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PHAN THU NHOT

CHUONG I

THANH DUOC

D v @ C sr Peter Kier khong phéi nhir vé 8 ong
lang bam hdi d6 & My, trgn dai vai vi thude khong cong
phat gi het r6i néi ring thuSc tri dwge bd ching mi 1Am
giau mét cdch mau chéng.

Khong, « thdnh duge » clia 6ng, dng phii dich thin
di ki€m ndm 1858 & ddy ndi Alleghanis, Ong phii chju
ngan ndi nguy hiém, trdn trinh d4n Da 43 Delawares,
chéng cy véinhiing tha div d6i khdt ; nhung sau, chinh
Pontiac, vi Chia Da dd da an cin ti€p d6n 6ng va db td
tinh than thign, lai ting 6ng mét chiéc khan choing théu,
mét d6i gidy da hodng. (1) va cho mdt bon ho tdng 6ng
ch& vi thude dé vé Pittsburgh nira,

Céc thén chit cia 6ng by gi® khét khao vi thude dy
(1) Ledi brou con
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8 Bf MAT DAU L(rA

I&m. Cho nén subt ngdy khich mua nuom nwgp trude
cira tigém nhd clia 8ng trong d6 6ng bin dd thé : thude
ubng, db choi, thic &n. Chua bao gitr 6ng budn bén duge
ph8n thinh nhr v@y. Tai phia sau, Sam Smith, mét thanh
nién gidp vigc 6ng &. Venango cling vE& véi Ong, tii byi
db thudc vao nhitng ve 10 phan lit mét.

Chédt déu den va niing 1am nhérn tay ching va cdi mii
bang phién cla né lam cho chang chéng mit nhu say
reQu, nhung chang khéng sao ngirng tay dugc vi lam
khong kip, ngutri mua déng qud.

Mbi ve nhd bdn 2 xu ma thiing dyng tién clia Ong
Kier diy nhée bac cic.

Tir m8y ngay nay Ong khdl phiai h#t hei khoe nhu
h6i déu nhitng tdnh cht cda vj thin duge cla ngudi Da
dd d6 ntra. Nhitu ngudi da thdy né linh nghiém rbi,
khéi cin phdi quing cdo. V4 lai 8ng khén khéo, cho in
nhirng t&r cdo bach réi thué tyi nghto déi rdch ruéi di phéit
cing dudng & chiu thanh Pittsburgh.

Trong t& céo bach éng tuyén b3 : « Ba con c6 dau
bénh gi, cir diing thudc clia t6i thi s8 manh. Diu cha 6i
déa noi danh 1a trj dugc bénh dui, bénh dide, bénh té liét,
Mubn bidt né thén higu ra sao, xin b con cfr hdi céc
nguui cli, dau gan, dau mat, hojc bi chéng phong thip,
bi bénh than kinh, »

O dusi lai in loi edm tg cha nhirng than chd : 6ng
Hawkes & Boston dau tim chi uéng 3 ve ma khoi, bd Chil-
dreek & Savannah ding thudc c¢6 3 ngay ma hét tan nhang
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Bf MAT DAU LDPA 7

o mit, Sau cing mt ngudi héi mudn gidu tén, chi bbi cé
- nira thang ma téc moc 18n rdm, mEm va w hon hoi truede

nhiéu.

Ba 6 gitr chibu md khéch hiang e¢dn chen chic dyi &
trede. Ong Kier bio ho hdom sau trd lai vi ong sip déng
clra Li¢m. R6i 6ng vao phia sau ndi 16n tiéng :

— Sam ! thoi nghl. Rira tay di v& c6 mubp di choi
thi di. Nhung ngay mai rdn téi sém nhé..

Sam ddp : Da.

Vai phit sau ching déng cira tiém, rbi di dao trén dai
1§, trong long dwong duwong ll._r'ﬁﬁl:: va tran tré hy vong
vi ty nghi méi 17 tubi ddu duge tr do ma mdi thing lai
dé danh duge ba My Kim lan.

Ch‘ang rho buéde, dit tay tGi quan, vira di vira hu:-'rt_
gié vd xéc nhitng d6ng tién vang cho né kéu keng keng-
Vi nhirng d6ng'tién dy ma dém nhu-chhng cang mfng
thdy clia cai va hanh phdc.

That chang di khé khin méi xin phép dwge cha 4t
theo dng Kier. Coem hy xa cla chang, nang Marjorie King
ciing khée 16c khi ching lén dudrng. Chinh chang d3 ran
lim méi git dwge khoi thon thiére, vi ching khdng wa
thinh thj, chang thich cin nha ¢6 cha gid & Titusville,
thich ho Erié ddy cd va khu rirng réng 38y con mdi. Nhung
chang cé tham vong va chi mudn [Am gidu, Mudn véy chi
c6 cach 13 ra thanh thi. Chang ty nhi: ¢« Ba My kim b#t
d#u lén r6i ddy. Khi minh v& c6 & Marjorie chac ngac nhién
14m, h6i d6 nghi ngd vé twong lai cla minh va khuyén
minh an phin & nha theo né n#p tb tién »,
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8 Bl MAT DAU LTrA

Chang dvong khoan khodi nght téi nhing chiée binh
tring bat bdp rdt ngon ctia ¢6 Marjorie, t&i thir rwqu bia
ba chang ché va thir thude hdt ma éng tim rurgu va mit
thi bdng thdy cé-ai cham vio vai minh. Chang gquay lai.
Mgt ngudi trae ti tudn duong ngdm chang, thin hinh cao
thing vad manh nhu civ ba huvong &o.

Trén guong mit cwong quydt cdia con nguri 8y ¢o
mt theo dai nim ngang md tir 1ai bén trdi t&i midng.

Nguwot dé hoi @ | |

— Cé6 phai anh lam cho duge sir Kier khong ?

Sam dép :

— Phii,

— V& chinh anh gidp 6ng la bdn thudc 7

Sam gét ddu mdt ldn nira.

— T6i [a Dai t& Edwin Drake. Anh cdbn tré, khéng
nhé dugc cuge chién tranh véi M&Tay-Co cho nén anh
chwa bigt 161. Khong sao, Anb di lai tiém dn véi t6i, 16icb
chuyén mudn néi véi anh.

R61 Dai t4 ndm tay Sam, dit lai mot qudn Bn 3o, rit
dong khéch. |

Trong géc quin ¢ mdt 1o 1én dé quay ga, vit va heo
stra. Cic cong tir va cac 6ng hoi dong thwong lai d6 udng
rueQu “rom* trwée biia dn va san bda cdn noc thém miy ve
bia n{ra.

Pai td Drake bdo Sam ngbi xudng va hoi:

— Anh ¢6 bidt duge s Kier kigm thir ddu ma dng
khoe 1a trj duge bd chiang &y & dau khong ?
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Bf MAT DAY LUPA ©

Sam hoi ngace nhién va 1y lam ti ddc duye ngdi trong
mot quan sang trong, bén cgnh mgt vi Pai td anh hing,
Chang ddp :

— Bigt chir ! O tai x& 61 ma ! O Titusville, gin h3
Erié, trén Sudi Diu vi trén mt he.

— Auh_ bigt mign d& khéng ?

~— Thua 8ng, bi€t r5 lém, Tsi sanh tai Venango rbi
qua & Titusville. T6i da thdy tdt cd cdc bo lac (1) Da &4
tir - Michilimakiftalk téi Ohio. T68i bigt néi cdc thd ngw (2)
Sioux, Mandangua, Cherakee, Delaware. T3t c& tui d6 dsu
13 ban thén cha téi

— Buge lam, Thoi ching ta ung rwgu di rbi 4n.
(}ng Kier tra cong anh bao nhiéu ?

— Thira mét ngay nim cfic nhung t6i chic chin ring
khi bdn h€t diiu, 8ng chi t6i s8 d4t 16i theo 4% di 1dy diiu
voi dng va lic d6 t6i sé duge thudng mudi dong nta.

Pai td mim cuvi ;

— Ong Kier réng rai that.

~— Da | Vituy khoi Alleghany, duérng ¢6 nguy hidm
va khé nhgc thit, nhung dy diu thi khéng gi d& blag.
NG & fgay trén m3t hé hodc suli, Chi viée cti xufng mic
ting thing mét ! Tyi Da dé khéng phdn khing chi hét,
ching bigt ring dng Kier ¢6 mdc hodi ciing khéng khi nko
hgt ma sg.

(1) I';qr chwa 1§ chire thinh gudt gia, mbi bd {2c do mbt t trudmg
edrm diu,
(») Tidng 0éi cla dia trong mifn, téc cha mdi b lacs
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t0 Bf MAT DAU Li*A

— Vi anh tin ting du 4y linh nghiém v ?

Sam nhén vai :
6i thd that véi ong, khong bao giv nghi-téi
diu fy hét. Tyi Dadd ding né Iam thube. Té¢i nglt ch
nhirng thiy mo (1) cda bon hg méi bidt cdch chi thir |
thudc gy (hoi OHE Kier thi mdc d4u v& r8i bdn !i¥n, khéng
chi€ gl hét. Néu né khong tri dwge bénh hi ciing vé hai,

Dai td udng mgt hoi hét ly rwgu, kév mét ly khic réi
nhin thing vao mit ngudi thanh nién, bdo :

— Arnh Sam n?, t6i thiing thin d€ ughi véi anh nhw
viy : t6i trd anh mdi ngay mot dong 48 dit o Jai sudi
Ddu va n€s moi sy xong xubi, t6i s& thudrg anh hai
chuc dong.

Chang mirng qué, mii m¢idp a 4p dng duge :

— Ong néi that ché ?

— Thit ! N&u anh bing [ong thi khodng tdm ngay
nira chéng ta kh&i hinh. T6i cho ank hay traede 16i sé e
ba chi€c xe, mudi con la cdi, mit s8 16n dung cu va do
khi gi¢i 1ot &2 cho tyi ché chét Da-dé (2) khéng dam ngé
ngée béu ming téi dovan’ xe cla la,

Dai td thuing c6 giong thé [§ &y cla cde gqudn nhan,
Sam ndéi :

— Ong mudn canh tranh voi 6ng Kie:. Ntu toi gidp
éng thi bt nghia véi dog chi cla t6i, ong &y 15t véi (6
]mn

(1) Thiy clng cia the din,
" (3) Thi d3 ngedy My vio cda chi gigng aber viy véi eguiri Da &3
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Bf MAT DAU LUPA 1

Pai té cudi rh:

— Qul th¥n i ! Ong chl aph B mAt dia con nit.
Thir diiu 8y mi chi diing d& chita bénh 18 bai vA bénh
¢dm thol w 7 Khong bigt diing ao vio vige khic th) 1a 48
t8i. Nay em, tdi th® véiem ring hai ching ta ca thé lam
xdo trfn ca the gidi. Em ¢6 qui quvét theotdi khang ¥

Sam nhir bi long nhigt huy®t vi giong coong nghi
elin Dai ¢4 thot mign, nhin dng mét lic, mat long lanh
nguirng mf i hing héi dip :

— Dg 6!

Ong Drake chia ban tay hi phép ra :

~ £3§p vio déy (1). Thoa thudn cbé ? Thoi, %o 43 _vi‘t
hen tdm ngdy nlra 58 gip nheu,

. %
g

Sufl mdt tuln 18, Sam mo twdng t&f vang. Chang
tring tegng canh gige b, Nhung nio chi o6 b8y nhigu ¢
Chiang s& con [dm xao trdn cd the gidi kia! Tén ching,
bling chir vang. s€ chéi loi trén cim thach nhir tén cic vi
danh nhin nhe Washington (2), nhu thj trudpz Bucchanan!

Chang &1 xin 8ng Kier cho ching théi vide, néi riing
xa Ong chng budn 1&m, phung mét vin may vé cing d3
1Gi vir cliing phat di 8 lap mot sy pphitp 160 lao hon.

Duge sir cho ring chang hoy khimg va agm dwgo

(1) Curg nbw minh mie npea 2y nhaw, 6 § thea thujs,
(t) Vi Tony thiog d3u tibe efa TIue Kj.
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12 Bt MAT DAU LU’A

ngay ngudi khde d& thay. O Pittsburgh ¢6 cd trim thanh
nién duong thém thudng chéd dé.

Sau ciing, ngiy quan trong da téi. Tir hirng sdng
Sam Jai chg Pittsburgh da thdy Dai td Drake v&i xe c8,
la céi vA hai ngudi ddng hanh nira : Jack Iloggan va George
Kent, cd 2 déu manh mé, da mit rdm ning; chai nhw da
nai. Coi digu bd cla hg cling bigt ngay ho da luu lge glang
hé, dd cid ngan [En thodt ch@t trong nhing cdnh dong cd
ménh méng hogc nhirng khu rirng xanh thim tham.

Nhitng ké qua duivng thidy ho, khéng ngac nhién chat
chi hét, vi thoi d6 thutrng c6 nhing ngudi khin hoang
bé thanh thj, mao hitm ddn than vao nhing mi¥a xa Ia
dé lam gidu hodc chon xwong noiddt khdch.

Sam vira leo lén mft chiéc xe do Dai td dénh thi ca
doan & hanh Ién dubng ngay.
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CHUONG 11

QUA PEO QUA Sudl

Lin treére gip Pai td,. Sam chira ¢ dip nhan xét
dwge 6ng k§. Lin ndy ngbi trén xe, bén canh 6ng, ching
thdy 6ng x&u xi nhdt doi : mii vira dai vira to, méi thi
day, nhdt |1 v&t theo 16n & md bén trdi méi tai hai
Nheng di durge mét quing, téi ché ngirng thir nhit, cdm
frdng dé tiéu tan mat va chang chi cdn nhdn thdy 6ng
irin tr& nghi lwe vé the chdt cing nhr v& tinh thin. Ong
lubn luén hoat dong, coi s6c doin xe, ra 1&nh cho ngudri nay .
ngudri khdc m8t cdch ngot ngdo, thin mit vA khbng mét
gifly nao [ 6ng khong chim chi dd xét cinh vat & chung

quanh hodc nét mit nhitng ngudri déng hanh. Ngudri chién
- si gid dy thir stc bén bi cha ho, nhwng 6ng c6 thE yén
tim vi ho déu ] hang lye s1 ca.

M6t di€u lam cho Sam r#t ngac nhién 1a Pai t4 ch&
theo mét 88 khi cu vi dai. Anh ty nghi, c6 mudn lam xéo
trén cd'thé gidi nhu Dai td néi thi mang theo vai db dumg
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14 Bf MAT DAU L(PA

cing G, ha tdt phii ché theo i dung sit dy. Nao i
nhitng dng dai vo k&, nhi¥ng rdng roe, trye kéo, cén QUAY...r
"cdc thir 4v chi ldm cho hianh trinh thém khé khin «i
dirrng mdn da khé di ma lai phdi qua deo, qua d8m, muén
phdn nguy higm nira ! Mdy tram chide thung sit kia chit
trén mdt cd xe thi cdn dwge di, nhung con onhirng thit
khi cu khéc ich loi gi ddu ? ‘

Tuy ching blim sinh r8t d& dit, nhung khi t6i chd
¢dm trai thr nhirt, chang khong th® giw kin ndi long duge
nira ma phai héi : |

— Thura Pai t4, td1 khéng ddm khuyén &ng, nhung
ngay tir ngdy mai, ching ta t&i mét mién rdt hoang vu
mi c6 18 chwa cé6 mét ngudi da tring ndo dgt chan dén
hé&t, Khong cé dutemg cdi ma ¢ 1& cling khong cd duirng
mon xe di duge nka. Nhitng 45 st v ich ndy sé lam
¢ho hanh trinh ching ta khé khin lim, Véi lai qua sbng,
qua d&m, né & sét mat,

Oqg Drake dép giong hoi gay _gﬁt :

~— Nay em, t6i khong qui gi bing nhitng 4% sét dy
va nhimg ¢ nghi trong ddu t6i. Tai sin cha tbi d6. Em
khéng mufn t6i bd cd taisdn et t6i chir ?

Sam nght t&i ti¥n c6ng mot dng md: ngiy ma lo
l&ng. Thaisdn clia dng &y chi cé ddng sit Lo di ddy théi
v ? Viy Ong tinh trd c¢éng minh bing thi dy sao ?

Nbung méi qud, chang ngtli bi va sdng hOm sau
doan 17 hanh lai ti€p tuc di t6i Alleghany.
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Bf MAT DAU LTPA 13

Tird4y 12 bit d%u cinh thién nhién hing vi. Toan [A

44, nii nhe o6 ai due, cghh thet sée bén. Mi¥n dy c6 hda
son, ddt vai chd n&t ra sdu hom xudng thanh deong dai

hang trim thuée xe &i loc coc lic lw that khé khin.

= Truée cinh hiing vi dy, lodi ngudi thiv minh 4t nhd

Mat trdi & trén dinh d%u chang chang chidu
xudng ; dodn xe tién rdt cham vi la d& mét mdi, thinh

thodng nilrdi phii xubng xe, div tiép méi qua dugc nhirng
khic dudmng gh ghd.

Khéng thdy mot béng ngudi. Todn Ja chim, phin
nhigu 1a nhirng manh ciim nhwr loai thén wng, loai dai bang
tring chl & trén nhing ngon ndi cao chét vét, khong ai
t6i dwege. Khong khi vang d0ng tidng chim kéu.

Pa quen séng trong mign Hy tir thud nhd, Sam thuye
dudmg 1&m vA biim sinh chang ¢6 cdi gidc quan vE pheong
heéng ciing nhe nhitng ngudri séng giwa canh thién nhién
trong rirng sdu ndi cd. Ong Drake dé ching ddn dutrng
va d6i khichang ¢6 cam twdng rdng chinh chang lam chi
doan lF hanh.

Ho di nhe vdy hai ngdy, 4n nhitng thuc phlm dy
triv ma Pai t4 83 mua & Pittsburgh. Nhung Ong nghi
phdi d& phdng sy bdt tric, nhdt 12 trong nhirng cube hanh
trinh 4%y nguy hidm nhw vdy, cho nén &ng quvét  dinh
ring khi nao t&i mign rirng thi phdisin bin ma %n, khéng

| dwoge ding téi nhirng thye phim mang theo.

Ong phén phit khf gi6i : mdi ngudri dwee mdt .khiu
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16 Bf MAT DAU LIra

sing sdu vd mdt cdy sing trudrng kidu méi nhit dung
trong quén ddi.

Ong chi céch ding nhitng khi gi¢i d6 cho ba ngui
xim & chung quanh r5i k&t lvgn :

== C6 céic siing ndy, anh em khéng cdn s¢ gi nira .
cidch niim triim thwéc thi phdi bach phdt bich tring.

Ho da dinh ra khdi dwirng sdu hom thi chm trqi. Phai
d6t nhi€u lira cho b6t lanh va ciing 48 cho cdc thi dir td
md khOng ddm tdi glin. Viy ai nfly t&i chd ngirng deu di
ki€@m cti khO ngay. Trong khi Sam dvong lwgm cli, ching
nghe c6 ti€ng Dai td goi. Chang chay lai, thily Pai td
dwong cdi xutng ddt :

— Anh Sam, lgi ddy, coi ddng tro ndy.
Sam cdi xung, thyc tay vo ddng byi xém r8i thua :

— C6 ai dd cdm trai & dby rdi. Khong phdi méi hdi
hoém, nhung cdch ddy cling chua trén hai ngay vi tro d&
lanh nhung chira bi gié thdi tdn mdt di.

Pai td déng thing lén, vé lo Gu, hoi :
~ Tyi ndo cdm trai vy ?

| ~ Chéic chin tyi Da @8 rbi, Ngudi da tring khéng
cin lya cti kho, ho 46t cd nhirng cinh tuoi thinh ra khéi
bdc lén md mit, & xa thiy duge. Tyi Da 46 chi &0t cii
kho, cho khong ¢6 mot sgi khéi ndo bay lén hét v nhu
viy & xa khong ai biét rling c6 ho.

Pat té nght i ;
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2{ MiT DAU LUA 17

— T6i bigt. Nheng lanh hay di ?
Sam nhdr vai;

— Ching ta & trong khu vyc clia by lac Delaware,
nhung <6 1& la tyi moi Cherakee di ki€m mi2n cé nhidu
mbi 48 s&n bin rbi ngireg tai ddy. Chéng c6 tht twdng Mm
ring minh dudi theo ching dB tranh mdi véi ching, Cho
nén phii d¥ phong chiing tdn cbng minh.

~ Viy phai cho hai ban kia hay vi &8 phdog ngay &i;

o fra cdi rdt k¥, chl 46t nhEng cAnh thist khé 'vd
dinh thay phign nhau cank ﬁiﬂ. Hoggan vh Kent ‘canh
irwdec. |

Khi l&a chiy réi, ho #in qua lea i quin mén sia
8080 ngiL
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CHUONG I

SXN BAN

B £ M dy khong x3y ra chuyén gi hét.

Méi binh minh, doan 1 hanb li tiép tuc di v& phia
rirng. Mign ndy khé qua hon mi¥n nii vi déy leo ching
chit va khéng c6 dudrng mon.

Nhung méi diu xe di hoi nhanh vi mit tr&i chua

néng, la con khde. Va lai duirng hoi phing, trng ; nhd
¢6 nhigu &4, cly cBi cdon thua,

Khi mit trdi len d2n ghn dinh d3u, ho bat diu téi
khu rirng hoang. Mot ddng sudi 48 xudng nhu théc, tring
xéa r6i udn khic chdy & gin 46, tiéng 2o 2o ving vlng
dua lai.

Pai t4 ra lénh':

~— Ngirng lai day. Hoggan va Kent di ciu cdn Sam
va téi di sin.

Méi di séu vdo trong rirng, hai thiy trd ¢6 cam gidc
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Bf MAT DAU LUA 19

nhir chim vao mot ¢8i tich mich phi thudng. Nhung nfu
clii ¥ nghe thi thdy trong sy tinh mich iy 6 vé sB tiéng
ddng nho nhd ghn ol nhgn Ehﬁng duge va bi cdy cfi
sim uflt & chung quanh lam nghet- t&t di.

Hang tran: sinh vit nhd lanh le dweng rink ho, Nhng
con s6¢ & trén cAy bich bao dan nhBy tir cinh nidy qua
chnh khdc hode v(i vang chay qua mét khedog ring tr0ng.
Nhing con wng (1) diy dé fuegn vdng trdn & trén khing.
Nghe tidng v& canh, tiéng chip ¢hip nhe nhe, tidng =it soat
trér 14 kho, ta dodn dwge ring ¢6 vhitng lodi cim thil nhd
hé, Tt re,-mit long Janh z¢ sét dwong nkin theo hai ngudi
di sAn.

Ho. chi kigm mdi ién théi, Ho di di mft gi¥, trén mi
&4t min (2) 8m nhe nhumg, nheng éiy cnh kbé don
ring ric, ma khéng ki¥m dirge con mdi ndo het Mét qud,
Pai t4 ngdi phich xuéng mdt thén cy ¢b- trén ot ddt,
dgt sing trBn dii r3i chiim mé hoi trén trén,

Ong néi, giong mia mai :

w— Tén Dadd nko mudn ki€m mdi & d4y 58 thit vong
tél bye ndo | Khong chin sin hoa mivi son ca thl dnh
ch¥t &6,

Khkong thdy Sam &ép, Ong quay Jai thlra &ng d3 néi
m{t minh, Sam khinz c¢6 & 46, Ong diéng day tinh kéu
ching :hi c6 mdt ti¥ng sfing nb vang & trong rimg, k# sau

(:) Lép d% den do 15 théi md thioh,
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20 Bf MAT DAU LUA

¢6 ci ngan ti€ng sbt soat clia cdc con thd vét cudng loga
i:h:_l_}r tr8n trong bui hofic trén canh.

