keeah tang
toc vao vung bién 18p lanh ctia Thanh Jaffa.
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Ba dda tré vay tay va dua Ién nhiing bac thang,
tré vé tdng ham phia trén.



HON DAO HUYEN BI %

Roi Eric bat cong tac den 1én.

Vuuuiiit! Nhitng bac thang bién mat
dwdi chan chung, thay vao do, san nha
bang xi mang mau xdm dan hién ra.

“Quai la thiét!”, Eric noi.

“Quai nhat tir trudc dén gio,” Neal
dong tinh.

Chuing budc vao tang ham.

Julie tho dai: “Nhung du sao, minh
khong cho ndi dén lac tui minh sé lai
di tiép”.

Eric n6i: “Minh ciing vay. Khong biét
lan téi minh sé toi dau day. Thanh Jaffa?
Hay bo bién Mintar?”

Neal nhin mat: “Mién la ding cd tui
bo. Du sao thi 6ng Galen ciing da ndi roi
do, chuyeén do tinh sau. Nhin kia!”

Qua béng dang nam trén ban moc.

N6 lai la qua bong binh thuong.
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94 % BIMAT XUDROON

Anh sang xuyén qua ctra sd ting ham.
Nhung do6 khong phai la anh chdp. D6
la 4nh nang mat troi.

“Con bao da qua. C6 ai ddi bung
chwa?”, Eric quay sang cac ban noi.

Neal cuoi tdi tan mang tai va bé tay:
“B0 biét r6i ma... con phai hoi!”

Bon chiing chay lén nha bép d€ an trua.

Hét tap 3



Khi nao Eric, Julie va Neal lai
c6 dip quay lai x&¢ s6 Droon?
Sau khi Mit D6 Binh Minh lot
vao tay phu thity ran Demither,
Am muu ké ti€p ctia Sparr sé
la gi?

Moi cac ban don doc tap 4:

THANH PHO TRONG MAY
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