Pat td goi : .

~ Sam! Kigm dwgc gl khéng ?

Mot tidng & xa vong lai:

— Da.

Mot chit sau 6ng thy chang &i lai, vée m{t con nai
dinh médu v3 moi huéch [én trong lic hdp hdi. Nhung chimg
liéng con vat xudng ddt r3i nhly vdi vdo trong byi. Pai
td thfy v8y ngac nhitn qué, ty nghl chic Sam da thdy
mdt con mdi khée, r8i 6ng }én |3ng ngim nghia con nai,

Vai phat sau, chang thanh nién trd lai, vé mat vu tu
phién mu-‘;'in hién 16 trén mit.

Ong Drake nhin thdy, hoi :

— Thiy efi gi khéng ?

— C6. Va t86i ty hdi khong bigt ¢6 nén bln phdt
sing d6 .khéng ? .

— Nhung cé cdi gi md anh lo léng viy ?

«— Thua Dai td, Ic ndy, khi t6i tr& vE ddy hinh nhw
t61 nghe thiy tidng méi chte v§ trén nwée. Tiéng d6 dic
bigt 1dm. Cho nén t8i liéng con nai r6i nhdy v§i v bui.
T5i d3 khéng 1§m. Vi khic séng & ngoai kia chdy v6 gén
ddy vh ¢6i thdy trén dong nuée mgt chiée thuyén dge
mbe (1) cha tyui moi... va tdt nhién |13 trong thuyén cé mft
t&n mpi |

(1) Ngubi Moi Lhoft mgt thin ey 16a & Bim thuyin, Thuyén bhep 3
&ii,-nhu'ﬁg it chics
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Dat ta cling dam lo, hoi :
— B¢ lge n2o vgy ? Thi hay bgn ?

~— T&i khéng biét né thude b lac no nhung t6i bide
chic ring hinh-son trén minh né 13 hinh clia bg lge Che.
rakee. Trong nhirug khu rirng nay, khé ma gip duge ban
1&m. N6i chung thi tyi Da dd lubn luén 1 k& thy cda
ngudi Da tréng. |

- Vdy mi ti clr lu&ngl anh thin v&i ching.

— De, thén, Nhung _tmhg bon chiing minh chi cé
t6i than vai chiing thoi, vi lei toi khong than hét thiy tyi
no.

Ching vdc con nai t6i lAng 13ng di v& Téi chd cAm
trai thi hai ngudi kia dang lam thiré #n. Ho cdu. ohl trong
mot [4t ma duge rét nhidu cd.

Kent lam cd r6i xién &8 nwéng con Hoggan thi kigm
cli v6i Dai t4 a8 ot

Sam lijag con nai xudng rdi cling di ki¥m cti v&i Dai
t&, Canh d& s8i, nhitng con cf nhd nhe 14 lidu, vang 4oh
58¢ hoi lén ngdo ngat, Am cho phét tham,

Bin ngudri ngdi ddi dien nhau cung ‘En v -E‘éi td
- bit d%u cho Hoggan vi Kent hay chuygn Sam da thdy
t¢n mgi Da 40 i 6ng Ht luga :

~ T6i nghi chiing minh da bj ho rinh rdi, tén Da d6
d6 s& theo ddi ching ta. N6 38 bdo tin cho tul né hay.
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Ngay béy gitr thi chic chin 1a khong cé chi phéi lo hét,
Khi nioc ching minh vd tinh lim ditu gl phit § ching thi
lic d6 mé&i nguy hitm. Ching han nZu ching thdy ta &
lau trén dat ndy, nguy hai cho chéing, thl 18t ching 8
khéng d& yén cho ta déu.

— Cdn nhur n€u chiing ta sdn mdi cla chiing ?¢

~— Chting bigt digu l&m, hitu ring ching ta phii sia
mdi dB ¢6 thirc in. Nhung cing dirhg nén phd phdch mdt
cach vo ich.

Bira d6 kém vui. An xong, bon I hanh lai tigp tue di
mii t&1 sim tor, ai ndy d€u mét 4, méi ngirng lai. Ca budi
ho phai dung gwom d8n cfy, chit day leo d&8 m& dudng,
thanh thir m@t nhifu thi giyy va rdt khé nhee.

Téi chd ngirng, Sam cdm riu phd mot khodng dit hoi
rfng & cim trai, rbi di ki€m cdi kho. Khu d4t 4y, cinh
cdy bao phti & trén ddu, khit nhw mét clra to vd va rdi
méi chiu ma trong d6 43 tdi nhu dém day, Sam ki€m
dirge mét cady khd, 14y tay diy va chdn dep, cdy gue xudng
lign, '[5' chd giy vo ciy banh ra -rudt cdy da muc, thanh byi
kh8 nhw bdi nhai (1} va bét l&ra nhiy g&n bing thufic sing
Chang béc mét ndm, dem v& trai ddnh mot hon 44 lia va
nhém bép.

V& ciy 46 chiy lén, Hoggan nuwéng mdt mi€ng thit
nat i&n.

(1) Vit d2 bén |32 dung @ nhém I,
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Ho 3n vdirdi quin mé&n ngh. Lae d6d uﬂné mita néng

ho khdi phai dyng trai. Ho phdi canh twoi lén trén cho
ngon lira chdy dm1 vi ban dém khéi cé bde 1én ciing khéng

s¢ ai thdy, vilai khéi khéng sao 1&n khdi cdi tan 15 &
trén diu ho duge,

Hoggan, Kent va Pai td ngt libi: Sam quen véi cinh
rirng vA d%ng ¢3, cho nén thirc d& canh. Duge mot lic,
chang thdy thd vgt hién & chung ‘quanh trai. Ching td
md ngé ngon lira, mit sdng nhwr than hdng. Mot con
cd vo déu trén mot cdy gin d6, budng ti€ng kéu thé
thdm,

Ri'fng diy nhing sze huvén bi, he 8o. Nhu c¢é hang
ngin vat la, dwong ham doa ben ngudi Da tring.

Sam cham chd ngé. Chiang khoan thai nhbi mét cdi
thugc Iy bii nhiii chdm t5i binh tinh hit. Chang ty héi
Dai t4 mudn bét chang lam gi d&y. Chang khong quen
mdy mée. Nhing khi cy bing sit v0 ich v cBng kEnh
kia 1am cho chang lo ling. Mic ! Sau nay s& biét. Chi
it bita nira thoi, khong phdi dgi lau ddu. Chang nghi sip
duwge gip Marjorie vi thdy Idong rung dong nhe nhang, ém
& hon 1a khi ching nhé lai vé mit cing cdi nhung
thdng thén lam sao, hién tir 13m sao cha éng thidn chang,

"M@t bdy ché séi téi, Ching ng6i x8m, nhin ba nguti
ngd va mit ngudi thie. Ching no mdp va hign, ¢é vé nhu
nhitng con ché 8, long céng. Sam déng dgy, ligng vai
cdnh v6 déng lia, r6i tré v& chd, qudn minh trong mén.
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Chang cé cdm twdng khdng cé chi xiy ra hét vi
chang thiu thiu roi ngd ludn nhue mdy ngudi kia.

Chang tinh d3y trwéc hét. Anh sang mit tr&i chidu-
qua vOm ld cao va radm clia khu rivng m¥» mé. Lira vira
tan. _

Sam nh§n thdy rEng dan ché s6i vin khéng nhéc nhich
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THO DAN VA BEO

RONG rd hai ngdy ‘nira, t&i mdt midn ddt céng,
rirng thua, dodn I hanh ti€n mau hon duge.

Pai té.néi :

— T6i cé cdm tudng rdng ching ta gin téi. noi,

Sam ddp :

~— Thwa phdi. Cid Trei pha hg, khéng gip ditu gi
can trd hét. |

Doan xe cing di v0 s&u, ching thanh nién d6 cing
cdm thdy ¢6 cdi gi khong yén. Nhitng ngudri séng lau trong
rirng thudng 6 linh cdm &y, gide quan thé sfu kY di gy.

| Bdn ngudi 1 hanh khong biét gi vé tén moi hét, cling

khong thdy mgt ngon lira ndo, mdt ddu vét cim trai ndo,

mjt béng nguwdri ndo cd. Nhung Sam mo hS cam thdy,
dodn dugc riing & chung quanh c¢é k& nao duwong lin ndp

rinh md. Cinh rirng nhe mit sy digu hda. Ching khé
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chiu v& di¢u 4y, cho nén thinh thoing chang thinh linh
nhiy tir trén xe xubng, nging lai, quau qug, cdoh mii
phiing phng nhe mét con thi dinh hoi thdy sy nguy higm,

Ba ngutri kia than nhién, 1am hon khéng roi loan ky
di nhw Sam. Ho c6 thdy gi dang lo ddu ?

Nhung mdl tai nan sdp x4y téi

Ttr bubi sdng ho theo by mdt dong séng ¢d thic ma
lodi cd hirong wa &, Hoggan tiéc ring Pai ta khing cho
ngirng lai mét chit d€ ciu, chic chin 12 duge nhitu cd
l&m. Ning méi hie mot git. M4y con la d3 mét nhodi. Ong
Drake m3 héi dim dia, phdi cho ngirng sém dé nghi ngo1,
in udng.

Ho xufng xe v& nhe thuedng 18 2i ndy di ki#m ciii.
Sam vén cé cdm gidc bdt an 49, nheng chang khong cho
ai hay cA. Chang rdn xua dubi cam gidc 8y di, nhung né
vén t1& lzi. Chang dirong &1 sfu vao phia treng, bng nghe
cd ti€ng 14 sdt soat & ben 18 mdt vit gi ré&t ddnh bich
xufing d4t. Chiang théo csy sing deo & vai — chide sdng
dy; khéng bao gir r&i chang tir khi chang thdy tén
mgi — vi dirng rinh mgt ldc.

Cé cai gi xdy ra that, Tai chang quen nghe céc tiéng
dong nhd, thiy 5 ¢6 m8t sinh vit gi dwong ditrén i6p
ddt mém trong rirng. Chang dodn khong phii ti€ng ngudi
mi la mdt con thd vio loai beo dwong bwde chim chim
va déu dtu.

Rirng rdm aqnd, chang khong ngé xa dwge, ding yén
mt chd. quay di quay lai ngé chung quanh,
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Thiy yén ling mét hdi liu, chang vE chd nghi. Ba
ngudi kia, d¢i 18u quéd khong thdy chang vE. idy lam la v
in truée. Sam #n v6i vang, thinh thodng lai nghe ngéng
ti¢ng déng & trong rirng. Nhung cinh vt hoan toan tinh
mich.

Pai td hdt Sam ;
~— Anh ¢6 vé lo Jéng. Cé gi vy ?
Chang dép :

= T6i lo ling that. T6i khdng hitu vi sao. C6 l& (51
I5im. Khéng ¢d g xdc nhén dign t8{ lo hét.

B#n ngudi bt thude Si sia sogn lén xe. Nhung
kbi 8nog Drake dwong bufc la v2o xe thi cé tiéng kéu
nhur x€ khéng gian.

Sam, sing s&n trong tay, chay vE phia tiéng kéu. 13a
nguoi kia chim chap hon, chay theo va khi kip thi Sam
da b&n mat phit sGngz rdi, Trbng cAnh tugng & truéc mit,
ho hiku li€n, Mot tén Da 46 ndm M&n t1én mit ddt, bén
cgnh m6t con beo I16n long vdy mdu, _a‘lm-ﬁg gidy giya

hifp hgi.
Sam gidng :
— Con 4c th €y v tén moi, nhung t8i t&i kip.

Ong Drake ling xing & thunglqu&nh tén Da dd bi
beo v6 & cdnh tay : vét thuong rdng vi sdu, méu chiy
pHir sudi. Tén Da d6 vin tinh khong td v& s¢ sét gi het.
Nhirng nét mit l&m [&m cha y & ring y duong d¥ phong
& bye tée vi da phdi mang on ngudi Da tréng cGu meng

htto://sachxua thuvienso info



28 Bf MAT DAU LA

cho. Dai ti v Hoggan quen ctu theong héi chn chifn
tranh, .ngudri thi v6i vang chay vd xe liy biag, ogudi
thi b6 chit canh tay cho tén Da d&.

Khi bé xong, tén Da dd déng d3y dwge. Sam (iEn bdj
y bing ti€ng Cherakee.

—= Ban tén chi ?

Nét mit t&n Da dd tﬁfu thi b&ét hung di &i moi chit
va 1§ v& ngac nhign la ling., Hén cham r&i dap :

— Ban a6t dwge tigng 161 v ban di ciu 101 Cim
an ban. Tai sé ¢6 dip td cho ban théy ring Kaghamisham
nay khdng phéi la k& vé6 on.

Nhung Kaghamisham mufn 18 di ma khfag ecdm on
g1 hét.

Sam gitr lgi ¢
~— Kaghamisham, t8i biét miy ngay ray ban theo rinh

¢hing 16i. Vi.12 gl vy ! Baga cho ching t6i id ke thd
eda ban chiing ?

Tén Da dd didp :

~— ¢ Mt Bai-bang » — n6 dd d§: cho Sam 1@n d6 —
con tré vi khon lanh lim, Kaghamisham khéag muZn rinh
tgp bgn Da trdng nhirng ¢d nhi¥u 1& dé &2 phtng bpn khiin
hoang. Nhung biy giv Kaghamisham bi#t ving déu |4 bgn
thin ¢4 Kughamihrin sé khéng guén digu Ay.

Sam héi niia ¢

- Bay gid ban di ddu?
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Tén da 48 dura tay khéng bi thwong khofe mt
vong. dép :

— V& phia kia. _
Sam su;:r nghi m{t hbl ldn r5i 1161. giong nad nhé :

-— Ban Da 44 bj tl'um'ng mi & =a bd ]q.-:. Prrirng dal
via khé di; & 1il «phfa kia » 1gn. Ban mudn ciing di véi

ching tdi khﬂng { Ngﬁl xe tién hom.da di b hoZic chdo
thuytn,

Tén moi Da dé crong quy#t tir n_r:htii. :

~ Khéng, vg Kaghamisham doi Kaghamisham: V¢
Kaghamisham sin séc Kaghmmham vd n¥a clin thi ning
d#., diu dt Kaghamisham.

Ngirng mft léc lfu rdi y thinh linh néi, v& th2m
thudng ldp l4nh trong clip mét.

— Bsn Da iring ¢é mot cBy ghy sdm dep qud :

Y goi cly sing 12 cly gdy sm, KhOng suy nght gi
h€t, nhw c6 ste gi x0 dhy, Sam dwa li¥n cdy sbog tho y.

— Ban Da 4% cla toi da thich cfy gfy sfm chy thl
xin nh{n ldy né. T8i bi#u bgn ddy.

Tén Da 3 v8 cing cdm ddng duwa tay ra dir v& ndr :

~— ¢ Mt Pai bang » sédng subt va dai lwgng. Kagha-
miisham khong bao giir quén ban. Chao céc bgn,

Va y le lang nhiiy v8 bui, bién mft.

Bdn nguiyi quay m3t vio nhau, déng mft hoi ey,
trin trdn, vé tr&m tw. Dai 14 n6i trzde:
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— Téi kbdng bigt anh cho 1€n Da do cfy sing quy
bdu do 14 phdi hay khong phai. Nhung d& cho i thi tha
Céu trri cho tl‘lﬁng dirng dﬁng nhirng vién -ﬂgu cuz ta
mi gift ta- mbt ngay kia.

Sam dép, giong binh tinh:

— Ong &ung lo. Té6i bidt 5 tei Ao Téi chic chin
ring b0 lac clia 1&n &6 da sai y di rinh ta. Teén ba ngiy

nay, nG dé theo hit ta. Chiing {a dd ciru s8ng nd, lgi ting
n6 mft vit md 6 thich nhdt. Th¥ adc ta ciing dirge ling
né. Sau ndy c6 lGe ta phai cin t&i nd. Biku chic chin B
né vé cho ban be né hay rBing ching ta 18t byng,
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LANG TITUSVILLE

SAU ba ngdy mét nhoc ntta, gua nhimg cAoh tro
troi va hing vi, doan | hanh t&i Titusville, mft Iang o6
khodng ba ¢hye cin nh) véch vin.

Sam hot h{p tréng thdy nhiong néc nhi 4y i sdp
doge glp cha gid vh Marjorie. Chang v& b8t nge ; hal
ngudt thén By s& vui lam sao |

Ong Drake cOng vui nhr ching nheng vi shing 12
khéc. Khi bét d¥u t&i mikn vin mink #y, Sam 45 dus
tay chi & phia xa m8t dong ldp lénh nhy bge, 6 14 Sufi
Diu. Ong da t¢i dich ! Bao nhifu met nhoe tidw ten &i
h#t. Hoggaa va Kent vui thich nhly mia,

Pai t6 hél Sam
= Sufli D¥u cdch Titusville Lao xa ?

— Né chdy qua Titusville. T nh ba téi di &9 nnedni
I5m phtit tht téi.
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Lfic n(ra, ngdi bin #n, trong khi n€m mén bénh trdng

bgt bip clia Marjorie lam, Pai t4 ngé qua cira s& sé thdy
ddng subi d6.

Chinh dEn trong lang d4 ty cft 14y nha dé &. C6 c3n
thi Iam bing thén cly d%0 so so rbi phét 1én mot 16p ddt
sét xanh. C6 cin thi lAm bing védn #6ng khéng khit, d&

lot vao nhw nhirng hwong dai cha rirng sfu va mdi bing
phién trén Sudi Diu.

Dén cu sidng niing cay rufng va nubi -bd. Khéng cé
ti€u phu trong cdnh rirng bao la. Ho ¢6 bén ciii cho ai
duwge dau ? Ciing khéng c6 thy méc chuyén mon vi ngudi
nao & Titusville cling bidt d8n va xé& cdy. Lang chi ¢6
m{t quin ruou vi thuwa thét vai tiém bdn nhing d6 m2
ngudi ch phai trdi nghin ndi khé khin méi ché duge tir
tinh v&,

Ong gid Smith &% dwoe Sam vi Marjorie phu lyc d&
ty cdt lén cin nhd 6ng duong & Tir khi con trai dng theo
duge sw Kire ra thinh thi, 6ng mét vui, mic dfu Marjorie
tim di cdch 1am khudy khéa tuBi gid cfia ong.

Mb c8i tir nhd, nang duge dng dem vE nudi ?ﬁi Sam
vA coi nhu con géi dng viy.

Ning sanh trudng gita cinh hoang vu d6 nhr mot
déa lan moc trong ddm cd dai. Cir chi lanh len, nuwée da
bénh it (1). Tr¥i cho nang ¢ nhan sic va ghitu dée.quy,
ohit [a mgt nghi lyc khong gl théng ndi. |

(1) Trong Nam noi « awée da binh {t » cling tra nhw ogodi Bic
Viét ndi € nwbe da binh mit » tay bioh it kbbng pbat 13 binh

mait,
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Khi doan lit hinh t&i Titusville thi éng gia duong
sira s0an mbt chide xe bd cd k§, khng ¢é baa Ong phii
ding mdt théi gang ma déng nhing cdy dinh da sét, cdn
Marjorie vui vé nhw con sdo, lam viée 141 vAL-trong nha.

M3t trdi da ghin 161 dinh.d%u. Mdy con la, nhue 6
cdi gi bi méat bdo trude, biét ring sip 16 chubng, ging
strc thém mdt chat.

Vaidéa nhd vi ci nhi¥ng ngudi dGng tudi nira, &
theo ba chigc xe. 1y lam la Hm vi d¥i sdng trong lang
rét phling ling, chl trir m§t d06i khi méi c6 nhirg cube.
fiu 42 do thing John River, m6t tén du ddng, gdy ra théi

Xe ngivrng - Jai. Ong gia Smith nglng d¥u 1én thiy
con, ngé trin trdn né mdt Yic; khong thét duge nia 1.
Sau cling Ong kéu ngu*tu con. nubi : '

— Marjorie, con ; Ra coi nay ! Quy thhn oi!.C6 sy bt
ngd ndo thi vi hon nita khéng ?

Khudn mét xinh xinh cla Marjorie hign trong khung
clra sb, Nang dwa mit nhin hét la rbi téi xe, t&i Hoggan,

téi Kent, téi Dai td. Mot .chfit sau nang méi thdy Sam.
Nang la fen, vé& m3t tuoi nhe hoa:

~—~ Anh Sam ! Anh méi vE ? Thich qué!

Sam chay lai, fu y&€m nim tay nang. Ong Drake ngirng -
treéc mit 6ng néi : |

— Ong ¢6 phuée lim, dwge mbt ngudi con nhe anh
Sam ! Trén d¥i khéng ¢6 ngudi thé hai nhr Anh nia.

That 1a théng thao doi séng trong rierig. Mét lanh, lgi suy
xét rdt ddng.

htto://sachxua. thuvienso info



34 . Bf MAT DAU LUA

Ong gid ditm tTnh &4p:
— N6 gidng 16i..

R&i 6ng nhin do2n lir hanh, nhirng ki cy k¥ cuc clia
ho va hbi:

— B@ dng ¢6 ¥ muOn lip nghigp & dﬂ}-; 810 7
~= Chinh v8y. T6i thich mi¥n n2y. Hoggan, Kent va

t6i. chiing t6i s& [ya mdt noi cfit mdt nhd vén & chung
guanh day r&i bt d5u lam vige.

Ong gii nhin vai
— Trdng bip thi tdt, cdn ngodi ra...

— T6i 48 c6 ¥ nght riéng va c¢6 di khi cy trong xe
&t théng Héa céng ... Ong ctr tin & 161,

' Ong Smith nhin Pai té, 6 v& nghi ngir r6i nhiin vai
in niza, két :

— Ciu tr&i phtt h) 6ng thanh clng:

Trong khi d6, Marjorie va S_&m dwong tim sy véi
phau, Nhrng ho di bdt ddu mudn 1&n ti€ng. Nang ndi:

— Anh di chju nhén ring & thanh thi khong khé w.
Em khBng ngd anh mau hifu nhue vay... Tir ray, chc anh
biét nghe lvi ba vA em ché ? '

Sam ewong nghi dédp :
— Em Marjorie, anh vé ddy, khong phai vi thdt bai

& tinh r8i thdt vong ma 46t ¥ dau, Chi vl anh di ki€m
duwge mot cdch 1am gidu mau hon dé théi |

- Nang cudi, gion gia: ‘
— Lam gidu ! T8t nghlép anh Sam ! cian nghiép cla
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ching ta & trong khu dit ndy ddy, O ngay diy niy;cé
- dién méi di tim & noi khde.
Sam giong buye tire ; |
— DB mi¥c anh. Em bi€t ring anh mét dng mét da ;
Anh vin mudn cuéi em. nhirng chi khi ndo cd duroc mot
dong vang 48 déng em, anh mé&i cudi.
Nang lai cudi vang Ién :
=~ Em ¢6 c¥n vang ddu. R6i cli mit nang néi nhd :
Anh biit em dgi hoai, C6 nhi¥u ngudi & Titusville nay mudn
dénh (i€ng roi dé. .
— Nghi mai anh 88 ¢6 duge hai chye dong.
Nang nhan vai;
~— Hai chyc d8ng ? Hai chuc d6ng ma lam gi ?
Long Sam nhu th&t lai. Ching nhin xa x#m v& phia

chin trri, ndi khé khin doc dwdng, t&i long can dim
cirong quy€t, t&i ndi hy vong clia chang rbi ty nha :

. - Hai chuc d¥ng, it that ! Nheng méi ddu dvoe nhe
v yuh S :
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CHUONG VI

DAI TA DRAKE KII(OT CONG

CHA con gip g&, btra 36 vui v& lim, nhung Pai
14 néng long mudn dwege dao trén by Sudi Diu, cho nén
nudt vbi vang, khéng thudng thirc nhitng mén #n va nhitng
chiéc bdnh trdng ma Marjorie 1am rdt cong phu. Thanh
thtr nhitng ngudri khéc ciing &n qua loa cho xong bira.

Vira m&i nudt xong miéng cubi cing, 8ng 43 ding
ddy giyc Sam :

—. Théi, chiing minh Iarh viée chi | Naudri ndo muba
xdo 16n thé gigi thi thdy ngay ngin 1&m ! Néu mudn thanh
c6ng thi'phii mau mau lén,

Sam ngEI t6i s6 - titn thwdng hém &6 — hai chye
d6ng | — bén dap:

— Téi xong r6i.

Ca bon nguii cing di ra,

Ong Smith v& ¢8 Maijorie ngbi lai. ngé nhau mft lic..
nang néi ;
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~— Ho nhw quy bét ma 1am, ba thdy khéng ? Dai t4

c6 vé dé chju 1&m, nhwng con thiy 6ng €y mo tudng hio
hu}*En qud. Chi néi téi lam xdo 1on the giéi thoi.

-j-',Ba cﬁng nghi thé. Thudng chl ¢ nhirng ké digr
m&i n6i vdy. Tyi khiing d6 khéng chiu nghe I&i mgt ia>
'ndng nhr minh., Nhung thing Sam v&day 1a ba vui rbi.
P& ba coi chirng né.
- — Da. ba coi,chirng anh 4y l&m mé&i durge.

— Con cfr tin noi ba. Ba khéng deé cho né lam trd
dién dau.
Ong Drake va Sam di dé mudi ldm phdt i tdi mp:
dong sudi den ngdm. Sam néi:
"~ — Sudi Dju d46.

~Pai td ngé dong nwéde ning n¥ cudn cudn chiy, hit
ddy phéi hoi béng phien rbi tign téi sét b sidi, nhing
tay vao [an nwéc nhon nhn. Nuée khéng dinh vio da
6ng. Ong dwa tay ién nglri. n6i m@t minh :
— Diu } Diu'!

Ba nguti kia (Tu-ng canh 6ng vai ter-:S'c, ty héi Ong
mudn néi gl. Thi dich thi 1a dau ro6i chu- con gi- nira |

Nhung éng hy vong mic hét diu trén sudi ndy ching?
Thiing ché& theo tuy nhi¥u that, nhung lam 8ao 84 dwoc ?

Hofc gid dng c6 ¥ di di v& v& tir Pittsburgh lai day ching?

Nhuepg ho khéng.néi-gi hét, 6ng trd lwong hg thi hg
¢ viéc nghe lvi 6ng.

Dai t trd lai. Ong lang J& di mg: héi, xem xét chung
quanh. Sau cing ong nglrng lgi trén majt khoﬁng dat bing
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phing khi rdng & bén mép rirng, canh sdog chirmg nim
chue thuwde. Trén mit dat chd dd cé da. Ong glim manh
got diy b1 goi

— Hoggan ! Kent! Céc em Lim ¢n di ki8m, rin va
cira lgi ddy, Pén vdi ely 46 rbi cdt oha & déy. Con Sam,
i6i cdn ding d8€n em: em thea tdi, dirng rixvi 181 nda buéc
nghe |

Néi xong Dai 14 ti€n 161 nita. Thinh thodng Ong
ngirng lai, vhe d& dém a4 58i trén dudng. Ong cii xudng,
cho dfit, roi ditng ddy, buée them vii bwée,

Onyg 13n 18i 161 day d& tim sufii Ddu md bdy gizr <6
vé nhue khéng nghi téi sudi dé ndq, Sam lide 1p8m ong,
mudn mim cwdi trode v@ mat k¥ djcla Dgi 4. Cé khi
8ng ngirng trwdc mat vidn s6i va trim ngdm suy nghi bing
mudri l&m phit, Thinh hinh &ng thidy & trude mEt mf
khodng d&t cdt ving v& ning.

Sam lo lang ty héi khang bi#t 8ng chG minh cé Sign
khéng. Chua thay ai k¥ di nhu véy, lam nhiéu trd 18 bich
qui. Ching ty nhil &« Marjorie -néi nhwr vy cé I§ ching 1 ?

Pai td quay lai foe tofl oo

— LEm Sam, chng ta phai thanh cing ! Co 1& [8u]
Nhung nht Trei, ching ta s thanh clng.

Sam cing cudi. Chang chura gdp nguisi ndo Lanh ding
k¥ ene nhu Pgl td, nhung cling chua 1bdy zi co gigng
hiing hdi nhue 6ng. Chl nghe dng ndi, chang 43 1hay ty un
lat, Liét nghi ngtr gi niea, |

— 1.4n wr 7 Co sao ddu 7 Sigh tredng not rirng siu co
rim nay, chang kién nhin dgidege,
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Ong Drake bd vai ching r¥i hai ngurid thing thing
di v& nha,

— Ching ta khdi cdng ngay Lir ngiy mei. Nfa 1di
khéng tén ldng duge thi t8i da hdt diu dirng miy Lir chifu

nay rdi, Nhung phai hidt tir tir. [1om nay kay nghl ngoi
da!

Ping 1& ve thing nh), 6ng queo 151 kéc Sam vio
qQudn Tugu.

— Vao ddy cyng ly mirng ngdy t6&i Titsville vk sy
thanh céng trong ¢éng viée cia ching ta,

Qudn t&i thn, ciing cft bing vén nhur nhizng eha khie
trong lang. Khéng cé ban ghé cho khkich. Mt cai guiy
It chia phdng ra lam hai phin khong d¥u nhau, mijr bin
13 khdch, mét bén la chd quén. Pai té kéu haily regu vA
hai cai chén vgi, Dai td ty rét rwgu Iy,

Cung chén v&i Sam r&i Ong udng mit hoi k& chén
cua Ong.‘ Pura ban tay 1é6n lén chii mép xong, dog r.éi :

— Ny Sam, ching ta phii can dam nghe khfmg :

Ching ta nhw cdc nhi phut minh. Hg Tuon ludn bi t'hién
ha ch® ciriri khong nhi¥u thi {t, vi thién ha age dai. khong

hitu ho, xét thdu dwge long hy sinh cita ho &8 véi nhia
loai. it nghy ntra em s& thdly nhibu diSu ngac wshién ifm
nhirng di sao cing phdi tin t8i va- gi o1 mél. Dirng cho
mft ai bi€t ching ta tim gi vA diing cdch nio 4% tm kigm
nhé ? Nghe 18 chua ?

Sam gat d¥u.
— Viy, chiing ta d&i v& nh2 em, &n udng nghl ngoi
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31 nghy mal tral cdt rbi—t6] mong vy—em se 4ir bijt
gia dinh va lgi & v6i toi.

¥
O

M3f trivl chwea moc ma khu rieng, & bér 43 veng lén
nhiang tiéng riu ca Hoggan va Kent. La vh xe 33 dit
téi chd lam vitc, Dol té dé do céc kbi cy & trdn xe zubng.
Tir trude nhitng khi cy &y bao phdt dudi tdm vidl b8,
Sam coi khéng rd, cho la 48 sdt v8 ich, b §i. Biy @iv
ihﬁy tirng mén trdi trén &8t, ching mé&i nhin rdng kbl eg
r¥c 3t ldm. Lon xfn nhw viy mi sao Dai td ohia ra
dugc tirng mén nhi ?

Ong ¢6 v& tit théng thgo, ldp, Guey, vin, mot Idt
thanh mOt mOt bdn mdy ‘3§t trén mét céi giin so sii biing
gb thoéng.

Sam gitfip Ong, khong hidus chat chi kEt. Nbd nghi
ring diing may d6 hai thiy trd s8 lan xic lrn c3 the gidi
mi chang ¢6 44 can ¢im dF lam vide,

Whirng chaing nén long khéng dwge phii hai !

— L&p mdy niy d& [im gi v3y, thwa dog ?

13a1 ta mim cuwini

~ 136 I cdi mdy cb-hac (1) ching ta sé dao md: cdi

gifng. Ludi dyc d2y. C6 thém it dyng cu nda vi chiu kién
tam, ching ta s&8 ddo tdi trung t&m irai d|1 |

Skt hgae nhién vO ciing.

(1) Mot thir miv, gibng ¢f con hac, ding di ahic nhirng »it adag.
Tiéng Phip kiv I3 Grue.

htto://sachxua. thuvienso info



af MAT DAU LUPA &t

Nhigu ngly qua, Nhh c8t xong Jda tir 18w i sk di
bdt d&u khéi cOng. Bén ngudi khé nhpe suft ngziy quay
cdn quay' vi tryc kéo, Sam vln chiya thiy c6 ddu hidu gi
to ring thé giéi sé bj xdo trgn  hét, nhung ching vén hy
vong.

Mot bubi chibu, khi hai th'_ﬁy ted dwrorng dao g.ﬂfng,, thi
6ng Smith thinh linh t&i. Chang khong nghl tay, chao cha.

Paitd vui v& ndt:

s 01;3 td md mudn eoi chlng 16i Jam vige. Phéi ﬁm_
Mvi ong laiddy.

Ong gia khong vui vé nhr ho v& c6 v& lo nght, Ong
chim rdi néi ;

— Lal thim ¢ng khéng phéi vi td m¥ddu, C4 chuyén
mudn cho dng hay.

Blgi té bude I3l ghn, t‘:‘mg gia tidp :

— Phii, nhi ¢ chuyén gi & trong rirng va thiy dng
& xa x6m qud, t6i hoi ngai,

—+ Xin 6ng gidng 19 cho,

Ong Smith nhin chdng chos vio mét Dai v

w=Bon Bng chi c§ b¥n ngudi, 1im sao ching ¢y v&i
hai ba trém tén quy Da 43 dién khing &uwee. Vi nfo Ong
cir nhilt dinh & day thi co ngh}r chiing :fn céng fng, Anh
Vick Broomfield ngudi d4nh biy thé, da théy tyi Da &6
di di lai 1ai trong rirng. 6 1a tyi Cherakee, déng vi
4 lém, Chiing gi€t hét bon ong dwge. Nen 1hai dil

Ong Diake gdi cim :

— Ong ught 1ai szo chiing khdng dénh 2i, lgi dédnh
¢lning tai ?
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Chéng t6i c6 it khi cy bd di ndy v mwoi con la.
Mudn cwép bée thi dinh trong xém ching hon r ?

Gigng 6ng gia gay git hon:
— Tai sao 6ng bidt ring ching khéng thli odn 6ng ? |

— T'6i bigt réing khong phai khi khéng mi &ng cho
16i bigt tin y. Chiic d3 ¢ ngudi cho 6ng hay. Tdi nay, ching
tdi xin lai thim 8ng va ching ta sé ban bac. Nhung 6ng
nén biét rling khéng phai mdt nhém Mei dé ma ngin can
cOng viée chia toi durge d4u ! Digu dy chic chin. Con néu
6ng lo cho con trai 6ng thi t4i sdn 1dng cho né vé v&i ong.

Ong gid nbdi giin, la:

~— Ne ! Ai bitu 6ng vy ? Toi néi cho 8ng hay gidng
ho t6i khéng khi ndo s¢ tyi Da 'dd! Thing Sam né 1én
roi, di strc ch8ng cr nhe 6ng cha né.

Ong Drake khéng dép, ciua_v vé chi€c mdy c& hac.
Ong gia dva tay gie lai :

— C6 diéu n2y éng cin phdi biét ngay tir bay gio.
Riéng tui Pa 45 da 1a khé khan cho ong réi. C6 1& ang
twdng ring ddn Titusville v& phe Ong vi gidp éng chdng
cy véi ching... Nhung...

~- Nhung ?
—- Nhung dén tinh & ddy cling khong wra 6ng nira, Nén
ndi thang véi 6ng nhw vay. Vi banh vi clia 6ng c6 vé hoi

bi mat. Ong khong bao giv xudng x6m hét, nhu c6 § lanh
mat moi ngudi, Vi ngudi ta ¢é nghi dng [a dién hodc thiy
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‘phdp thi khong phéi 1a vé Iy, Ong gidng cho t6i nghe
cdi mdy v&i cdi gian 46 dE lam cdi trd gi viy ? Ong néi
de dao giéng. Do Lgié’ng & Titusville ? Titusville 14 mdt
lang c6 nhibu nueéde nhdt & khip Chiu My ! Nao [a sudi,
nao la hd Erié ! Nuéc cé duw, s¢ khong c6 d4t ma twéi |
Phin dong dédn lang cho riing 6ng ¢ 4m muu gian hiém gl
d6. Néi thing véi 6ng riing chinh thiug say rwgu John
River né phao tin 4y vd ho hao moi ngudi chong dng.

Dai td binh tinh ddp, gfn nhu than nhién ;

~— Téi khong bigt tén John River d6, nhung toi xin
ong cho né hay rling hang ngudri nhue t6i ¢6 mot céch
rdt dic bigt d& ddi phé véi nhirng ké ndo ddm dgng dén
long chén ching t8i. Con ba con trong x6m thi 161 khong
hidu ho tréch t6i digu gi. Téi ddo mft cdi giéng & gin
suti Diu ¢ hai gicho ho d8u? Cé lam tr& ngai cho ho
ditu gi ddu ?

Ong Smith &4p cyt ngtin :

— Ldng ngutri nhue viy do.

Ro6i bo di,

Ong gid &i khdi ¢8i, Dai té thdy long virng birng noi
gign ghe gdm. Ong da nhidt dinh & xa x6m d& git kin Li
mat cta minh, tl.rt',:rng'minh khéng . giao thiép véi ai thi
thien ha d& yén minh. Khoog ngd thién ha td md muén
Xia v8 cOng viéc clia 6ng. Thiing John River ndo &6 lidu
h6n da ! Giang ho 6ng vdn néng ndy. Nghi vdy, 6rg nin
nhiing bip thit cha 6ng sau mdy ngiy 1dm viée, d& ciing
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lai nhw sat. Con tyi Da d8 thi chi vai viea dan 13 dd cho
ching chay nhw chudt r8i, lo gi 7 (1)

Sam nghe dirge cau chuyén gida cha vd chii. Anh
thdy Pai td vi gidn d& ma hét khén va khinh thuedng, nguy
higm qua. |

Ngay hdm 18i &y anh néi :

— Thua Pai t4, dng dirng nén bd ngodi tai nhing lvi
cua ba t&i. T8i bidt tinh ngudi. Néu khéng c6 viée quan
trong thi khéng bao gitr ngwori mét cbng lai ddy ddu. Xin
éng nghe t8i, ¢6 nhitu tai nan phai d¢ phong. Néu tyi
Da d6 hoic din trong x6m lai tirng dam d6ng phd may
ctia Ong thi trd cbng viée cla 6ng nhiéu lam.

Dai t4 da quén khéng nghi t&i ditu Ly ; 6ng ndm
chit hai lay lai:

-- Léic niu, ching ta lai thdm ba anh, nhir éng chl
bao cho,

{t) Scu nay, Da ta con nhiu lin te vé hung hang vo 101 o ki tan
bao ndia, viri nguii Da das DS 13 mot tit cua Bai ta mi cing li mit tit
choag cua cic ngudi kbin hoang thdi do. Boc chuyén cia hg, ta chi ner
noi guwong mao hitm, kitn ohan, hy sieh eta ho thais

Trii lai ta st thiy din Da d& rit df thwoag, can dim, thing thin,
nhé on vi cd tinh thin doia kéts Tizc thay he bj dilt gaa het, do i mgt
tdi oa cba ngudi My dui véi nhin loai,
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culc AU PA '

B ON nguditéi xém, khi & ngang qua quén tergu
tht tén du dang John River & trong d6 buéc ra.

Sam chi né vi néi cho Pai t4 hay. Ong duong gign,
- dirng lai mft chit, lamh bo di lai phia thiing du cfn, ri
{hinh linh dbi ¢, 1i€p tyc theo con duwing cil.

John River uBug rirgu nhiku qud, diu chodng ving
vé hung hiing. Nhung n6é khong ddm khiéu khich thing
Pai td. N6 kéu Sam :

— N Sam ! My to déc 1im tir h6m mly tép sy cdi
nghé thiy phép dé. May lam lo v&i bgn ci. Ham lam gifin
qud, hda dién r6i conoi!

Ong Darke ra lénh ;

— Dirng dap. _

Sam nghe ¥i. khong thtm ngé thing khdn nan 36
nira, Nhung River th#y viy, trc, ti€n vE phia Sem, néi :

— Nay Sam, & Titusville pdy, tao 12 mét trong
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nhitng ngudi thwong may nhit. Tao bifu thing may : thi
may & Pittsburgh di, ché dirng dit v& ddy nhing quén la
mit dy ma ling -xém ai cling ghét, gidn va khéng sém
thi mugn, sé tdng ¢b di. Tao bitu may vy d6. Néu may
mudn sdng thi vé nha ba may di.

Ong Darke thinh linh quay lai, la :

— Cém di ! N&u may néi thdm mbt l&i niva River,
thi tao cho may do ddt a |

River ci c"lrtri vénh vdo :

— A ! Bim 6ng, cdi hang chim chich chde nhu &ng
khéng d4ng cho t6i nhdt ddu. Nay t6i cho hay, d3i véi t6i,
ong phai bd cdi giong ké ci lam cao 46 di.

Hoggan than binh vam v&, bép thit cérng nhur sit, da
tidn lai phfa thing du cén.. Tén ndy gi&r th€ thd, nbung
Pagi td dit tay 1én vai Hoggan :

— Lui lai, Hoggan ! Vige ndy phai dich thin t6i xir
vé&i né méi duge !
Sam néi :

— Thuwa Pai td, mic né : nd say rugu, ndi h@y_ ba.

Ngudi trong xém nghe thdy la Ién, td0 md ra coi. O
Titusville, d&i s&ng thiét yén 8n, phing ling. Cho nén hoi
¢6 chuyén githién ha xim lai coi li&n.

Pai ta binh tinh néi :

— John River, t61 biét anh ndi xqu tdi mét cich bi
01, théi d6 cén phédi tri méi duge. Nhng t6i ciing sin
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sing tha thir cho anh, nu anh khéng dich thén lai gy sy
véi 16i. Cho nén t8i bufe 1dng phdi danh anh nhir tir.

Phiin d6ng dén lang khéng wa River nhing quin khén
nan &6 d3 1am cho ho ghét Pai td va tin rdng 6ng 6
nhigu hanh vi bi mat. Tuy véy ho vén thich nhitng ngudi
can dim vi khi thdy th4i d8 cfia River khéng lam cho
6ng niing I1dng chit nio hét thi ai ndy d¥u vui vé, sdp
dwoe coi mOt eude Bu di. Trong nhédy mit ho d3 ¢4 nhaun
ai thing ai bai. K& thi ban rling River cdn trd, sé thing;
k& thi tin & nhitng bip thit vd sy binh tinh cia Drake.

Sam tuy thdy cudc 8u d4 khong the trdnh dwgec, cling
rdn can :

— Thei, Pai t4, d4nh n6 chi bin tay thoi. Mic cho
né di va mei 6ng vE& ba t8i, |

Ong khéng nghe, néi véi tén du cbn :

— Cha cha ! Thing dién ndy mudn &n qud ddm cuis
tdi, d& cho né n€m mii choi.

River vui vé ddp:

— Buroe, thi the di.

Ytin & sGechia y. Y da ché ngy duge het thiy
nhitng t&n céng cd & Titusville, ha dwgc cd nhirng nguin
mgnh nhgt, cho nén tudng sé thing duge dé dang mit
ngudri 43 lén tudi nhue ‘Dai ta.

 Ong dép:

~ U'. Thi the.

Nhung 6ng chuwa néi xong thi River d& nhdy bb lai,
nhém m3t ong, thoi lia lia. O.g chéng d& nhanh nhu
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chép [am cho nhéing ngudi dtng coi khéng nhin duoe

cdec miéng do cla 6ng nira, Ho ciing khong kip thiy dng

d4nh River mft cti théi son, chl thdy thén hinh thing du

cdn tung 1&n tr&i theo mét hinb vdng cung r5i té song soil
trén dit.

Y chdng khuju tay ngdi ngdi diy. Nét mit heét vé
birh tinh, tr tin. Y ldy tay dinh ddt cdt chdi dong mau
chdy & m6i duédi, ghm lén, chiri 6ng Drake rbi ding day.

— A 1 Gidi da ! Tao cho may thing keo du. Con keo
thér nhi v& tao.

R5i né ndm tay nhiy bb vao tdn cong. Tay phdidng
mée tay trdi né, con tay kia ng gat qud ddm ra. Ai ndy
dBu trim tr5 khen ngei, nhin ring Ong gidi mbn diu
quyén, mgt mén vd rét thinh hanh thei dy. Tac th nhigu
ngudi cd Ong thédng. River chau may : né méi nhén thiy
rhing k& dich manh 1fm va phlin théng chua chic vE né.

R5i né mat tri, héa ngu, buwéng, khéng cb phuwong
phdp gi hét, cfr #8m bb vao tdn cbng; d& réi cling thdt bai
nhue nhing iin treéec. :

Pai t& mim cudi. Ong thdy ngd qud, hét gidn, cb
cAm tudng nhu tép thE thao, cho gin cdt gian ra.

Di gquyét dinh chot cho t6i cling, dng lién tdn cOng,
Ong nhio v8, thira lde River hir co, thoi nhigu cd rdt tring
tuy nhe nhung dau, 1am cho mit y sung l€n, khéng con
hirh déng gi hét.

Y vin chua chiu thua. H-Eli_mfl SuUC g v, QL cun cuft
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" hép lén, khéng thfy dudng, nhung né vin nght chl khi

nao nlm bt tinh trén ddt méi chju thua.

Ong Drake hai tayldkly méu dich thd, quay lai mét
chiit, binh tinh hdi Sam :

— Tr t3i, phii khong ? Phii lam cho xong chir?

Ong @& v6 § khinh dich, c6 th® nguy hidm cho éng
duge. River tuy cdn non nét vE mén d¥u quydn, cling
bigt thira dip dich thi h& co, quay mit di ma dua taylén,
nhdy bd lat,

Nhung Dgi td chi im bg v6 ¢ d¥ nhir né, nén trénk
ngay _dtrrp'c va tdn cOng lai. Hai thédn thd nhﬁ?' quiin .véi
nhau, r8i ngudi ta thfy mot génh tay cfia Dai td dudira
gio [8 va- River l4n mft vong ntra trén mit ddt.

Ai ndy héi hop chdm chd nhin ké bai ndm ngay do.

Mot 6ng giad néi @ -

~— Ong théng rbi. T6i khen 6ng.

Ong Drake phiii bui r8i ciing v6i ba ngudi kia di v&
nhd 6ag Smith. Pam dong theo sau ho, chwa hét hdi hép -
va ban tdn vE cufic Bu dd. Pgi td da v6 tinh 4 lgi mét

tdm twdng t8t trong d¥u .6c dén ling, nh¥ vy dupc cdm
tinh cda nhi%a Con River thi bj ngudita ghét thém.

Sam néi :

= T#&t 1&m ! Chilug ta hy vong ring thfing River sé
chira £6i gia. T6i khéng tin 66 mudn trd thi dau. Db
580 3l thdy ring dan Titusville hém nay m&n 6ug roi.
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Hg t&1 phd, Sam v8 trede. Marjorie ra dén, néi :

— Ng@ dir | Bay gi¥y lai di hoc thdi cia thing do cén
River nra, Nty anh Sam, em tu hdi khéng biét anl ¢& hoa
quin v8 lat 36 khong., Ngurdi ta bin tédn nhige v2 ach ré
Stng vén 8n, dteng cho ai bj#t &l minh 1L hon

Sam kh8ng ddp vied mit cha va Dai 14

Ong gid néi ¢

— T4t khéing bi€t dng he thing River nhr vjy la 2én
hay khéng nén. Db suo, t6i cling nghi ring né thanh ké
thd khing d6i trdi chung clia 8ng. Khong clin ohal lam
nhue viy- Nheng th6i, hily néi chuyén v2 tyi Da 46 dE
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pAl TA KE MOT CHUYEN

M ARJORIE & don trér bin mdt dia barh tréng bét
bép ma Sam thich lim. Con 8ag Smith thi dit md binh
bia va nhiBa ly. Ong néi lisa :

~ T8i nghi ring Ong lam cho ¢yi Da &b thiy odn chi
vi Ong cft nh ngay & gin lAng. Tyl ndé s¢ lang Tiwmaville
banh tewéng ra nhidy, lam che khu &t cba ching thu hep
lai v nhir viy nguy hitm cho ckang. Chinh.ching 61 &
d4y, cing khong duge yén Bn gl. NLeng ching bigt sie
ching t8i nén khdng ddm lim hung. N&u &1 sic thi ching
&% dubi chdng t9i ra khdi miBa nay tir 18u réi

Pai td dap .

— Ntu viy thi t8t hon bt 13 t8; giao thigp véiching
va th3ng thin gidng cho ching hibu :

Oag gia cwdi nira migng. m$? cdch tink quai :
— Mgt chifn 37 gid nhe dng phii higt rAng khéng
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thE néi t&i chuyén thing thin véi tui Da dd trdi danh
'd6 duge chir ? Chi c6 Dai iy Robert Rogers dit bg di
tir Bic t&i Nam, truy kick quén IHurcens v Phép, méi tin
ring bon Da dd ngay thing ! Va nhu viy c6 I vi chinh
Pai dy 1a mét d6 ngu, ngu thugng hang.

— Théi, xin 6ng dirng vu oan Dai Gy Rogers nira,
Cdc tibu bang mang on 6ng 4y nhitu 1im. Ong 13 mbt
trong nhiing nguwri tién khu (1) cé danh nhdt. Nghe noi
t6i méi thiy-long v6 on cla lodi nguwdi ddi véi nhitng vj
dd hy sinh ténh mang v2 hanh phic cho nhén loai. S0 phén
téi sau niy cling nhur viy thoi.

Ong gia vin néi thing :

— Ong v ? N2u 8ng tin ring Ong ¢é quyén dugc cdc
dén tdc mang on 8ng thi mét 1a 6ng ty lira doi Ong, hai
la 6ng todng tuegng qui manh, nhr dén & diy di né.
T6i khong mubn lam phit ¥ 6ng, ciing khéng muin khuyén
dng. Mgt npurdi vao tudi dng phai bi€L vige minh 1am ra sao
chir, phii khéng 8ng ? 8ng nhan riing hanh vi clia éng c6 vé .
nhu dién khing chir ?

— T6i chic 6ng muén bidt cdng vige t6i lam lim.

— Téi khéng c6 tinh td md. Ty domal Ai lam gi
thi lam, mudn lam ra sao thi lam ! Xin 6ng hibu riing 16i s&
di nghi t6i ong 13 vi con t6i theo 6ng ma né ciing dién nhw
ong roi. N6 con nhd, chua dd tei khén., Ong hidu t6i chi ?
(Y c4i mitn rirng ri ndy, phai biét suy xét, suy xét mgt
cdch chic chfin nhit vi sdng su8t nhit, néu khong thi kho
séng duwge véi thi dir, tui Da dd hoge tai tr¥i dch dit.
(2) B trvée m& dudng,

httn://sachxua.thuvien<o info



Bf MAT DAU LUAa 53

Marjorie lai gan nghe vi git-d5u mlm curi khen phai,
Khong bao gi nang cho sy tham vong clia ngudi yéu la
¢ Iy hét. Nang khdng nghi ring ching thidu tai sée
ddu : vira can ddm vira manh, lai rdt hiing ding hing hdi
nira, Nhueng 1Am gisu 16n lai I chuyén khdc. Nang nghi
clr theo n€ nép trong nha, ti¥p tyc céng viéc cia Ong cha
Bitr gin va khu€ch trwong di sdn cha cdc nguwdi, 12 khén
hon c3. Bdy nhiéu d4 r8i, nhidu i na.

Ong Drake cfin mét mi€ng banh tréng, hép mot hép
rirgn cho khdi khé ¢b, réi chéng khiiyu tay 1én ban, déng
dae néi :

— Ong lao, d3u 6c npudi con « dién » cla 6ng cdn
sang suBt hon hét thiy nhitng d%u 6c & Iang ndy hop lai,
k& cd dBu 6c cha dng nia. Toi nghi riing anh 8y c6 mjt
twong lai r8t xdn lan vi anh dy rdt khon ngoan. Troi
chirng cho 101 ndéi cha téi.

Ong gia nbi gian :

~- Cha cha ! Dirng gi& cdi gigng dé véi lao. Phai,
n6 c6 4l tw cich con ngudi Him, nhirrig né khéng phai 12
loai phwrong hoing dau.

Pai ta ciing la 1é&n :

— Ong lim r6i. Toi k& cho éng nghe mdt chuyén da
Iam guong t8t cho 8ng, Ngdy xwa, & Ai Cip mdt ngudi
ndi danh biét dwge khoa van ning (1). Ong ta & giia noi
thim son cling cde. Tai Bagdad, ¢ mét sinh vién tré
tudi mudn hoc khoa dé. M6t hdém chang géi ghém auin
4o rich ru6i r6ilen duwdng kidm nha hien tridt

(1) Lim g} ciing droe bét.
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Téinot, chang thdy 6ng ta chl la mt nguii the r&n,
nhiag chang ciing xin hoc. Ngudi thg rén bdo: « Duge,
cim day thirng nay va kéo be di » Chang véng 1vi, khéng
nGi mét ti¥ng va ctng khdng hot mft 1, tin riing thé ndo
thiy ciing sé day hoc cho. Nim ndin sau chang vfin kéo bé.
Mot hém chang héi : « Thua sz phy, khi nio s phu day
dao cho con ? » Ngudri the rén ddp : « Kéo b& di» Va
ching lai kéo b& ndm nim nita. Sau cling, mét bubi sdng
ngudi the rén lai gin bdo : « Thoi, ngirng, vE pha di, Con
d& hoc dwge céi dgo I6n nhdt, réng =nhit trong doi roi
d6 ; con d3 thiu duge dao van niing : [A dGckién nhin. »

Anh Sam ciing ¢6 @i kién nhin nhwe sinh vién 46
vay.

Ong Smith vira ngé Dai t4 vira nghe ; vi coi ciip mit
dng 140, ciing dodn dwgce dng cho Dai td la dién chic chin.

Ong Drake tidp :

— Phai, anh Sam d3 theo 161, ma khdng hdi 18- mbt
cdu, anh da tin t6i va chiu khé lam vife cie nhge. Nhing
dire FEF, ¢6 18 Bng &4 truybn lai cho anh nhung ong thigu '
mdt d&rc ma anh dy cé.

Ong gia 1a : _

— Thién 161 oi ! Hbi a0 cdn tré, co 1€ lao cling xudn
nhe né. C6 18 ldo ciing ddm d&u li¥u linh mgo hiém.
Nhurng 130 da té&i tudi bidt suy nghi. Truée khi lam viée thi
cling phdi bi&t minh lam viée gi méi duge chir.,

£ Ong néi c6 1. :

Pai t4 ngsi suy nghi hdi 1du. R&i dng dwa mét nhia
mpi ngudi, nhin 6ng gid va nhin Sam,
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Chang thanh nién ¢6 v ling téng vi dwoce éng khen
ldc nay, nhédt 12 vi 6ng d& so sdanh chang véi than phy
ching. Chang cii ddu, min mé ngén tay., Sau cing Dai td
ngé Marjorie,
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BIEU BI MAT CUA BAI TA

P A1 TA hdi nang :

— Cbdn cb, cd nghisao vé digu gy ? Dan ba bim sinh
¢6 trye gide linh cdm, chic thdy r6 hon dan éng ching téi.

Ong gia xen v0 :

~— T6i chéc chén rliing né ciing ddng § véi tai.

Thifu nir ddp m6t cdch tinh ranh:

— Cfi 46 cdn tuy. Né€u 8ng bLat anh Sam kéo day
mudi ndm thi khé6 ma anh dy giau dwoe... téi nghiép.

— Phai, téi d&u c6 41 tién trd anh 4y mdi ngay mit
dbng trong mit thiri gian lau nhu viay duoc. Téi ngheo.
Cd sin nghiép cha t6i chi ¢6 cdi mdy do thai,

— Néu vay thi anh dy da mét tri r6i vi anh dy tin
chéc r¥ing theo 6ng kéo day thi s& giau 16n.

Ong Drake cudri nira miéng, néi nho nhé :
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— T6i tudng phai n6i minh bach cho ai ndy d¥u hidu
Thit ra khong c6 mdt ai tudng togng duge cong vide
clia t6i hét,

Ong Smith 16n tiéng :

— To6i dd néi véi 6ng ring t8i khdng td md mudn
bit ma. Viée riéng cta éng, 6ng lam sao thi lam, mac 6ng.

Ong Drake im Iing trong mét phdt 13i néi :

— Chi®u nay néng qui. Ruwgu bia ndy "tuy ngon,
nhung ¢6 trd néng thi thi Jdm.

Marjorie ngac nhién nhin 6ng.
- C0 pha trd cho téi duge chir ?

— Da duge, nhung ﬂﬁg phai dgi mgt 14t. Bép da tt.
ma cui thi hét. Anh Sam ki#m cho em vai canh khé nheé ?

Sam sép stra dirng day. Dai 14 ra ddu cho anh ngbi
_xuﬂng.

— Ong Smith, 6ng ¢6 chat diu khong ?

- ddy, nha ndo ma khéng ¢6 ? Sudi Diu & ngay
trée clra ma khéng mdc thé thudec trj b4 ching d6 vE
thi ubng 1&m.,

— Puge,
R6i Pai td déng day. bio Marjorie ki€m mdt hlp
thiée cq.

Ong d% chit diiu vao trong hdp, d8t [én va hai :

-~ Tai sao lai phdi dung ctii 7 Ngon [&ra n&y cop néng
hon cdc thir khdc nita. C6 d3t xcong lén diy va c6 d3
doén duwgc dy dinh cla téi r5i chr ? -
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Marjorie ddp nho nhd:

; — T8i d& doan dwgc mt chit, nhung xin 6ng gidng
thém.

Dai ta dong dae giing

— Thir diu d6, nguiri Phép goi 12 « pétrole ». Bi con
thdy cong dung ciia n6 chuwa ? Thidy né ich lgi cho cdc ba
ndi trg' ra sao chwa ? Nhdt 1a & chéu thanh cong dyng clia
né ¢dn l6n hon & ddy nhigu. Ca the gidi cin t&i nd.

Ong gia hoi :

— Phai, nheng n6 ndi & trén mit nwée, tai 830 6ng
khong mic vE& ma lgi phai dung cdi mdy dy ¢

Cjng Drake mim cudi :

— Chi#c 6ng d4 nghe n6i & Au chiu, nhit 1a & nwée
Anh, ngubi ta 83 ché ra nhiéng miy k¥ di chay bing hoti
nudce va & mién Tdy nueéc minh, méi déy, cd ngudi bit
diu ding thir n6 rdi chir 7 Phdi c6 nhitu cii vi than d&
dun sdi nuwée trong cde may dy. Neu biy gitr ding déu nay
hodc hoi ctia diu nay d& ddt nhikng n6i xdp-de thi khoa
hoc tiﬁn b6 biét bao nhitu, 6ng thdy khéng ?

Ong gia ddp mat cich cwong quyét :

~— Lao ching bi#t chit gi v& mdy méc hét ma ciing
ching thdy né ding duge gi ci.

— Ong khéng thdy sao ? Ong séng & diy nhe gita
bdn bic trirng ndt nhi khim. Ong khong thich xe Iira sao ?
Ong ¢6 bigt ring chidc ddu mdy ky di, chide xe lta ciia
Slephenson (1) d6, chay m§t gitr trén 50 cdy s8 va ché

(1) Migudi Aoh (3781 —1848) dwoe eoi 1k obi phit mish 12 d3u =iy

e m'.h
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dwge 100 banb khéch, khéng k& hing héa na khéng ?
Mgt ngay kia chfing ta s& c6 mdt chuyén xe lra di ngang
Chau My, tir Dong qua Thy, m2 c6 1& khéng mit diy mot
thang. .

— O, gid rvi, 10i khéng ham du ljch néra. Ong n.gh‘I_
sao thi nghi, t6i & ddy d& chju 1im. Mot cin nha, v2i thira
rudng, da rsi,

— Qog la ngudi vi ky. Nhe xe lra ma db & tinh
¢hd v& ddy s€ bin v6i mét gid rd bling nira gid 4t hién
nay. Hon nita, biip cde 6ng, hét thiy nhirng hué lgi clia
6ng, ong ¢ 1heé ché ra tinh bén gid cao Lon duoge,

Ong Smith nhin vai, Ong ¢6 v& thich vadé ¥ t6i xe
Ira vi né c6 lgi cho dng. Ong héi 5 |

— Végy o6ng tich cho thing Sam lam s& xe lra v ?

— Khoug- Tsi néi dén xe ltra vi d¥u lira o6 thé gidp
cho né phét trign dwee. That ra, téi chi nghi dén sy tign
héa clia nhan logi \jy théi. Nhor diiu lira, ky nghé c6 the
khuéch trrong la ling v2 sé ¢6 nhidu siy phat minh k¥ dj.

Marjorie xen vio : | |

— Nhung digu t6i khong hitu Ia diu nbi & mit nuée
ma {ai sao 6ng lai phai ddo &t kiém né ? '

Dai td lai mim curdi ;

= C6 thir tudng tugng ci thé gidi sé cdn ding bigt
bao nhicu diu! Diu & sudi nay di sao duge. Vay phai
kifm them nira. Cho nén t6i phdi ddo ddt. T6i nghi the
d8u ndi & tren mit auﬁi nay va trén m#t hl Erié ciing vay,
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dtu do md & dudi ddt cA. Néu mdy ciia t6i d2o nhdm mit
md d6 va t&i I&p diu thi t6i chi cé viéc mic lén.

~— Viy anh Sam &4 cd 1§ ma t6i khéng ngd. Anh dy
dd may min gip dugc ong. Uiz 6ng ¢ ldm di niva thi § dé
efing rdt mé&i mé,

Pai t4d mim cudi véi ning, cdn Sam thi mic c&, 4
m}! tia tai lén, néi véi ngu*tﬁ yéu :

— Em bi&t nhan 18i nhe vy, déng khen lim.

Nang nhiin nhin dép :

—- Tinh em 1hanh that.

Dai t4 ung bia, mo méng mot lde r6i néi :

~— Het thdy cdc nha phdt minh hsi d8u déu bi thién
ha cho 1a dién. Archimede dién ! Raleigh dién ! Pasteur (1)
dién ! T4t cd nhirng ngudyi ma nhin loai mang on déu dién,
dién rdo ! Nguiri ta mudn cho 16i ra sao thi cho, t6i khing
cin. C6 bi8t ring 16i cb ¢, T6i tin chic ring 161 khdng
Bm. Cé thé ddu lira d6, 1am gi md ching duge ? Nhe né
khong cong kénh nhu than va cdi, bi€t ddu ngudi ta s&
chitng ché -lgﬂ dugc nhing xe lda dic biét, nhang xe hai
ka chd ngli, chay trén duwérng cdi nhanh nhu gi6 ? Biét dau
ngudi ta s& chdng nhd sy phdt minh cfia t6i ma ché mft
may bay duge & trén khong ?

Ong gid néi :

— Thoi, Dai {4 oi, 6ng di qua I8 rdi,

Ong Drake dip manh tay xung ban, la :
(1) Archimide 13 ahd bic hoc 1i Lope O thé ki thé ba trese thy lich.

— Ralrigh 13 nhi thim Lidm Ach & thE k§ XV tim dirgc nhify
mitn & My. — Pasteur-13 ohid bic boc I'bip & the kj XIX,
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— Téi di qué 18 ? C6 ngay ndo [a 6ng khong nghe
thiy ngirdi ta thyc hinh duge nhing didu bay gi¥ ai ciing
cho 1a ty nhién nhung muoi n¥m treée thi ngudi ta cho
12 khong sao 1am dugc khang ? Tai <ao lai khong the c6
nhitng mdy bay duge nhwr chim ? Oag cho t8i bigt mét vige,
gl ma lodi ngutri khéng lam dwge ndo !

Pai td c6 the néi hang giy duge. Ong ghp mot vén
&€ 6ng thich nhdt, 46 1a c4i mdng vi dai clia éng, cdi mong
ma 6ng nghi téi sut d&i 6ng. Marjorie mim cwdi nghe
Ong, khong c6 v& chi mla mai hét. Din b d& hitu dugc
nhirng ¥ cao cd quing dai hon din 6ng. Ho sin sing nhén
nhitng ¥ d6 nhu ngudi me chidu nhing ¥ mudn k¥ khéi
clia con nit v8y. Nhung Dai 14 44 d4nh thirc nhiang tinh
cdm cao dep md ning khéng ngir rling minh ¢6 ; éng dd
xé birc man phl mét ning v) nang di thdy thé giéi ménh
méng hon. Ong ditn hay chl 1 mét thi st, 6ng cé 1y hay
13 chi mo mdng, ning khidng bigt, nhu'ng. bi#ét ring tim
hdn 6ng cao thwrgng vi khéng nén cubdi 6ng.

Ong Smith nhéc lai 1oi cha Paitd :

— Mot vige gi ma loai ngudi 1dam khong dwge u ?
Thi day, éng khén.lanh nhur vy, xin 6ng &y d&u & dudi
ddt lén gidp t6i.

— R&i 161 ldy lén cho Ong coi,

~— T6i mong vy. Nhung hinh nhu ching toi di d¢i
lau qu4 roi.

Dai 14 sép dﬁﬁ thi nghe cé tiéng la.
Sam chay ra civa s6, Hoggan va Kent theo sau. Hénﬂ
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ngan ngbi sao ldp l4nh trBn nen trévi xanh nhe hikn. Mt
dnh dé ryc nhuom mdu ml phia chin trid, TiEng la hét
theo gié dua téi, 1dn hon va ro hon,

Tim d4p manh, Sam néi !

= Ho hd t8n cOng.

Orng Smith binh tinh, vira ddp vira ¢ lai phia tuirng,
g® cdy stng cii mée & dink bing sg¢i ddy da.

— Chiic 1a tyi Da d3.

Ong Drake &3 hiét cd sGng & trai, hye tire la :

— C6 nhang khi gidgi 18t d6 & dly thl lodi cu tré
gy s& tron chay hét rdo. '

Sam vin ngd ra ngodi. Cé vhi nguiri di ngang qua,
bikn anh :

~— Tgi Da dd mr&: d#t rirng v.rh rat hul ré&l.

Ong Smith hdi:

— POt rirng 7 The 1a nghia Iy g1 ? Chiog cé thd
doan gi diy ?

Pal t4 chay ra ngodi, nhin vé phfa tri! &b rwe, kéu :

—~ Tr&i oil Cé v& nhu & phia trgi ching ta.

QOng gli theo ra ;

— T#i khang 4y lam Jo. T 42 bike trute mb | Ong
nén mirng ring chua dho gip dwge l&p céu, ném khong
th] !dc niy day, ¢i lang Titueville s2 & trepg mft cinh
ngd 1dm, Ong ban oi, thdi, dirng ndéi tGi nhitng phi! wminh
cla &ng ntta,

Nhung Pai td khéng nghe, g9i Heggan, Kent va Sam:

— Chay v& v&l 81, ecin duge vat g thi cirn,
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Trong dém t8i, ¢ b8n ngudi cliog chay. Kent, mip
hon, thinh thodng vip vio &4 va rf chy vi kli8ng thdy rd
dudmg. Dai td vi Sam ¢& chay thiing v¥ phia trirde, qua
duge mol tré ngai, khdéng vEp vip,

Ho t&i mft chd tréng va thdy cin nhi vincia ko

béc lra nglin ngyt. Thal vr;ng, 8ng nglrog c¢hdn, nim tay
lai, bért t6e la :

— Cfru cdi mdy | C4i méy trede hét |

Roi ho lai chay. Cay 4% cdt nha 12 loai <6 diu, cho
nén chdy birng birng, nhirc6 ai twéi ciu va. Paitd va Sam
ching té1, thily méy bi viii dieégi mét d8ng thin cév. Ré rang
¢6 k¢ d3p manh d& phd né. Nhuwng ¢4 phd nbi khong ?
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LAM LAI HET

SANG sém hém sau khéi con béc 1én & trén déng
«han va tro, di tich cda cin nhi vén. Nhung Daita khéng
d% ¢ t&i cinh Hy, b hyi véi ba nguod kia g b may &
duéi d8ng cly ra. MAy bi ddp manh, Iam hu nhi®u banh
xe ¢é ring cua, cong nhitng cdy don vd mbt cdi cdn quay.
Tyt Da dé tuy khéng phd tan tanh né duge, nhung né
ciing 44 thanh ra v6 dyng.

The |4 ci b&n ngudri khéng cdn gi hEt, ttie nhing 45
mic trong minh. Pai td thit vong v6 ciing. Ong nghi
thé nio -cﬁng_ ph2i tr& vE Pittsburgh d& chita mdy, nhung
vE& cdch nao? Xe ciing da bi ddt, con la thi tui Da 49 dit
di roi. Khi. gi¢i mdt hét. M3 Sam cho ring nhr viy 12
may vi n€u cdn thi Dai td d& ddm bb vao rirng Judbi theo
tyi Da d6 d& tréd thi v nhu vay chl nguy thém tinh mang
cho &ng théi.

Trong khi Pai td tide cidi may qua, mit khdng rii né.
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tht Hoggan ling ling tr& v&.nhd fng Smith, muon cdy
- sing cii cha Ong, di sdn bin d& cé thit #n vi anh dodn
treée khéng sém thi mudn, thire in s@ hét.

Kent, kigm duge mdt lw&i bda, ban ldy dao nhd déo
mgt canh d® 1am cén va bit d8u d6p cdy, cdt nha vin khic:

-Sam ciing khéng mutn &.khéng, néi v6i Dai t4 ;

— Toi khong d8n ndi vung vE, bidt ¢im bla dap de.
Téi dd hidu qua loa b ph&n cla méy ndy, n€u bng tin t0i
thi d@ tdi thir sira né xem sao.

. Ong Drake nhin chang mgt ldc nhir d% db xét nhing
kha ning cia chang r6i thinh linh quygt dinh :

— Anh mudn Iam sao thi lam. Dd sao né ciiry da he
rdi, khéng the he hon dwge nira.

Trong mdy ngdy sau, mbi ngudi lam viée mét noi.
Hoggan di s¥n, thdy & bén bd m4t dong suBi nhiku t§ hai
Iy (1) v v@n théng thao, ching nghi ngay d&n sd tin sa
thu dwge, nfu bén bo 16ng clia nhirng con vat d6. Chang
sin bin, dat bdy, bét dugc nhiby réi cd, chén hwong...

Kent cdt nhd, Sam g& bd phin cta mdy, ché vE nhi
cha, nh¥ cha gidp d&, vi rén sira nhirng chd hr héng, Hai
cha con khdng phii 12 the reh chuyén mon nhung éng

gia thuirng néi hé can didm va chju khé thi viée gi ciing
thanh.

Véi lai 6og ciing muBn gidp Sam. Mic diu 6ng da
(l) Mﬁt giﬂng thil tl‘mﬁ: ve ln.:i.i -:!m:'}t & Bic My v3 Chiu iu. Ngﬁﬂt chin
3 co Iop da dinh lai nhee chan vit, dudi l6n v3 6 viy, Ching cdt
"'[‘“:l‘ﬁg c3y nho, 161 t&1 by sudi lim dip rBi cat 3 ]ﬁng dit & trén
dip, BB da cha chiing bin r3t dwoe giay
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chi trich dir dgi, nhung nhirng Ioi clia Dai td cting da lam
cho 6ng ridt cim déng vd Ong ty nghi nfu mét. ngay kia
6ng Drake thinh c6ng thi ciing 13 nh&r 6ng sira méy cho. -
Didu dy 1am cho Ong hoi ty dic.

Cdn Dai t4, khong bd phi mgt phit, theo ddng suli,
tfnh todn mue nwrée ¢6 diu va dd xét tinh cht cda d8t &
chung quanh.

Budi 13i, ho hoi hop ci & ban in do c8 Marjorie don,
chl trir ¢6 Hoggan 14 & lai trong rirng. Sau bFa com, dai:
td lubn lubn néi vE méng tudng cua Ong va ai ndy deu
thanh tdm nghe nhe tiu 85 viy. Ong Smith khéng mun
mia mai hodc vech nhing ndi khé khin cé tht 1im cho
cong vige thdt bai nira. O glin .-B;ti‘ td, Ong bd duge tgt
yém th€ vi Dai t4 di quén nhing sy phé phéch cla tyi
Da @6 v2 nhigt tam lam viec lai r&i.

Nhiéu t8i, 6ng Smith xin Pai t4 k& cho nghe nhitng
s {im t0i cla 6ng trong ngly d6 va Dai td hing hdi néi ;

— Cac nha héa hoc s& tha hs nghién ctru thé diu
dy. Ching bao l&u nira t8i s& tha hd nghién ctru thér ddu
dy. Ching bao lau nira téi sé thanh cong. Diu lia & dhu
ma fa ? Tir triréc tGi nay chwa ai biét gi hét,

Vi 6ng dem h&t nhirng di€u Ong hidu bigt gidng
gidi cho nhing ngudi chung quanh 'chim chd nghe.

Theo y 6ng thi dau I&a ndi & trén mit nuede chl b
the do nhirng md & duéi ddt thoi. Nhung tai sao lai c6
nhiing mé &y ? Ong cho rling ¢6 vd s& thio méc va sinh
vat tan rd, bi€n chit di, déng & duwdi ddy bidn, bi vii
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duéi l&p dat, cét, séi do nude sbng cudn 1&i hode bi ldp
duéi lép: @4 trong nhirng cube bidn dong I6n tir hbi tién sir.

Vi vdy 6ng rdt chii v xem xét tinh ch#t cha d4t.

Chwva 48y hei thing, méy d& duge, nhd 83 cfft xong.
Hoggan && tr& vE vé&i rét nhi®u da thd vat. Sem biét gis
da, n6i r¥ng Hoggan nhd may min va kién nhén d& <6
mbt tai sdn kha,

Sip kh&i sy lai duge. Ong gid Smith cé khidu vE miy
moe, sira may vH1 con, thdy wvui vui, hhbng chiu & nha
m$t minh nira vi budn, xin bd cdng viéc dbng dng &% giap
Pai t4.

Pai td bling ldng ngay, ddp :

— Lam viéc mdi gan dia cdu thi bao nhiu nguiri
ciing vin thi€u. T8 vui 1dng nhén bng va cing s& lam cho
Ong giliu, 6ng ldo. |

Vi mdy tigp tuc mdi ngdy dao sdu dwge mét thuée.

Cir ¢cdi da dy thl theo ¢ 6ng Drake, phdi séu 'thﬁng
méi t&i 1ép diu...

M2 khi dodn viy, 6ng con 1¥m nira !

@
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CHUONG 1]

KAGHAMISHAM

S U hgp tde clia 6ng Smith khong phdi 13 v6 ich,
Phai canh médy ludn ludén @€ cho bon Da dd khdi pha
phédch, cho nén dém cling nhwr ngldy, ho thay phién nhau
coi chirng & bén ging. Thém duwge mit ngudi thec la d&
duwoe viée cho cde ngudi khéc, vi dudi dnh ndng gay git.
cBng vife dao gitng that 'mét nhoc.

Mat bubi 1di, trong khi ho stra soan @i #n thi thdy
mbt hinh ding & trong bui. Ho nhan ngay duge 12 mat
ngweri Da dé.

Hoggan cim ngay cly sdng cii cla 6ng Smith ma
ludn lubn ching d& & bén canh. Nhung 6ng gid cin lign,
d% tranh mét chuyén ching hay, khé van ciu dueec.

Va lgi ngudi Da do d6 khong c6 vé Iin lit. Hin
buée rén rén, ddt nhe nhe méy ngén chan truéc r6i méi
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dit gét chén sau — theo 18i cia hg — nhung '1&6 rang la
né khéng ¢6 ¥ gidu mit.

Pai td nhé lai vy dft phd nha miy, nbi gign lén.
Cang may 8ng Smith khuyén fng nén lng duroc.

Ngudi Dz d& tifn chim chdm v phia ho, d¢i cho.
¢51 khichl cdch Dai td cé vai thuée, méi cdt tidng chao,
rat 1& do :

— Xin chiic cic ban Da  tring dwgc binh an.

Pai td nghe Sam dich céu g6, la :

— C& gan that ! Tul ¢l qua nay pha.cdi mdy quy
nhdt cla ta, ddt nhi ta, &n cdp la cha ta rdilgi ddy chic
ching ta binh an.

Sam ndn ni nho nho:

— Ong d& né néi, .4k né noéi. Chic chin nd cd diu
gi quan trong bdo cho ta hay. Phdi nghe né néi gi da.

Ong Drake bét gidn. NguoiDa d6 cii va x4 dai, cd
bon trirng trirng nhin né. Troi dd t8i qué, khé nhin dwee
lirng nét cta y. Y néi ¢

— Kaghamisham v&n khbng quén ring.cdc ban Da
tring cdu né. Cde ban Da trdng dai lwgng véi né.
N6 1a ban thén cla céc ban. Cho nén hém nay né lai cho
cac ban hay d& trdnh nhing tai nan Ién.

Sam lam théng ngdn.. Pai td bdo Sam ;

~— Kéu né Jai gan day.

Sam vdy ngudri Da do.

— Ban tién lai day. Ching t6i biét r6 Kaghamlsham
v& Kaghamisham 1a ban thin cia chiing 161, Nhung dém téi
ching t8i khong thdy o d& [im lém.
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Npuwdi Da 40 buéc lai phiz Sam, néi :

— T8inh§n ra duge ¢ Mit Dai Bing » cGa i6i, Ban
lubn ludn ¢b ¥ 1& vA nhitng &1 & miéng ban thét ra c6 Iy
jdm. |

R&i hin x4 d2i.. |

Ca n¥m nguoi d¥u pgac nhién. Ho d& quén ngudi
Da d tir 14u, quén viéc cru hén khoi bi bec v6 vA khong
ngo lén nay hian téi day.

Sam dap :.

— Toi éﬁllg nhén duge ban I{aghamislmm. Té1 mong
ring ban bing ldng ngéi choi voi ching toi chy ?

‘Ngutri Dadd git ddu va ngdi phich xubng dat, nam
nguoi kia cing ngdi xudng.

Dai 14 nhan thiy v&t thueng cta hia khéng cdn
theo gi ca.

Sam héi: Ban rudn, gi ?

Kaghamisham dwa cip mat séc nhin khip mei ngudi
161 suy nghi mdt chat truée khi 1rd |oi

— Kaghamisham d4 dau ning vd Kaghamisham lam
chga, nhung chiia nhd, din em trong b§ lac khOng chiu
nghe Kaghamisham cho nén ho phan nan vé cdc ban Da
triing lim. Nha clia cdc ban d3 L dét...

Sam thong ngon. Dai td gign d:

— Cbn céi mdy cla 10i ! N6 kbdnjg néi gi vé cédi ma,
hitt. Nha van, t6i khéng ciin, 46t r6i cit lai dwge. Nhung
mat cdi may nhw vy, lhm sao ma kitm dugc mot cdi khdc
trong mi€n nay, néu khong cé 6ng Smil va anh,
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Kaghamisham quay v& phia Sam hdi :
~— Béan téc bac néi gl 467

Sam lam thinh khéng cho hén biét ndi giin cla .-qu
td. Cho nén ngudi Dadd td vé ling tdng, bdt binh lam,
cau mjt lai, ndi :

~— Téi biét dan em cha tdi néng ndy. Ho khing
nghe loi 81, 1% bio hy xin véi cdc ban ri khoi
mién nay ctia by lac Cherakee chiing tdi di ; cdc ban lai
& ddy khong xin phép he.

Khi da hiéu loi cha ngutri Da dd, doi td dodn ¥ han.
mudn gi, bén la :

— Khong bao gi¥r t6i r&i khodi mién nay ! Khong
bao gitr ! Mgt thing nay ching t6i lam vige cye nhoc nhe
bon th t6i. HE chua d2o xong gi€ng thi khéng khi ndo
(6i di moi khdc hét.

Sam gidng cho ngudi Da d6 hidu vi ddu dai td gidn
dir, va vé mit Kaghamisham bdt bink lim. Hén néi :
~— Céc ban khang khiing khong ddi y la lim. T6i lai
dé ban chuyén hoa binh véi cdc ban nhung cdc bgn muin
chin tranh. Néu cdc ban mu@n chin tranh thi mic céc
ban. Toi d& dan em trong by lac Jam theo ¥ ching.
~ Ong Drake gim lén :

~— Cdigl ? Doangt w? Tao vin cd tén Da dd nay
bay gid va treo thiy n6 Ién canh cdy thip nhit & d%u rirng
cho nhirng dra khée s¢ m&i duge,

Sam h¥t stc khé khin méi gitr dwge dai td khoi
déng dgy va nhdy lai ddénh ngudi Da dé. Chang khuyén :
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~- Chiing ta phidi biét ngoai giao. Tyi nd ndm tram
dira. Chéng lai sao nbi.

Dai td phai nhin ring 16i d6 chily ;

— Viy thi .mic anb, anh thu x@p v&i @5 chd chét
dy ra sao thi thu x£p. T8, t61 clid bigl o6 mdi mit cdch
lam cho ching s¢ 1adiing v& fue.

Chic dai t4 vin luwdng trong ring 6ng dvong chi
fruy mot d6i binh dbng dic va diy dd khi gi¢i nhr h&
cdn & trong quin ddi. Nhung tink thd biy giv khic xa.
Tét ca chl ¢6 ndm agudi va mbt cdy sing ci,

Sam quay lat bdo ngudri Da dd :

— Xin ban ¢ 261 r6 di. Ban muln gi?

— Tuyi 4an em cha t6i mudn ring nhirug.ngedi Da
trang r&i mida ndy tée thl ; khéng phii 45t cfia ho.

— Sao bgn khSog =xé& ? Ching t6i khdng sdn bén,
khéug cay rudng, viy c6 lam bai gi cho cde Lyn Da ¢
dgu ? Ching t8i & d4y eang nhir cdm troi ldn ad mgt chit
thoi ma.

Kaghamisham dip, giorg hin hoc :

— Lin ndy la ldn @&u tién m3 t6i nghe nhing 1oi
d; trd thét & miéng « Miit Dgi Bang » ra. Toi khing bidt
¢dc bgn Da tring <6 éhy rufng khéng. Dt sao cdc ban
cing b cdi yéu thudl tay nd kéu ky di — y dua tay chi
mdy dao giéng — vi dan em clia 161 da nghi ¢ chiing
khong mudn thiy cdi mdy & d6 nia. Nhung ban néi cic
ban khﬂn_g san bin |3 ban noi dii.

Haghamisham chl Hoggan vi 1i8p vé lanh Jdng .
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— Ban ndy da giét’ trén ngén con héi ly vi bidt bao
con vt khde nda. S&n gin h&t mdi cla ching t6i rii.

Sam nhin thing vio mat ngudri Da d8, khéng biét trd
lri ra sao, danh hdi ;

— The& nu ching t6i nhdt dinh khéng chiju rii midn
nay 7

«— Thi c6 chién tranh. Dan em cha t8i déng trai rit
gin ddy, cich cénh Dong Lira khong xa. Chl mét ldt 1a
ho chi€m dege trai clia eée ban,

— D& téi rin gidog cho cde ban t6i hidu, nhung tbi
khéng ¢4 hy vong lam vra ldng ban duge ddu, ban
Kaghamisham a. Panh i chin tranh théi. .

— Dinh 13 chién tranh |

Ngudi Da 86 sip deng diy thi 6ng gid Smith xen
v8, bt bujc hin ngdi xudng. Ong ndi tiéng Cherakee :

~— Ban biét ring nguwéri Da tridng c6 nhirng cich ghe
gém d& chéng cu ché ? C6 thubc sfing, c6 dan, c6 gay
sim, cdch 500 thude gidt duge thd vat va cd ngudi Da
do nia.

— Kagkamisham bigt vgy. ¢ M&t Dai bang » di cho
né mit ciy gdy sdm nhw thé.

Ong gid cin méi suy nghi r6i tiép :

— Ban ciing bit ring ngudi Da trang 1am nhing
chi¥c mé day nho nhd bing m6t kim thufc mdu vang
chi 7 (1). '

(3) Tée dong eifo ﬁlng,
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— Nhitng mé& day di ding d2 mua &2o em clia
ching t8i phadi khéng ? (2).

Ong gia git ¢8u

— Ban dep con gidn cda dan em di réi ching 167 s@
bigu ban vai mi€ng mé day &y. Ban bdng long khéng ?

Mét ngudi Da dd thinh linh sdng ngoi lén, nhung
y suy nghi mét hoi lau, r6i méi ddp :

— Pua n¥m trim migng mE& day do thi cdc ban Da
trang ¢6 the & lai day dwge 100 mit tr&i nita (3).

Ong gid dijch & &% nghi €y cho Pai t4 nghe. Pai
ta not -

— Puge ldm. Ong nhan loi di. Téi di My tign
tirc thi.

Ong d&ng day, di vé phia nha vén, xdck mat tdi nhd
bing da r6i d6 hét 1i¥n vang trong tidi ra dZm. DEm 44
500 déng thi chi cdn lai 4§ mudi d6ng.

Ong Smith phan nin :

— Sat nghiép ong réi.

— C#n gi! Tén Da @6 do cho ching ta ¢ day ba
thing. Cin cé ba théng dy d& lam vi¢c. Khi t6i da thanh
cong rbi, t6i s& tro lai ddy véi mot bo 361 va sé 1in diét
lodi khi déc dy.

Kaghamisham ling ldng bo tién vang vao tui, ding

{2) Teuytn iy 23y 12 nim 1859, Lie 48 chra co Juit cim mua

biﬂ I"IE I.«!‘:l
(3) Téc oo ogiy.
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djy 1& phép chao nim ngwiri r5i bign vho (rong rirng. Khi
han da khuit, Daitd dva miy d8ng cdn lai cho Sam vi néi ¢

— Clim |y, em. Tin c¢fng ctia em d6. Em & lai ddy
lam mui ngay nia r6i em ty § mudn di dau thi di.
Sam dép :

— Thua dai t4 khong. T6i cho Dai té thi€e chiu. Khi
nao ching ta kiém dwgc diu Idra, ¢hdng ta 88 tinh toda.

Jai 14 6m Sam, cidm déng d&n r&t nuwéc mit.
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HOGGAN BIET TiCH

B ON ho hi#ng héi lam vigc hon treéc vi thoi
gitr 44 han 14 ba. thing. Phai thanh céng truée ngay 4y,
nZu khéng chi con cich 1a dlo tdu trude sy de doa cla
din Da @0 théi.

Nh ltic d6 vao gilka mua he, ngay dai hon, ho nhit
quy®t mdi ngay lam thém hai_gii'r nira. Ai n3y ging sitc
thing cd mét nhoe. Mat trdi chwra [én, ho d3 lam viée vA
t&i khi virng trang vang ot moc 161, ho m&i nghi. Budi
chi¥u néng ghé gém, ho cir déng ning nhoc, chim chap.
Nhuwrng ho vui, nhdn ring ging séc nhu viy, thi méi ngly
ho dao siu dirge mit thuwde rudi.

Daitd ndi:

~— Chdng minh &3 .d30 sdu duge 125 thede,

Sam ém di. Téec Dai t4 bac thém mpt chit. Con Hog-
gan va Kent thilkhﬂng ¢on mt chit mé ndo trén nhing
bép thit lyc 31 cha ho nira.
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Mot bubi sdng ra giin t&i midy, ho nhén thdy Hoggan
khéng cé mit & 6.

Pai t4 sai Sam di coi xem Hoggan ¢dn ngi khéng,
nhurng Sam trd lai dép:

~ Giudng trng. Khong ¢6 ddu vét gi chi rdng anh
dy dd ndm & 36, VA lai ph¥n nhi®u nhing 45 riéng cla
anh c¢cling bién theo anh.

Ngudi ta chay cd lai chd Hoggan nglt v3 Dai td phai
nhin ring Hoggan &a trdn mit, mang theo nhirng bo da

thit vit ma trude kia ching 43 x&p rdt kj. Chéc 12 chang
dem v& bdn & Pittsburgh.

That 12 dau Rng v6 cuing cho Dai td. Ong ril yéu
ching. Va ciing thiét thdi J&n cho cid ben nira. Chang
manh mé hon ai h&t, nén giF vifc quay c¢dn guay.

Pai ta rang ddu ndi khd tim, kéo cA bon di 1Am-viée.

Nhung hea vd don chi. Giga bubi chigu, chinh 6ng
dueong quay can quay, bbng nging lai, rOa mdt cdu,

Ong gii Smith va Sam chay lai;

— Triri o1 ! Phél 1am lai bét.

~— (o6 c¢hi véy?

Pai td gém lén ;

— Luw&i duc diqueo duwdng 51|

Thét vidy, lwéi thige 43 gip mét 16p dd cirng hon
nhirtng Iép trén. Trong khi ddo, phdi coi chirng lubn
luén cho may that ngay, chl vo ¥ mét chit 1A bso nhidu khé
nhoc trong ba thdng thanh trdri cbng tol. |

Lu&i duc, ghp &4 cing, hoi nghiéng qua m6t bén va
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méc ket. Quay nira thi mftJa mdy khéng chay, hai 1 lu@i
dyc s& gay. Dinh phdi d2o mot giéng khde & bén canh,

Hai che con anh Sam thay phién nhau rédng stra la:
nhung vo (ch.

Dai t4 thao :

— Phai dao mdt gigng khéc.

Ong gia dép : |

~ Ching ta-dd ddo sfu duge 132 thuée, Do md,
gifng khdc thi ¢ d8u d8u nhuw thedng, cing phdi mit
gin ba théng nira méi xulng siu dwge mye 6. Nhu vyt
qud th¥i han cfia tyi Da 88 cho ta rdi,

Dai té hét :

— DY moi mic dich dé! Cho ching t&i. Toi sé bép
cht tirng dira mdt,

Ong gldn qud, hét khdn.

Nhung lin ndy, m8t 12 phdi bd cOug vige, hai 1a di
ki€m m8t mi¥n khde ma tyi Cherakee khong lgi de doa niva,
ngodi ra khéng cé céch nio khde,

Iai tai nan t&i [udn modt lde, Daitd chiv khong nbi,
Séng hom sau Ong nim liét giudng. Nude da xanh xao
nhir ngudi mit miu, tay chdn nhire mdi nhu diin; vh Ong
Smith thiy dng kiét lyc, m@t ld nhue vy, khong cho Ong diy.

Hém #y Dai td khong cir d0ng, 6ng néng ndy, chi

mudn ddo tire thi mot giéng khdc. Vai ngdy sau, bénh
tinh 6ng khong thuyén gidm. Ong gid ludn lubn & bén A%

sin sde.
- M6t budi t8i, Ong néi :
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— C6 Iin Dsi td k& cho t8i nghe mft chuyén ngd ngd

néi vE mét ngudri thg rén, chang thanh nién va khoa vao
ning.

— 6, tdi nhé k¥.

- V2 Dai t4 k&t lugn ra szo, Dai td cdn nhé khong?

Ong Drake nhin vai.

~— Vay thra Dai t4, t61 mudn Dgi td hoe dwge bai
hoe trong chuyén fy. Dai td phdi kién nhin mft chit ciing
nhir ching thenh nién trong chuyén. T6i 8 nghi nhur viy
Hai cha con t6i. sé khiéng Dgi td v& nhd td, c¢é chiu
Marjorie né sin s6c khéo lim. Chéan tay ching tbi vung
vE, Khong mEm mai nhu chiu. Téi cam doan khong day
nira thing Dai t4 s hét bénh. Trong th¥ri gian dy ching
t8i cong nghl ngoi nia, vi ai ndy déu mét hét : vd khi
ndo Dai td di lai dwgre, manh mé nhur truée, ching ta s8
tidp tyc Wam vige. Pai td nghi sao ?

Vé mit wu tuw Dai td troira:

— Cam on 6ng ldo, 6ng ndi ¢6 1y, Dau ligt girdng
nhu vy thi ]am sao 4t stc chdng cy véi thién nhién dege.
Véy xin 6ng khiéng t&i v& nha &i, ching ta nghl ngol vai
tufin. Nhueng phii sin s6c k¥ cal mdy.

—~ Dai t4 cfr yén tim. Hai cha con t8i sg thdo tirng
bg phan mét vA chd v& nha

Va ho 1am didng nhw viy.

Khi vé téi lang, Ong Smith vi Sam dwong khiéng
Dai t4 trong mbt cdi chéng thé so 1lam bing cdy, thi thdy
John River nblly bG lai, hoa ¢hin mda tay, v& gign dir.
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Ong gix Smith hdi:

~~ Anh chang mai vo ndy mudn gl nGa diy?

River nbi kbiing t6i cwce diém, néi ling nhing khéng
ai hiéu gi hét, Ong gid vin binh tinh, ti€n lai phia n6, 48
cho né khdi té&i gin Pai td vd hdi né. Tén vo lai, mat do
gay, néi 1dm nhdm nhirng gi nghe khong ra v& &n cép, tr3
tha, bdi thudng:

Ong gia bédo ;

— N#u anh khéng néi t&6 rang thi lam sao chdng tod
hitu anh duge, anh River ? Anh mufin gi?

— T6i mudn ngudi ta tra tdi con ngua, néu khong thi
phdi boi thutrng . cho tdi, Ngya & diy hifm ma tbi quy
con vat clia tdi ldm.

— Lao khdng hitu d3u dubi ra sao hét )"

— A ! Ong khéng higu w ? Hoi Dai 14 Drake cla 8ng
xem ¢ bigt ban ciia 6ng ta iy ngua cha téi lam gi khong?

Sam higu li¥n thing River muln ddi gi. Hoggan khi
tron di, da #n cp mét con ngya va thdy & Titusville chi
¢é con ngya cia thing River 1a tot hon hét,

Pai t4 khi @i hitu chuyén, ndi mot gigng yfu &t:

— Ong Smith, y ¢6 I§. N¢u tsi khéng dft theo quén
v6 lai @6, thing dao ngli Hoggan d4, thi con ngusa cua y
khong mét. Viy xin dng 1dy mudi My Kim con lai clia
toi trd cho v. 161 bidt rang s8 tién d6 khong di bai
thutrng v, nhung t6i chi ¢dn by nhiéu thi‘jri‘ Ong bao y ldy
fubn cin nhi vin cda tdi nira. Bdy nhiéu vin chwa 4o vi
mft con ngya tot & mién mdy quf gid ldm. Nhung néu y
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vEn khong bing Png thl 42 khi ndo manh rdi, toi o8 xkr v&i
y. Sao, duge khong John River ?

Tén du cén cdn nhé irdn ddn dau d&n ho trrdc, va
nghe néi d2n dbng titn vang, sinh dng tham, #p a &p tdng:

— Néu trd ngay bay gid thll t81 blng dng. T6i chi

ddi mudi dsng thoi. Con cin nhd, 6ng giF 1dy. T6i khong
mudn ghy chuyén v6i tyi Da dd Cherakee, -

. Sam dém metri d6ng tikn vang. River twei tinh & ldy
s ti®n ro6i vhi vang bi¥n mat v pbia quin nrgu. '

Hai cha con lai tigp tyc khiéng ngudi bénh v nha,
Gia dudng, Dai t4 Eim bim mft mink :

— Nghi k¥, bay gi minh mdt h€t, chl cdn c6 nhén
cich va Ly vong cia minh théi md minh ¢in thdy ty do
vi vin sung suéng nhu hdi trude (1). Mudi d 8ng ti€n dy
ding cho ta &urrge viée gi ? Chiing ta sé kiém duge diu lira,
14t nhidy diu lira.

Sam nghe thdy, néi:

~— Chéc chén viy.

— Em ¢619. Em c6 I§. Téi hira v&i em mot ngdy kia-
em sé gidu, Con t8i, em ching bi€t ché, 161 khing ham giau
mét chiit xiu ndo h&, Ti¥n bac d8i v&i t6ichi 12d8 lam
nhitng viée .quan trong thdi. M2 c6 khi ciing khong cén
tien bac méi lam dvroc nhirng viée 16n nita

d

(1) Nhing i wbi siy diog e shim ngdn
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CHUONG III

MOT VI CUPU TINH

IN B Marjorie tén tim sén s6e, Dai td menh Iin
Jin. Nang 1am céc thirc ngon va keo bdnh cho 8ng &n, Ong
nhin ring hdi truéc, mii lo ddo gitng 6ug khong nghi téi
in udng & bdi bd sic khde mi floggan sin ban tuy gidi
chit 12m b#p rdt vynp vE Va lai nhé cdah vui vé trong gia
dinh cha Gng Smith, 8ng cang. mau manh.

Nhung 8ng cang lai sirc thl cing nghT téi sy dao tBu
clia Hoggan. Ong biét y tir 18u, khéng ngir v lai hinh d6ng |
nhur viy &Lrg'c. Y suy oghl ra sac ? S¢ tyi Da 46 w ? Hay
12 thdt vong, khong kién tdm duwge nita ? Hay 13 y tin rling
6ng d& 18m va cbng viéc cla dng sé thdt bai ? Hay 12 thily
da thd vit bdn dugce nhidu tién ma t8i mat lgi ?

Cho nén h8 nhic t6i Hogean 1a Ong ndi gidn nhu
dién, mat may & rd sudt ngiy.

Mdy da g& ra vwa dege sin séc cln thin. Nher ¢6
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cha gidp, Sam cii thién thém dwge vai b§ phén nira vA
bBn ngwdri vui vé bin tinh ngdy khéi cong lai. Y kién cta
6ng Smith dwge t4n thanh.

Ong nght d3 phdi lam lai tir d¥u, dd0 mft gidng méi
thi. nén ki€m mbt chd khéc kh8ng s¢ tui Cherakee lai phé
r#i. NZu & glin bd Sudi Diucé md diu thi gin bd hb Erié
tét cling ‘phii e6 md d¥u vi nwée b8 ehng phe nede Sudi,
c¢6 l&p dBu & trén.

Pai fd cdn ngin ngai vi nhr vy phdi mit vii ngdy
nghién efru tinh chét cta ddt d& kifm mot chd 16t nhe &
hén by Sudi Diu,

Khi 6ng bit diu ding diy duge, 6ng vin vai Sam di
dd xét & xung quanh. Biy gir 6ng d3 quen duge tign
nghi, cho nén dinh ki€m mot chd it ning gié d&cdt trai va
¢6 ¥ mudn mdi c¢§ Marjorie theo gitpd@ viée bép nic, nha
cra nita. Bén ngudi dan 6ng song dic thén, khﬁnglcél
tay ngueri dan bi that bt tien. '

Pai t4 thidy § kign cha dng Smith [3 ¢6 1y vA cdn cb
cdm tudng ring & chung quanh Titusville nei nao ciing
¢6 md d¥u lira, nhung kigm chea ra d6 thaéi.

Kinh nghiém mé&i réi chi cho 8ng thdy ring phai h&t
sitc trdnh nhitng noi d8t clhng qud, c¢6 34 huyEn vi hoge
d4 hoa crong, nfu khong thi lu®i duc s& lai giy nta,
M2 chung quanh Titusville ¢chd nao ciing 1a 44 hét,

Mgt t8i, tr& vE nhi, dng buc tire 1im, néi :

— Chlc6é cdch thay mdy khdc m6i dao gigng duge
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& diy. Miy ndy yéu qud, phﬁl vE Piitsburgh kifm may
manh heon.

Khong ai néigl heét. Ong tidp

— Hay 12 lai ted vE gi€ng cii va dio iai ?

— Thé cdn tyi Cherakee va k¥ han ching d& dinh ¢

Ong cin mbi :

— T8ng cB tui né di ?

«— Nhung treéc khi ra tay duwoe thi ¢é 18 ching da
cho chiing ta 1én chiu Triri réi.

VE Pittshburgh kigm miy méi 1a mét hanh triah nguy
higm, dai ta biét vay, vi vén chua quén chuyén trude. Vi
lai, titn d4u ma mua méy mé&i ?

Pitn 46 1am cho éng phét dién :

— Phéildm cho dan & ddy thich cong vide clia minh
méi duwge, nhe viy ho s&€ dem khi gidi lai canh géc chung
quanh trai. | - “

Ong Smith néi ;

— Pirng nghi t¢i  digu dy, Dirng trdéng cly & ho
chit gi h2t. Ong bigt ho nhin ching ta véi cip mit ra
sao chiz ?

Ron ngudr! duvong ban tdn tht Marjorie don thiéc &n
lén. Bia 85 khéng vui. Dai td nghi téi lic mei sy gang
stre d2u that bai va phai bo d& cufc phin diu.

Thdy vé mat thdt vong vAd & rii cha Ong, Marjorie
nghi clin phéi khuyén khich 6ng. Niang mim cubdi, néi
m{t giong mia mai ;
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— Neéu dai t4 thdy mét qué, hoic mudn bd cufe, th
ongc v& tinh di. O &y sé khong c6 sw gi thay dbi ca.

Ong Drake nhdn vai. Marjorié ti€p :

— Nhung t6i mudn xin 6ng mot diBu. Chdng t6i da
dinh dum dwecit tién md 6ng thi mt ddng ciing khong
¢6. Viy 6ng bdn méy cho chdng t6i. Béy git chiing t6i
cling thao viéc nhuw 6ng réi.

Ong Drake dép ban, la:

— Aj bidu c6 réing t6i mun bd hét ? Cho t6i muoi
cly sing, xem t6i ¢6 s¢ tyi Cherakee khong ?¢

Pai t4 néng nhe lra ; dém 33 khuya, khéng khi o
phin kém vui vé. |

Thinh linh trueée clra cé tiéng 16p cdp va tiéng ngua
hi. Sam déng day.

Ong Smith bio ching :

— Ra xem coi ¢é thiing tugng ndo gidr nay con di °
choi nhur véy,

Chang chay ra m& cira rdi rdng nhin trong dém tdi.

Mdy ngudi & trong nghe cé ti€ng gidy dinh sit nhdy
tir trén lirng ngya xudng rdi thdy Sam chay ra ngoai.

Ong gia td vé bye tée :

— C6 chi gl thé nay ?

ﬁﬁg sip dirng diy di theo ra thi giong cta Sam vang
1&n, chit chia, khéng ai dodn dugc 1a vui hay s¢ nira.
— Hoggan |

Dgi t4 nhdy ch8m lén :
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~~ Hoggan | Hoggan ! A, thing ba que 46 v& diy,
duge 1im | N6 sé biét t6i tri né ra sao.

Sam tr& v6, vé mat k¥ cye, xdm xanh va hét hodng,
dua tay ra nhu d& gigi thiéu ai, gigng run run :

— Hoggan tr& vE Phai, chinh anh dy.

R5i syc nhé ra, chang bao Marjerie :

— Em lan gdp vii mén gl che anh dy #n, chic d6i
1&m. T6i nghi¢p !

Hoggan v0, ddng mét mdi. Giy tronz thdy, nét mjt
h8c héc, 4t cdt déng diy trén mit, coi nhu mdt tén Da
do ; qudn 4o rdch ruéi, vai deo mét ciy stng méi, y nhu
nhitng chiéc stng ma dai td dd mang theo hdi trude.

Hoggan néi, gipng ty nhién.

— T6i day ! T6i da twdng khong bao givr vé duge
té: noi.

Roi kit sire, chang ngsi phich xudng mot chifc ghé.
Dai td, 6ng gid va Sam déu trirng trirng ngod chang, ngac
nhién, sirng sit.

Pai t4 1& md hibu ring trdch Ioggan la vo Iy, Ong
nhir suy nghi mot lic, sau cling tién igi phia chang,hoi:

— (¥ dau vE vay, Hoggan ?

== Pittsburgh,

— Lam gi ngoai d6?

— T6i mang khi cy vd khi giéi v&. T6i nghi ring
dai td c¢in nhitng thir dy,

Ong Drake nglen ngao hoi :

-— Khf eq va kbi gidi ?
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-— Da phii, £6i ty nghi miy d3 hwe m3 tyi Cherakee
lai him doa thi khéng th€ ndo [Am viée duge hét. Da tha
vat t8i bin duge o6 gid tri. Toi dem ban. That [a khé
nght qui, Mang 1ién ving vE 8 mua chude tyi Cherakee
hay |3 mang sing v& d8 diét tyi ho ? Téi tinh todn hodi,
khong bi€t dding nao hon. Déng I& trude khi di téi phai
héi y dai td. Nhung dd ra t&i noi rdi, khong 1é trd vE
ma khéng duwge viée gi, nhdt 13 khi trd vE 51, khong dé
gl xin phép dai t4 di dugc nka. Vi viy t6i danh quyét
dinh 4y va 181 mua sGng. Dwgc mdt td sing va bdn
thiing dan. Cdn du tikn t6i sdm vai bs phan trong mady.

— Hoggan ! Cing may cho em khdéng cdn ¢ trong

quén doi niva, néu khéng thi t6i d3 dem x&r bin em 1Bi
(1). Nhung em thit ld tOt byng ; lai d&y cho t6i 6m ; em

12 vi city tinh cda t6i.

(1) Vi r§i khéng tuin thugog linh, dim ty tita hich dbng.
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CIIUONG IV

TAN CONG NONG TRAI

H O khéi sy d20 lai & hén by Sudi Div. Nhiy Hoggan,
bay gitr ho dd sire chdng cy v61 tui Da dd. Dai 14 quyt
dinh ngay, khéng tim tdi & bén bl ho Erié¢ nia ma dao
¢r gan chd ci,

Marjorie nhdp bon. Nang sta sang lai nhd «in troy
khi bon dan ong-d3t méy. Nhe 6ag gid Smith da ndi,
ngudi con gdi kiku difm #y qud khéo léo nhu mét nang'
Tien. Nher ning m3 cin nha héa ra dep d¢ va cd duoe
chit it tién nghi. Tdnhtinh vui vé cta nang lam cho ai ndy
duwroe troi tinh, mim cudbi cd bubi téi, sau mét ngdy lam
viée m@t nhoe. Dai t khéng y&m thé niva. Nang higu phén
sw clig nang 12 an di ho, cho nén chiing nhirng naog dé
1am t6i nhing buéc ti€n bd tropg cong viée ma cdn khuyen
khich ho di cdch nira.

Ning dem hanh phde lai cho ho. Co vdy thi ho méi
thing rifi bao ndi khé khin.
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Khong thdy tam dang tyi Cherakee &4u hét. Nbhung
thiri han ba théng di qua, ho phii d€ phdng ching thich
linh t67 *n e8ng lic ndo khong hay. V1viy Pai td dinh phii
thay phieﬁ nhau canh géc ban dém & khodng tir mdy 16i
cin nhd, Khi gi¢i méi mua lubn ludn ngp don sda sing,
treo & véch v khéng mdt nguoi ndo ngu say h&. Hé hoi
¢6 tidng d4ng Ia hg nhdm diy likn,

Hp dao mot g%ﬁg mé&i. Cong vige d& Ithé nhoc va tién
mau hon treée rhdr gip dwge nhing 16p dét oEm, N2u
khong ¢6 gi xdy ra thi ching bao l2u ho s& thinh cOng, Al
ndy bang hai, hy vong tran ird Ma_rjhrie thulrng ra thim
mdy d¢ xem cOng viéc ti¥n hauh ra sao. Nang hot Pai té :

~~ Ong nght 34 gin téi 16p diiu chua ?

~ Gin téi. Néu téi khéng 15m thi chinh noi nay phai.
cé6 md diu vi mbt ngdv gin diy cd sé thdy ket gqud.

Ludri duc xudng duge 150 thuge réi. Dai té tinh ring
16p dau phdi & vio khodng d6. Vay bdt thin lic nao déy,
déu lira s& phun lén,

» ®
»

Khi dao téi 180 thuée, Pai té bt ddu thit vong,

C6 12 1a &0 mgng ching ? Khong c6 md diu ching ? Ong
Smith khuyén :

— Cé yén tam, yén t4m ! Chiu khé kién nhin dgi!

— T6i @438 d¢i l4u r8i |. Ong khéng  thdy ring
t8i dd tinh l&m nhr @Ot cfu hoe sinh sao ? TOI twedng b
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mét |&p din... Hay 12 ddo khéng dfing ¢hB, 16p diu & hen
canh chéng ?

Lai phdi ddo mét gigng khie. Ba bdn thing céng toi.

Marjorie néi : |

=~ Trai lai, kinh nghiémn &0 cing 12m cho 6ng phi:
kin (am thém ché, vi ndu d3o mBt giéng Lhic thi 6 the
fat th&t bai nhi bdy giv théi... r5i lai phai ddo mot gitng
khic nia.

Dai t4 khéng phai 1a thi€u can ddm v& kién nhin. S&
di 8ng quau quo, thit vong nhu vdy, vi éng s¢ da tinh
sai, di trdag trgng nhidu qud. D3 ¢6 gi chivrug minh ring
¢o lirng hé diu lira & dudi d4t nhe 6ng nghi déu ?

T&i hom dy, dng dd (1) xuBng sdu 200 thuée. Ong kéo
Icn, khong th8y diu, tic bue, lEing ling cii d3u di vE nha.

V& riu v cla dng 1am cho cha con chiang.Sam cdm
dong, budn bi nhin nhau. Oung gid mim méi .

— 1! tudng Paitd da tinh 16n. Ong thét vongcé 18 12
phai. Ong the véi chéing ta t&i 100 hoic 150 thude la

thdy d¥u, ma ddo 16i 200 thuée r8i vBn chira thiy gi hét.
Viy 6ng d3 [im r3i.

Sam néi :

~— Lgi phai d3o chd khic.

Ong gia suy nght ;

— Chuva bigt chirng, khéng ¢6 din & dwéi 33t d4u,
Sam cilng thdt vong nhung khéng td ra ngodi mat.

E;) Mai khi leoi dio xudng (&7 diu thi toay diy mot <di Bog xulng téi
ds df thiob mt I8 obd vi shu & troog dit. flug iy 13 Bog 5.
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Chang khéng nghl té6i sy 1am gidu nGa, khong cdn cao
vong gl c3, chl mudn gitp cho Dai td thanh cbng théi,
.dd sy thanh céng &6 khéng lgi gi cho chang ciing duge.

Ong gia béo :

— Thoi. ching minh &i ve&,

1Ig vé t&i cin nha thi nghe Dai t4 va Marjorie dueong
ban cdi v&i nhau. Nasg giin 1&m, mit sing la thuong,
hoa chén mia tay, 16n tigng dwa 1 16 ra. Dai td chi ddu
nghe, khong tdn thanh cing khéng chi trich.

Ning mia mai :

— Nye cudi cho Dai ti. Ong Lio ddo 16i 200 thude
r5i .ma khéng thdy gi hdt thi phai bd théi. Ong khong
mic c& sao ? Toi khong hoc rdng phu 6ng nhung tdi nghl
ring céi 18 néng choen choen 200 thwéc cua Ong soO véi
trdi 44t ménh mong nay, bt qué ciing nhu mét vét kim
dam trén moOt trdi cam, ché khdc gi ? Ai bao Ong ring
diu l&ra ching & sau t&i 2000, 3000 thuée ? Ai bdo ong
rhng ching phdi dao t¢i trung tim trii 4t méi thily dﬁu?

Pai td cang 4 rd hon nira, ddp : |

— Néu vgy thl t6i phii bd hét. C4i mdy nhd nhit do
Am sao dio siu nhu vdy duge ?

Marjorie thiy minh théng, vui vé& ti€p !

~ Viy 6ng da dbng § v6&i t6i va nhin ring néu ddu
lira & trung t&m trdi ddt thl phai ki€m mgt céi mdy khdc
manh hon, hoan thién hom méy niy, méi ddo téi no
dvoe...

~ Tdt nhién r5i. Khong c6 viéc gi khong lam duge
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cd, Nhung cdi mdy hoan thign 46 gid bao nhitu ti€n ?
T6i khdng cdn déng ndo h&t. Ma ai ché ra duge né day ? -
Nha ki s ndo c3 gan didm phdc hoa mdt mdy vi dai
nhir vay !

Mariorie vay uhﬁ-n_l;; ngudi khac lai gdn r8i nhdn manh
tirng ti€ng :

© —— Xin ai £y dBu nghe t6i nd. Pai t4 méi nhin cing
khong viée gi 13 lam khbng dwge. Ba va cdc anh hia véi
t6i & d2ao cho téi khi ndo mdy h&ét xudng dugc nira théi.
Chi khi nao lu&i dao khéng cdn xudng mét li néa thi lac
dé6 méi chiu bd di dao noi khde. Toi 1a ngudi diu tién
g3 ch& didu Dai & 14 dién cudog va anh Sam 13 tham
vong. Dai td da day cho toi biét suy nght va toi da tin &
thuygt clia &np, theo déi ebng vige cfia Ong. di thay tham
vong clia anh Sam khong phai 1A v6 I§ nita. Viy Ba va
cad anh h&a véi thi sé ti€p tyc dao nhé?

Pai t4 ddng day :

— Toi hira chic v6i ¢b nhu vy, M#t mjt hai thing
nita, c6 dang k¥ gi ddu ? Thoi gian v6 cting kia ma l
Néu ta thdt bai thl ngay sau s& ti€p tuc bdag nhing
phuong tin khéc vd r8i s& phai thanh céng.

Ong gia néi ;

~ Théi,; di &n. Tdi nay té¢i phién ai canh gdc ddy 7

Sam ndi ;

— Thwa ba, con,

R6i chang xdch sting di ra. Chang phoi p-hﬁ'i ty dic.
Nhitng l&ri cla ngutri yBu vang 18n trong ldng chang.
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Nang r&t khén khéo, Iam cbng vige gi ciing tuydt xdo thi
nang khong thé ndo l8m duwge. Chiang quy m€n nidng lam
1am sao ! Ma hé ngudi yéu da ra lénh thi khéng c6 viée
gi 1a 1Am khéng duge.

Chang ling ling di tir nhi té6i mdy. Thinh linh ching
ngirng ddu lén va ding syng lai. Pém xudng mau qua,
Chang ngdi xbm thu hinh trong béng t8i va doi, siing
lim 1am trong tay,

Chang c6 cdm tudng ring m6t béng ngudri méi thodng
qua treedec mat ching va ti€n ve phia mdy. Béng 4y c6
trong thdy chang khéng ? Né ¢6 rép minh nhu chang
khong ? P2 sdng ldu & noi risng rd, chang bidt réing truc
gidc va cidm tudng cha chang it khi lim ldm,-

Chang kién tdm ngdi rinh, mét dén vao noi chang da
thdy ké la mit khd nghi.

Nhueng ching khong phdi doi 14u. Béng d6 thu hinh
khi chang 16i, réi khong thdy &ong tinh g, tudng da
tréng 13m, ngang nhién téi mdy, khoéng d@ dit trong clr
dfng nira.

Sam bi€t ngay 12 mgt t8n Da @6, Chang tir tir dua
" siing !én va ho bing tiéng Cherakee :

—~ Aidé?

Tén Da 46 kém the : chang thdy tirng c dfng cla
n6 ma né thi khong thdy chang, vi chung quanh t8i nhu
bung.

 Sam Jai hdi :
— Ban cdm dédy u ?
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Tén Da 46 dép:
~ Néu ban mudn néi véi ban Da dd thi cb tién gl
déy. Tai sac lai phdi trén nhe viy ?

— Tt hon 1 ben cho t6i hay ban lai trai cia ngudi
Da tréing 4% ki€m gi vdy ? Chéc ban bi#t ring ban Da tring

¢6 nhitng cly gy sdm nB 16n tidng l&m v & xa cling giél
droc ban chir? -

Tén Da d0 dép :

— Oyapok biét rling bgn Da tréng c6 gdy sém nhung
nhitng gdy dy €3 vE tay ngudi Da dd roi. '

— Vay ban Da 44 mu#én chién tranh?

Ten Da dd do dy. Chéc né nghi bon né con & xa qué,
ddnh nhau ngay thi s& bt lgi.

Thinh linh Sam dang déy, tay cim stng va 16 tidog
ra lénh; '

— Ovyapok ! Lai gin déy | Mau lén|'N€u khing tao
cho miy v& chéiu 6ng ba.

R¥i chiang tign t6&i vai bude.

Tén Da d& hién ngang va tiy d4c, khong them nghe
1o, ditng yén d8 doi, khoanh tay treée ngye. Sam lgi gin, .
df hong sing mét lanh vao swn né va néi:

—~— Tao twdng ching ta hda binh véi nhau rbi.
~— Thtri han d3 qua rdi.

— Vay thi tao s& giét mdy nhu con ché, Toi Cherakee
ching béy thich tdn cOng ké khong ty v@ dwgc vi phd
phéch nha cira khi ngudi ta vang mjt.
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Oyapok .khéng d4p nhrng Sam thiy toan thén n6 run
nhd nhe.

— Oyapok, may &i trueéc tao. Tao dit may lgi cho
che ban Da trdng x&r. May s&8 gifng cho ho nghe v1 18 gl
ma lai d8y. Tao cho my bi&t truée, ndu hoi ¢é clr chi gl
dang ngt thi tac ha may lién nhu con ché.

Oyapok vln khOng nhic nbich. Mgt ti€ng cfi trong
rirng vong lai, Sam ling tai nghe. Tigng cG lap lgi, mébi
lic mot xa. Chhng' ring minh nét :

~ A, ¢6 ban miy theo sau. Ching thdy may & lau
qud, lo cho mdy. Nhd tr&i phdt hd, chiing tao 43 cé 44
khi giéi d& tiZp d6n tyi bay. Bi! Maul

Tan Da dd vang l&i, nhung vira di vira quay mit qua
bén phdi, bén trdi, ki#m xem c¢é thdy mit thling ban ndo
klidng. M&t Sam khéng rivi nd, ngén tay sin sing d& bép
ed néu thiy c6 mbt béng ndo khi nghi & chung quanh.Tén
Da d di chim qud, chang th6c hong sing vio swn no,
giyc :

— Mau én|

Tiéng ¢ et cdch khodng &¥u dbu, lai d5ng thi hd
[én & khép bén phwong. Tim chang dap thinh thinh. Chang
hidu dfu hitu 8y : th¥ ndo tyi Da &6 cting tdn cOng. Trong
trai chl cé nim ngudi ma quén dich déng bqﬂ nhidu ddy?

Khi glio t6i nha thi mét sting nb, Sam nghe vién dan
bay v2o, sdt tai ching, mirng thim ring tiyi Da &6 chwa
khéo sir dung nhirng khi giéi nguy hidm ma ching d3 En
cip duge clia Bgi 14,
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Nhanh nhw chép ching lin xung d4t, vira kip trénh
vién dan th& nhi. Nhung [3n n3y chang dE § nhan xem
vién dan phét tir d4u va bin li¥n vE phia dy. C6 ti¥ng
kéu rid [8n. Ching biét rlng vién dan ctia chang da tring
dich vA mirng thim,

Oyapok tudng ching khéng <oi chirng né nira, nhly
le vdo byi rgm. Sam bén theo va ti#ng kéu I%n niy vang
lén, gin hon, lén hon tiéng truée.

Chang khéng phi céng dudi theo tén Da dd Iam gi,
chay thlng v& trai, chic ring ngwdi nha nghe ti#ng stng
sting da tinh dgy, sdn sang d& ch8ng cy.

Chang khéng l&m. CA nha d¥u tay cim sling dng thit
th€ & céc clra s5. Ca Marjorie nira, ciing cim s(ing, qui
quydt chién ddu.

Khi Sam v0 r8i, 8ng Smith v Hoggan chng chdt ban
gh#, d6 dac & sau cira &8 chen 18i vao. R5i thi ai ndy dei
cudc tdn cOng.

Nép sau cira sb sau nhitng 18 bdn, ho rdng ngé trong
dém t8i. Duy cé Dai t4 12 di di; lai lai, 1m blim th& tan
diét tgi su bg Da d6 d6. Chiing cén trd cong viéc ctia Ong
hoai.

Marjorie binh tinh hon, d%§t ngén tay lén cd siing. Dai
td lai gin, ngé ning :

~— T6i cir trdng cd chl gidi viée b€p nde, ngdy dau
¢O cfing can ddm nhw m@t chi€n sI nia l... Nay cdc ban
dirng mit cbng dgi chling d& trd con khi ciia chéng ra,
Minh thiy trueéc vai vién dan vao trong khu rirng kia di.
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Ch{ing thfily minh kh!f giéi diy 48, cé 12 &2 bigt suy nghi.
ma !

C& nim ngudri xdm lai chung quanh Marjorie r86i siing
khac mf{t loat dan v¥ phia rirng, cBt lam cho khong khf
vang dfng ién thai,

K8t qud 1A tiéng kéu la chét chfia nbi 18n & khip noi.

Twyi Da 43 thinh link ndi gign, khinh thi logt sing dy.
quygt chi t4n cong. Vai dira bao nhdt tidn t&i sdt nhi,

Hoggan v Kent nhim, Ong Smith khuyén ;

— Hay khoan ! Dirng gi¥t ching v ich, chl iam cho
chiing thém tham thil. Bén cho chiing bi thuong théi. VA

lai, rhu Dai td néi, chl cin 1am cho ching s¢ mét [in 12
chiing khong ddm bén mang 16i nita.

Trong khi 6ng gia néi Sam lai gin cira 88 d¢i cho
mt t&n Da dd dva minh ra 13 lya chd khéng phéi 2
nhurge diem ma bin.

Tén Da 40 tring dan, [4n trén 44t vh tidng gic thét
gidn dir cta cd bon vang lén.

Ong gid Smith khen Sam .
— Thing nhd ndy gidi.

Hinh nhu tyi Da 43 tr8n hét sau phit sing fy. Nhing
chfing thudyng gian déi, qui quyét, cho nén phii & phong
ching gid v ching.

Sam ti€n lai phia Pai té ndi:

— i tam yén r5i; d& t8i .lai mdy xem tén moi Oyapok
¢6 kip phéd hwr né khong. R5i t61 & d6 canh chirng.
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Pai td ngé chim chim ching truée khi dép ¢

— Em néi ¢6 1. Phai coi chirng cdi mdy. Qufin bat
leong c6 th tien t&i 46 dwge. Nhung dwng di mat minh,
de t6i cung di.

Ong gia Smith xen v6 ;

— TOi ciling nghi cén phdi git mdy. Nhung hai ngudi
khéng dii. Chdu Marjorie 4@ td ra can ddm, khéng hb v&i
th tién, Vay k& c¢d chdu, dwge sdu ngudi, Ching ta chia
ra JAm hai tidu d6i s mOt git nha, mft gifk méy.

Ong tién lai phia Kent, bao :

— Em &i véi Dai té va Sam. O nh2 ba ngudi &4 rbi.

Nguydri ta don 18i cho ba nmrhi ra vi lGe ndy &3 chen
etra- Ho ti€n vado khodng dém t8i.

Vira mé&i téi ghin mdy, Sam nghe cé ti€ng ddng nhe

nhe nhe mua nhd 13p d0p & trong rirng, Chang néi nhd:
— Coi chirng, ching minh sip bi tdn céng.

Chang néi‘dtng. Tyi Da do bi#t cin nha phong thi

k¥ qué khé chidm' duge, cho nén tinh lai phd mdy, dé hon

Chiéing chi cin hai bon ndy thdi. HE mdy hw thi hg phii
bd b Sudi Diu ma &i noi khic.

Ra ngudi nip sau ba c6t gd 16n, chde, déng xulng
44t a4t & céi tryc kéo vA th¥y nhi¥u béng ngudi ti€n la
phia ho.

Pai td néi nho :

— Mdi ngudi nhim mét dira, dyi £6i ra I¢nh r8i cling
tin mét lac,
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Tyi Da &8 ciing 43 trong thdy ho vi m6t mii tén
bay vio téi, cdm vio mét cft gd.

Dai td hd :

— Bin

Loat sdng vang 1én trong cdnh tinh minh cta ban
dém. Réi cd ti€ng rén la ring ron va tidng chin ngedi
chay cufhg cuting,

Sam néi:

-— Dém nay ching ta dwge yén dn 6. Chdng bidt
ring ta Iuén lubr #2 phdng va manh hon ching.

Tuy v8y, ho vin canh géc téi sdng, Nhirng tui Dd 43
khéng t6i nivta, Ching c6 d¢icho d6ng hon r5i s& try lai
tdn ¢bng va chifm trai khéng ?

Sau vy 46, Paita ty tin hon mdt chit. Sing hém
sau, 6ng hdng bdi lam vige, khuy#n khich moi ngui.

— Rang I&n, c¢dc ban! N¥u cln ching td s&8 dio t&
trung tdm trai d4t, kY gip dwoe 16p diu méi thei.

Tigng mdy déu d¥u kéu : « efc, céc, cic ».

Tam ngldy sau, d20 xuting sfu dugce 215 thuée,
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CAY BEN

H © vira #n xong thitrdi t8i. Ong Smith quay lai
bio Majorie d6t d&n. Ciing nhir cdc nhi khéc trong lang,

gia dinh 6ng gld nhing mdt cdi tim bing béng gdn vae

m& sic vat d& dé. My d6 hoi ldm va dinh vado tay th§t
do.

Ning Marjorie déng day sira soan di thi Iloggan néi :
— Cé dE t6i.
Chang lye si di ra, v3i phfit sau trd lai, tay cim mét

cdy d2n tuy cing ¢6 kh6i nhue d2n m& nhung ngen to
hon nhign,

Pai td hdi:

— Céi gl vy ?

Hoggan binh tinh &4p :
—~— Kitu den tdi méi ché.

Pai td ddi dugce coi gin. Hoggan chia ciy d2n, hii hﬁp,
xfic dong nhw méi phit minh duge diu gi la lung 18m.

RE&t gidn di. Chang da ldy mét cdi chai ¢b hoirfng, diy
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diu t&i ba phiin tu, Mot midng béc ndi trén mit diu. Mot
@ng sét nhd zuyén qua mi€ng bc va ludn mft cdi tim nhing
vao din.

Dai td khen :

— Duge. Duge lim.

Ong ngac nhién théy - chdt d¥u dy chink 13 d¥u mdc
& Sudi Diu, Chinh & ddu lire

Oag héi

— Chinh anh &d ch ra ciy d2n nay ?

Hoggan ldc d%u mdt cdch vyng v& vi mim cubdi: |

— Thua khéng. Khi tbi ra Pittsburgh,_- thdy dvroc sur
Kier ban nhing cédy dén nhw cdy n2y. T6i ngé ky, hidu
céch 1dm ra sao r5i dm ldy. T6i && thinh céng nhy Ong
thdy.

Dai td xéic ddng rdt mgnh; dirng dﬁ.}f-nlt:ii bing Imtl‘,')t
giong nghiém trang :

— Nay cée ban, d4é 12 mét chirng c& nita ring nhing
gang sitc cfia ching ta khéng phdi[d v8 ich. N&u ching
ta tim dwge md d¥u thi cde ban thé dodn nhén logi 58 nhir
ching ta ma duegc bigt bao nhifu tién- 'nghi. Aj cling c6 th®
e nhu-ng fﬂy den séng va ré titn nhu cdy den ndy ﬂu't;;'c

_ Gigng dng run run v& nhitng ngudi kia ¢é cim tudng
ring ho sip bwéc téi mot khic gueo trong lich sir cua
phén loai va chl mét phdt minh nho nhd, cé vé nhu' v
pghia ma lam xdo trgn duge c2 thé gigi.

Ho ldng l4ng ngé ngon dén chgp chim va lan khéi
rung rung dua lén,
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Thinh linh Pagi td ndi :

— Illoggan, em thily khéng ? Phéi cdi thién ngay ciy
dén cita e di. Phédi loc diu r6i hiy d5 vd ve. Nhe vay
s& sang hon va it khdi. Ngay mai thé xem.

Marjorie cdm d8ng t&i rung rung nuée mét, Anh den
chitu vao cjp mét won uél lai cing tdng v& dep cia
nang.

Sam thi mo mang. Chang tinh toan, ty héi hét thiy
th¥ gi6i cin dang bao nhiéu cdy den va thdy con 58 vi dai -
qud, chiang da tudng twgng ¢6 nhing déng ving & trude
mét r&i. Thi sdn cla cha.g s& téi con s8 ndo ? Chang héi:

~— Din 50 cda chiu My# 12 bao nhigu ?

Nguwdi ndy ngé nguoi kia, khong ai bigt rd, vi chéu
M7 ldc dy cdn 12 d4t méi, chea k:em ditm nhén s8 mé:

cich chic chdn. Pai td suy nghi mHt chit, nhin vai. Ong
cdn gi biét diéu gy |

* *
*

:Mét hém Hoggan di sin. Cam céy sing ma 1&n vém &
mién chung quanh li mét viéc nguy hidm, nbwng chang
ham bén 1&m, khong the nhin dwge. Ching téi mét khu
rirng thua v dinh nghi & 46.

Mit trivi da l1én dén dinh ddu. Chim chéc riu rit Lrén
canh, digc ca tai. Chang mii theo vét mdt con huou réi quén

ca bgn be, cbng vige, di xa trai quid. Mét l&, ching ngdi
phich trén ¢b, m& binh rrgu ra tu mét hei rdi thiu thiu.
Chang yén bn ngi-duge khodng mgt gir thi béng cb ti€ng
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- 88t soat rit nhe & chung quanh. N&u lic 4y chang théethi
- chéc chén 12 ching phai run lén r6i, vi mét tén Da d0
hiéu ra lign, than hinh cao lén, vé mdt gin gude, mil cong
nhir md digu hiu. N6 vet canh 14, bude v6, bé vé khoanh
tay ding truée Hoggan, mdt ng cudi khé hién nd trén
méi. Chang vin ngh say nhue mdt khic gb..

Nhung n#u ching thdy né thi chang yén tim
duoc vi né khoéng vé minh rhu khi ra trgn. Mé téc den

qﬁﬁn thanh mot bai & sau gdy va trén nén khéng cam mét
céi long nao ca.
Chinh 13 Kaghamisham.

Dan Da do bim sinh kién nhin, cho nén hén ding
tro tro nhu plm twong trwde Hoggan,

Mat hoilau sau, chang Da tréng tinh dgy. Méi ddu
con ngéi ngh, mit cdn md, ching ngé chung quanh va
thiy cfy sting vén con_& vira tdn tay, ching bén ngic diu
Jén thi gip cap mit clia tén Da dd dwong ngé chang. Tive
thi chang tinh hian lai, nim chit ldy cly siing va nhiy
chom day. Kaghamisham dwa tay ra hiéu dirng lo, r6i chim
rdi néi vo vé tidng Anh:

— Ban clr yén tam.

Nhung Hoggan hoing s¢ va giin di vi bj quidy rdi
gia gidc ngl, chia hong sing vao gika ngye Kaghamis-
ham. 11an than nhién mlm cuoi, khong hé xao xuy€n.

Tay vin khoanh, hin dang tro tro, cé vé nhu ché_,
nhao, Sau ciing, khi da ngim nghia k¥ Hoggan, hin nhi
nhan tuoi cwdi noéi :
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— T6i xin bgn cir y&n tdm. Ban khong tin bgn Da 3w ?
Hoggan la :

— Né#u tgi v6 lai ching bay m2 tin dugie thi Trdi
dédnh tao. May la quén gian trd nhdt trong bou. May chiu
khé clng di véi tao.vE trai va tao cho hay trude, néu
may cé cir ddng gi khi nghi thi tac bin b rudt,

 Kagliamisham biét r&t it ti€ng Anh. Né€u hin khong
hitu 1¥i néi ca Hoggan thi coi vé& mi3t gign dir cha chang,
hin cling dodn dugc § nghia ciu dy. Hda biah tinh dép :-

— Ban tudmng ban manh 1a l&m. Ban bj bao-vdy r6i
Dan em cba t6i & ghin ddy. Téi chi ra ddu la ban s& phd’
b6 tay. Viy lieng ciy gdy sdm &5 di va theo t6i. T6i 1&i
Iﬁ}r vi long m&n ban chit khéng phai vi ghct ban d#u,

Hoggan vira gid thé thi, vira lide mét di?J x€ét cac byi
cdy & chung quanh, nhung khoag thdy gicad. Chang cho
riing tén Da do chi ¢6 m§t minh va n3i ddi cho chang so,
nén Ehhng dép |

— Tuyi bay ¢6 ba nghn dira, tao cling khbng nfing.

1 Kaghamisham nhin vai, thay di€u b§ anh hing rom &y,
dodn duge ¥ cha chang rdi, mim mbi néi :

— Ban chiri ndi gidng t6i nhur vdy cé ich gi dau?
Ban thir nght téi tay khéng lai day, khéng cé ldy mat lwei
ao dit lung nira ma ban thi cim mbt giy sim ghé gom
crong tay. VA lai t6i bat gip ban duwong ngd, khong dé
phong gi het, nfu mudn hai ban thi t6i da ra tay réi.

Hoggan cau ahaau :
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-~ Phii. May I§ sy gidi, nghe ciing bivi tai ddy, Vay
may mudn gi ?

— Mudn ring ban theo 16i.

Chang cuy nghl mdt chat, tw L di theo né ¢é Iiguy
higm- gi ‘khéng.

N6 danh bdy minh ching ? fcl lgi gt cho nd ! Néu
that tinh né mudn hai minh thi szo né khfing lya lhc minh

dwong ngi ? Chang 13 mét n.i_’:u*m can d3m, rit mqnh mg,
lai & tirng trdi, phiéu lwu. Ching biing long theo tén Da

dd, to nhit phdi. canh chitng thrag clr ddng cha né vi
iudn ludn nam chic cdy sang.

Hai ngudi di shu vio trong 1tg, Hngg;an di sau tén
Da 44 vai bude, nghe ngéng tidrg déng & chung quanh,
Chang nhdn ngay ring ¢6 mdt ddm déng Da dé vin lén
liit theo sau vi (i nay di ¢6 de dit bude nhe nhe t&i dau
8i nGa thi tai ching da quen, cing nhgn dvoc nhing
i&ng s6t soat trong dém la va ti€ng ric rdc cha canh kha
dwé1 got chan. Ching khéng néi gi hét'sdn sang dai phé.

Ho di chirng mét gid, kh8ng néi véi nhau nira i
Téi mot chd rirng béng nhién thea hon, Ka.ghhnﬂsham
ngrng lai va doi chang. Khi chang theo kip, tén Da do
it ra mét 8ng ditu, vA khong d8t thuBe. budng cho né
r&t xubng dft. Do dy m§t chiat, Hoggan lam theo Tie
thi nhirng tiéng dong & chung quanh nhu ngieag hin.
‘Hogah van khéng thdy tui Da dd & déu, nhung codn ring
chiing in ndp khéo lam va vdn dd tirng cir chi cla ch_‘an'g..
Chang héi:

- T6i khéng biét ban mudn &i
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Kaghamisham ngé ching mét cich nghiém trang ré
chim rai dép ; :

— Ban la ban thén ciia « M&t Dai bang » phai khong ?

Ching gat d¥u.

— V§y t6i sé chi cho ban m6t cinh, bgn ngdm k¥ d&i
r8f 1dm on k& cho « Mét Dai bang » nghe. Kaghamisham
khéng phii ]2 ké.v8 on. Ban nght ngoi mét chdt réi chiing
ta igi di.
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CANH BONG LTrA

T RONG Lhi Hoggan @i theo Kaghamisham (hi &
trgi ai ndy déu lo Idng, nhit 1a ki nhé lai vy tdn cong
vira r6i,

Mat trtri da lan tir 18u, dém d3 xulng ma sao chang
di s&n vin chwa v& Chua bao gir chang & lai trong rieng
tré nhu vy, Ma khéng <6 1§ gi chang lai trén di ahu
l&n fruéc nira. ;

Moi ngudi s¢ sét, lo cé mdt tai nan xdy ra. Ohg
Smith néi ;

~— Sdng sém mai, t6i va thing Sam s& nghi lam
may, vao rirng kifm xem trén cdc dudrng mon cé diu vét gi
t6 rling tyi Da 46 m&ix&m nhép chung quanh d&y khong.

Tai td lam thioh.

Ca bon dEu yéu Hoggan, chang lye si to 1én, cyc mich
nhung t3n tdm téi md quing va rit nhiéu séng kiéh hiu
ichds.

®
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Marjorie thdp cdy den do ching ché tgo. Moi ngudi
trtong ngon dén lai cing 4 ri. ‘Sam vin lng tai nghe
ngéng, bdng nhén thdy ti€ng giay &i & ngodi, chang ding
phat ddy, kéu :

-—— Hoggan v&.

- Chang nhliy ra cira d& d6n ban, Hoggan mét lir, kéu
déi bung.

Marjorie ling. l&ing v8 b&p, trong khi midy . ngudi
ghéc khoéng ngét héi:

~- Hoggan 1dm gi cd budi chidu ? Tai sao vE tré vy ?
Tai sao khéng mang mdi vé ?

Mariorie don trirng va mét migng m& heo trudc mit
Hoggan. Chiang ldng ling #n ngfu nehién vai miéngz, Lép
m6t hép rueou bia r6i mun cnu nos : |

~— Méi xdy ra m§t chuyén ma téi bdy gir tot co.
ngac nnién, That khéng sao -hiéu duwge tgi Da &4, Anh
Sam, ana higu chdt gi khong, anh gidng gidm t6i nghe:
hodc thing quy Kaghamisham ch& nhao ching ta, hojc 12
né ngav thing vi néu ;fa:,r t6i cang ldy lam lg vi 18i khong
hidu no muén néi gi hét. '

L¥i m& diu &y cang lam cho moi ngwdi néng ldng.
mu&n biét chuyén ra sao, nhdt 12 Hoggan v8n digm tinh,
phdi gap mét treong hep la ling méi néi nhigu nhu the,

— Piy, ciu chuy&_]}_ x3dy ra nhu viy.

R&i chang td tirng chi i€t mjt i cufe disin téi gide
ngd trong rirng thwe, cude gép g& 1én Da dd va hanh trinh
t&i cdnh Ding Lira,
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Dai td hdi _
~ Cénh d¥ig gi vy ? Téi khong hidu chit chi hét.
Hoggan k& lai :

— Chiing t6i ling ling di ba gi¥ dbng hs, tén Da
dd tién truwéce, t6i theo sau. C6 vé nhue chi cé hai dia
t3i théi, nhung sy thit thi ¢6 cd mét ddm moi lin nfp
trong rirng, theo doi ching t8i tirng buéec m2 t6i khéng
thdy. Ching t6i ngdi doi cho tr¥i th4t t8i. Téi nghi khong
¢ 1é gi d8 nghi ngd n6 hét viching d6ne nhe vdy, néu
mudn hai t8i tht dé ldm. T6i néng Idng mudn biét né dinh
lam gi. Sau eting ching t6i lai di vA tr&vi oi; thinh Iinh
tdi thdy hién ra mot cinh k¥ di. Ong thir twéng twong : noi
dé6 dat thi phing va t6i thiy c6 nhitu d4, lai ménh méng,
réng hon cd chdu thanh Pittsburgh, md chéy...

~— Chiv ?

— L4, chay. DAt chay, cac ban oi! Diy d6, ngon lka
bdc 1én, nhur c6 hang ngan cdy dén d4u, séng nhe ban ngay.
Kaghamisham néi khong phdi méi day ma tir hdi nia téi
gio van nhu vay. Tir thud khai thign lip dia, khu &% iy
vdn chay.

Dgi td géi clm, lanh lung ngé Hoggan nhw ngdr ring
chang héa dién. Sau ciing 6ng léc dju :

— Chuyén k¥ di | R6i Kaghamisham néi gi thém nira ¢
— Lc &y t6i twdng t6i chiém bao, T6i lai nghi tui
Da d6 1am phép phit thiy cho t8i s¢, cho ching ta s¢ d®

chiing ta r&i di noi khde. Nhuwng t6i lai nehi néu chiing
mudn vy thi sao khéng 1dm phép & ngay gin trai cla te
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di ? Tdi r nhirng ngon lira fy. Lia thit tinh mi, Cé
nhiu ngon 16n lém, thui dwge cd mdt con nai. |

— Rb&i sao ?

— Roi Kaghamisham nfm mét tay t6i mutn dua ve
ddy. T6i khéng chju, néi rding t6i ¢i mot minh dwge. T6i
dinh chay tr8n thi né niu lai, béo :

— Ban 12 ban thén cla « M4t Dai bang » vi Kagha.
misham kh6ng ngu dai md ciing khéng v8 on, vin nhé
ring duege ngudi Da tréng céu mang. Viy ban l3m on v8
k& bt thiy nhtig ditu mét th#y cho «M&t Dai bang» nghe
va bidu ring Kaghamisham mu8n ngay maidwoc gip « Mét
Pai bang » & khu rirng thua chdng minh da gép nhau
ban chiéu,

Sam ngé éng thén chang. Ong chau may. Chang néi }

— Mai t6i &i. |

Pai td cuong quyét ngin cdn :

~ Khéng duge. Bigt d8u tui Da &0 ching nghi .ﬁ cb
anh ma ching ta méi déng trai & d&y vi cb I€ chiing mudn
trd thi ma lam hai anh hoic 6ng, 6ng Smith.

Ong gia dép :

— Con tbi noi ¢6 1y, Nén biét Kaghamisham mufn

gi. Chéc y da hiu h& tréu chdng ta thi s& ra sao. Sam, ¢
con nghi th€ nao ?

Sam dép :
— Pdi v&i tyd nb, ludn ludn ta phii @& phdng. Nhung
¢on twdng Keghamisham thit byng mang on con clru mgng
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va cho sing. C6 & né khong =x4u nhw nhirng da khic
ddu. Ngdy mai ching ta sé bitt.

HOm sau mgt minh Sam ti#n sau v6 rirng, khéng bing
long cho Hoggan &i theo. Chang da héi Hoggan du chi
ti€t d& nhén dwgc chd hen v6i tén Da @6 va ching ciing
théng thao dudng 18i trong rirng nhur chéng ta thong thao
du¥ng trong chdu thinh viy,; ¢6 phin hon nira. Dai té
mudn cho c6 ngudi cing di véi Sam. Ong doi di, Sam
khéng chiu ; éng lai nin nl 6ng Smith dirng cho chﬁng di
mt minh, nhung éng gid biét rd con éng va ddp

~— Ong ¢t d% mic né,  Cé xay ra chuyén gi thi mét
minh né ddi phé ciing dugre, thém ngudi chl béan cho né
thdi, N6 bigt rd tyi Da &8 hon chiing ta. V4 lai cong vige

& nha thi nhidu, khong c6 thi giy d& phi. Ta phdi thing
Héa c8ng, phdi 420 cho diu lira vot lén,

Sam vui v& v8 rirng, vai deo sing trudrng, lung gii
dac nhon, tGi da dung hai cdi banh trdng bt bép vi md
migéng md heo, Chang theo I&i Hoggan chl, nhin dugc.
dutrng, thdy mét cay bd hwong khbng 15 bi sét ddnh trong
mgt con déng, mot khu rirng thwa vi hep, mét phign dd
16m, 18i t6i ch hen, ngbi xudng nhbdi thusc vao Eng didy,
thir lai lfﬂj,r sing va dgi.

M3t trivi dd 16n cao, néng 1&8m. Chim chéc riu rit vang
cd khu rirng.

Sam ngbdi dgi chirng mét gidr thi nghe c6, tiéng canh
14 s0t soat, biét ring Kaghamisham gén téi. Chang ding
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ddy, tuy chwa th&y béng tén Da d4, nhung ciing néi 1&n
bing ti€ng Cherakee : -
~— Xin ban cfr tién,

Ngay léc gy, Kﬁghamisham hién ra, vung tay trén
khéng, chao:

— Xin Troi phit h& ban trong cﬂng viée clia bagn:
¢ Mét' Dai bang » 12 ban than clia t8i va tin & t6i dwoc,

Sam dép A,

— Téi ngay thing, khéng déc 4c v&_KaghamEsham_
¢Gng 12 ban clia t6i. Néu ban ciin di¥u gi, cr m& long
. ra, t6i sdn sang nghe va gidp ban. -

Kaghamisham mim cui, léc dée. Chao hdi nhau roi,
né ngdi sép xubing ddt :

— T6i mvi « Mét Dagi bang » lgi ddy vi ban néi tigng
ctia toi, t0i néi chuyén véi bgn d& hon la véi bgn Da
tring hém qua. Kaghamsham biét nhigu 14m.

Sam vén d& phong, héi :

~— Vay ban biét gi ? >

Kaghamisham Iq.l mim cudi

— Kaghamisham 3 rinh trai céc ban Da trfing va
deén duqc cic bgn dwong ki®m gi. Kaghamisham lai do
xét ba dém & gﬁn Titusville v& da hibu.

Sam ngac nhién mot hdi [du. Sac ! Canh géc k?.nhu'_
vy ma bon Da d& vln téi ring & gén nhd duge va lai
dodn duge diu bi mat cha minh nita !

Ma 1vi tén Da &8 n6i rét chic chin. That viy. N6 da
nhin th8y bon Sdm ché tgo den dau v by nhiéu dd cho.
16 dodn duge dgi td duong kiém cdi gi.
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— Né&u bgn cho Kaghamisham bi#t trieée ban mubn
ki€m gi trén khu d4t sin bén cda tyi Cherakee ching t61
thi c6 1& 18i 33 thu xép duge, |

Sam viéin chwra quén vy béc 16t nm trim My kim [in
truée, cho nén dép bling mét gigng mia mai :

— Vé&i di¥u kign 12 ngp cho ban mét s6 ¢ m8 day »
vang nira phdi khéng ?

Ngudi Da 86 ddp :

— Khéng.

Hén suy nghi rﬁ{&t chit r5i ti€p :

— &« Mét Pgi bang » biét ring Kaghamisham lam chda
trong bg-lac cla né. Nhung hdi 6ng Chéa 1é6n cdn thi
phdi tuin lénh 6ng Chda 16m. Bay git 6ng Chia 16n chét
r8i, n6 lam Chéa lén cdc Da 88 Cherakee.

N6 vira néi vira vé&n ngye, v8 cing ty dhc. Sam vui
vé mirng né, né cdm dang, ti€p :

— Vige ma hoi treéc Kaghamisham 1am khéng duge
thi bdy gir né 1am dwgc. Pin em cia né nghe né va
ving 1&i né. Vay Kaghamisham nh#t quy2t giGp ban.

— Va d& bu lai, ban mufn cdi gi ?

Ngudi Da db td vé binh tinh :

— Kaghamisham khéng phdi Ia v86 on, né khong
quén rling ¢ M&t Dai bing » 43 clru mang né.

— Tét. Viy ban mudn giiip tdi vige gi ? |

~— T8 hém qua ban Da tring cda bgn cé kB chuyen
gi cho ban nghe khéng 7

-— C6, nhung cénh Dong Lira d6...
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— Cénh Pbng Lira dy thude v b lac Kaghamisham
va Kaghamisham ting né ::ho ban « Mﬁt Pai bang » € trd
on cho ban,

Sam 1am b§ thich l&m.

~ T6i v8 ciing mang on 6ng.Chda 16n clia b8 lac
Cherakee, nhwng ¢8ng viéc cha ching t6i & ber Sudi Dau
chra 1am xong. C6 1& con phdi vai tu¥in tring nira. NZu
t6i & lai d6 ti€p tuc lam vie, ban ¢6 thdy digu gi bdt t1¢n
khéng ?

Kaghamisham khﬁng bing long, 16n ti€ng dip:

— Kaghamisham khéng ngu ma. N6 bidu cdc bgn
tét cd cdi ma ban thich, cdc ban lai tir chdi..

— Piu c6é tir chdi. Trdi lai chir. Nhung ching tb
¢6 nhi®u vige & ber Sufi Diu qud, va mudn lam cho xunﬂ
r6i méi rovi di chd khée.

— Viéy cdc ban muén lhm sao tuy ¥. Cde ngudi Da
dd va cdc ngutri Da tréng phai hda thuén v&i nhau. Nhung
Kaghamisham chi ¢6 mét 1oi : ¢« Mét Dai bang » mudn cédm’
trai & cdnh Podng Lira Idc ndo thi lai, Téi dd néi rdi.

Thinh linh Kaghamisham d&ng ddy, vung tay chao
Sam r¢i bién vao rirng. Chang thanh nién ciing tré v trai,
suy nghi lung 1&m.
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K HI di k& cho cdc ban nghe cufc dam thoai v&i |
Kaghamisham, Sam thd that kh6ng hidu tén Da B3 6
nhirng dy dinh gi.

Ong gia Smith ciing nhan :

— Thét véy, khéng biét né mudn gi ? N6 da dodn
dugc digu gi ? Neu khong phéi vilong trd on thiing Sam
thi tai sao ty nhién né lai rdng rai nhir vy ? Canh dong
lra dy, t61 biét tir 18u. Tyi Da d6 cho noi d6 la thiéng
liéng. Ma tai sao né lai dem cho chdng ta mft cdch dé dang
nhe viy ?

Pai ta hdi:

— Cénh D¥ng Lira 46 12 cdi gi vy ?

— Hoggan d4d néi v&i Gng. Trén ﬂ.‘if:-l khu ménh mbng
vira ddt vira dd ¢d nhing ngon lira boc 12n, Bi ngang qoa

dwee, nhueng tdt nhién 12 th€-nho ciing chdy da ! Nguol
ta el tudng lim ring tui Da dd s¢ canh dong dy ldm.
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Ninrng khong. Tir hdi ndo t&i nay, tyi né quen roi. Ching
trdmg trong 12 linh hdn cde chign si anh hing 43 dot
cénh dﬁng dy, c6 vAy thoi. That ky di.

Dai téd néit

— K3 di ! Nhung c6 diéu nay la chdng d3 cho phép
ta lai cAm trai th di lgi &6 chc khong sao. Tdi mudn lgi
coi. Anh Sam theo t8i nhé ?

— Da.

Céu chu}en ngirng & ddy.

-
* #

Mic ql’c'l‘u véng Sam, ho vin [3m viée. ﬁng ddda xufn,
téi 231 thuée. Pai td mudn ddo mot gi€ng khic céch noi
&6 vat thuéc, nhung 6ng Smith nhdt dinh ti#p tyuc d2o cho
. t&i khi ndo khéng xudng duge nia méi thoi.

Ma 8ng dd ciing da gin xung hét céi han cla né rbi.
Pai té nghi dng chi xudng duwec chirng mudi thudce nia,
nfu khéng thdy diu, tht sé dao gifng khdc ; nhw vy bng
Smith s& khéng cin nhin. Bdt qué Dai t4 chi cdn phii dgi
V&i ngay nfra |2 ci‘mg

Hém sau, khi moi ngudi khc'n sy, dai té hin tnré'c
khi d30 gigng méi, dng phii di thim cdnh Déng Lia.

Ong gia Smith phét gi4n :

- Ong" hdy am xong c6ng viéc dwong lam di da
nao !

— Thi chinh viy. Khi khéng xudng nira, s& phai
a8 chd truée khi reri di noi khéc, 181 mudn bitt cﬁnh
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Péng L;Tra ra sao. Viy cde bgn lam vige di va mau mau
mdt chdt nhé.

V& cdi mady lai déu deu, khéng ngirng, kéu : ldc céc,
l&c cdc... -

T&i trira, 6ng gia ddi nghl,

Dai td dép, giong ciu nhau:

— Ong di #n i, & t6i quay cho. Ong khong thdy
ring ¥n ubng mit thi gid qud ur ?

o Ong muBn lam sao mic 6ng. Nhung 6ng bidt rbi
chit, khéng an ubng dang hoing thi s& dau, phii nghi, va
ahwr vy méi mau dir da!

— Ong v&#&ndi, bdo cd6 Marjorie d8 phén t6i. Khi
Ong ra t6i sé vé.

Bira d6, ai ndy déu %n véi dE ra thay phién dai td.
Khi hai cha con anh Sam téi mdy, giuc dai td vé #&n, thi
thdy luoi dao xu8ng téi 232 thude rudi.

Dai t4 di rdi, Ong gid chu nhiu ;

— Ong dién : mét minh ma lam gdp hai ngudi khéc.
Cér cdi da €y thichiu lau sao nbi ? Théi, chdng ta bét tay
vao viée di.

Ong gi2 quay méy. Sam cho m& vao cde banh xe c6
ring réi lai giiip cha. |

Néng nhw thiéu. Hoggan va Kent chua ra. Bubi sdng,
bj Pai td thic gige, ho d3 ghng qud sirc ctia ho va phdi
nghl ngoi mét lGc 751 méi ra thay hai con chang Sam duge.

Ong gia quen ning nhoc tir hdi nhd, lam dua véi
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con ; nhung dit b¥n sirc va chiju khé t6i dau thd 6ng cing
phéi thua chang trai tré vd dva cdn quay cho Sam.

Ong thfy dau thét ngang lung. MY héi ré giot, &
trdn 8y nhirng byi x4m. Trong khi 6ng dua . tay do lén
lau m& héi mit, Sam quay méy va thiy mdy xudng nhe
hon thuing ngay, dé dang ldm, nhr gip ddt meém viy.

Chang ngd d6 chi 12 mét do twdng, nén khéng cho
cha hay. Ong gia cim binh ruvgu tu. Thinh linh méy quay
nhe hdng. Sam ngirng lai.

Cé cdi gi hur ching ?

Chang di vdng quanh xem x¢ét ; khong cé chi la hét.

Chang lai ti€p tyc quay.

Khéng. Khoéng phdi chang mé ngl ma | Ro rang
khong cédn quay ma lu@i ddo ciing xudng. Chang kéu :

— Ba !

Ong gia 1am thinh, khéng ngodnh lai.

Chang lai viin mdy, cdn quay ty nhién quay ba bdn
vong.

Chang nghi:

— Chic ludi dao giy réi.

Chang xem xét miy mét ldn nira.

Thi la chuwa ! C6 mii bing phin ndng njc & dudi
giéng dwa lén. Chang cli xudng d@ hit. Mét ludng hoi d6c
phi vao mit chang, chang vira 1di lai mdt buwde thi mét
thét nuéc den vi nhdn vot lén khdi mit dat.

Chang kéu vang lén.

-— D%u ! Diu ! Ba ! Dau !
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OHE-EW ngodnh [ai, s¢ con 6ng thinh linh héa dién.
Nhung éng ciing lhﬂ':,_r mot tia nude & gi€ng dwa 1én, thinh
mdt suSi nhd, tran trén myt ddt va m do het i cdc bint
Xe cO rang.

Ong kéu thdt thanh :

— Diu lival

Oui 13 diu lza. Nhung ho di mong lau qua, da ging
sirc, hy sinh nhiéu qué, cho nén lin ndy thfy két qui, ho
ngac nhién t&i ndi khong tin 12 ddu lira that.

Ong gia v8c diu duong chdy thanh sudi r5i dua
hai tay lén mai ngli. Mit 6ng sdng lén mét cich ky dj,
cdon Sam thi cdm dong qué, tdi mit di, ldo ddo, tim dip
thinh thinh.

— Phai cho Pai td hay.

Nhung mit chang khéng the r&i vong diu dvoeng
lcang trén mat dét.

Ong gia ném tay 4o chang, ldc mgnh, la ;

~— Chgy vé cho Dai td hay.

Lic#y chang méi nhu tinh mfng, dép :

~— Con di ddy.

Chang vira chay vira géo :

— Dai td | Diu ! Chlng ta ¢4 thing. Dai t4 lgi cois
mau | Dau dwong chidy.

Ong Drake miéng duong nhai, Hoggan, Marjorie va
Kent, ci b8n ngudi cing hién ra & byc cira.

Marjorie lam ra vé ty chd duge, hdi ;

~— Anh dién sao d6?
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Nbung Sam khadng ddp, chl kéu, mot tay chl v&
phin méiy.

-— D3u | Diu ! Diu !

Roi thinh linh mgi ngudi déudam bd chay,

Biy gidr diu manh mé phun 18n, thicoh vdi ¢6 tua

Ong gid la: |

— Coi @6 1 Coi 6 !

Vi khong néi thém dwgec mft ti€ng ado nika,

Ai nfy d&u ngé f:rﬁn tr4n vdi diu. Pai té ciing lam.
lai cir chl cha Ong Smith mi khang ng¥ : 8og lai nhing
hai ban lay vao diu, d‘&a léri hit, ném nira, réi néi, :

~— Qui A diu !

Hoggan va Kent dtng tro nhue khic g8 truéce cénh
tegng cdm dong dy. Marjorie mirng qud, rung rung nude
mét.

Pai td d& chiec nén 16n duong doi, néi :

— D& nén chao di céc ban. Cac ban duong dGng
trirée mot ky quan cia vt try. Thugng d€ cho chirg ta
dugc cal vinh dy hi€n cho th€ gifi sy phat minh nay, né
s& 1am cho nhén loai sung swéng hon,

Ai nfy cim d6ng vang 101 Ong.

Marjorie lal gin Sam néi :

— Anh Samn, em da bdt cbng véi anh, Xét ki thi
chinh nhi» anh ma Pai td d8 thanh cong. V& em c6 16i
khi em ché nhao Dai td vi anh vi hai ngudi c6 cao vong
muén x4o trén thél'gié'i. Anh tha tht cho em ¢hd 7

Sam mim cudi, m&p may mdi ahe mudn ddp, nhung
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khéng th8t dwge i nio h&t. Chang ciing thdy mudn khéc
ma khéng sao nén duge, cé cdi gi 1am nghet ci cb va tim
chang.

Nang ben ti€n sdt, kidng chdn hén lén méd chang rdi
chay tlrﬁn, lam cho «Mit Dai bang» vui suéng t6i dé mit,
tia tai, .

Trong lite dy, Hoggan qua phit ngac-nhién rdi lai mdy,
quay vai vong, |

D&u, tir trwréc khéng 1én cao mdy, bBng .manh mé vot

“1&n trdi, thainh mat cdy diu cao téi pim thwée, ai ndy
 vBi vang [ui'lai. | |

Dai td hét : :

— Mang thing lai. ! Bédt k9 cdi gi ] Chira cho d3y
hét di. |

Ho chay tdn loan khdp phia. Kent vd Hoggan chay
cd vao lang ki€m thiing ton-nd d& chia th ddu qui bau
dy. Chim mét gidy 1A mdt m6t s8 diu; nhung Pai td
khBng cliin, 6ng chl nghitéi mé6t diéu 13 6ng d& thanh
cbng va éng say mé ngim sy thing trdn cla 6ng. -

Tin t&c ddn khip Iing, mau mét cich lg lung. Tir
tru6c din ling khéng sao doén duwge tui ¢ la mit ¥ t6i
day 1am gi. Nhung khi ho hay ring Dai td va ben cha Ong
da lam cho d3u l&ra vot tir duéi ddt lén, thé ddu ma ho ¢ir
twdng riing chi ¢6 & trén dong sudi ddiu vi trén mit ho
Erié théi, thi ho hoan hé nhiét ligt.

T4t phién 12 khéng ai dodn dugc sy phit minh dy
sé ich lgi ra sao. Ho chua thfy nhang cdy dén diu ma
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durgc sy Kier da bdn & Pittsbusgh. Ho ciing khéng thdy
cidy den cia IHoggan da ché. Macé thdy thi ho cing khdng
dodn dwoe thir d2n Zy ich lgira sao. Ho quen sBng doi
cue khd ghe gom & giva rirng, trong mgt canh. hoang vu,
cho nén yén phdn, c6 cdi gi thi dung céi d6, khong bao git/
nghiring d&i sBngcd thE dé chiu hon duge nira.

Nhung ho thdy mic ddu by vai ké phl bang. Dai ta da
. ha duoc tén du cdn John River, bdy gitr 1ai m&i c6 mét
cbng nghiép 16n lao niva, thi ha coi 6ng nhu mat vi nhin
lién, |

Bira 4y, Marjorie n#u nhirng modn thit ngon d& #n
mirng sir thinh céng. Trong khi ho duwong #n thi doan dai
bitu hang hdi ctia din lang t&i. Bon ngudi nay mudn xem
vdi diu ltra & duéi kel d4 vot 1én va cdi mdy ky di 48 dao
sdu trong long trdl dit, '

Ong Drake vui v& chi cho hg va giing gidi thém. Ong
noi ;

— Thua céc 6ng, téi khéng ddm ty khoe, nhwng tdi
tin chic r¥ng sy phdt minh niy s& [Am chox( s& cla cdc
éng phong phda.

Ong @i kigm cho céy den do Hoggan ché tao, 48t 1én,
chl cho ho thdy 4dnh sdng ryc r& cla nd, réi 8ng nét 1én :

— D6, ddu ding dwge vao vide dy. Tt c¢d nhin loai
tir nay sé c6 nhitng ngon den cyc sdng va doi sé thugn
tién hon, nhd nhing mod diu & dwdi dit [Ang Titusville
nay. Toi chira néi té&i nhiang phdt minh khde do phdt minh
nay mi co. Cdc ngudri Da d6. cing nhy cic 6ng, tuwdng
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diu nay 'a mt vi thudc tri b4 chérng. Cé the nhu vay dugrc,
nhung ciing ¢6 thE ring cde nha bdc hoc sé loc cho né trong
hon va lam thanh mét chdl gidp cho nlidn loai dwge nhi¥u

vife 16m lao. Cde ban ! Chéng ta nén cdm on Thugag DE
da cho ta thdy ngay hém nay.
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CHUONG I

CO MOT THUI NGUOT TA
CUONG NHIET BI BAI VANG

VAI ngay sau Pai td rdt ldng ‘tﬁﬂg. Diu ctr do
migng gi€ng phun lén hodi ma dd d¥y cad ngan thing du
thér 44 c&, x€p chit cd nha v chung quanh nhd, lai phii
cdt thém mdt cdi kho nira d% che nhitng thing khoéng cé
nip. |

‘Ong da o6 shing dy dinh la ling nhit, hy vong xdo
trdn the gidi. C6 the dwoc lim. Nhung 12m sao cho thién
ha bigt dugce syr phdt minhcda éng ich lgi ra sao ?

Che nhiing ca3y d#n nhur duge sw Kier; r8i d€& khéi
véi van qubcddt den biing diu l&aw ? Nhe viy ciin nhiu
vdn lim, Ma Dai td khong cdn mdt xu ; ching nhirng
vdy, cbdn thi€u ti¥n cdng clia Sam nira ma ching niy thi
dvong mo mng nhitng déng vang. '
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Pid ddnh chang khong nghi t6i s8 vai M§ kim
ma Bgitd cdn thidu ching ; s8 dy c6 thdm vao d&u, so
v&i sin nghiép vi dai ma Pai t4 da hira ? By gir ching
sapc6é sin nghigp &y vi Dai 14 da khéng I%m, kiém ra
dugc ddu lira ma khip th¢ gi¢i dwong cin diang Nhung
lam sao cho c6 nhifu ngudi biét mi mua ? Pai c6 cim
twudng nhu minh ty lira d8i minh vi lira d8i chang, 13m
cho chang thdt vong nira, cho nén 8ng budn riu.

Céc bgn 6ng thdy ngay sy thay dbi €y. Ong Smith
gan hoi, Pai td cdm dfng, cbi long véi Ong.

Ong Smith suy nghi sudt mét ngay, khéng hd rdng
véi Sam va cd Marjorie nita v& ndi lo cha dai td, nhung
dén t8i, doi lac ving ngudi, dng néi véi 6ng Drake :

~— Cach dfy non mu¥i nim, téi d@ dugc biét mot
cdnh thién ha cudng nhiét di ddi vang. Chic éng cdon nhé
va tbi khdi phdi nhic lai cubc mao hibm la ling 4y ché.

— T6i cdn nhé, nhung O6ng cfr chl bdo cho.

— D6 1a t&t cA dori cha Johann Suter (1), vi Hoang
d€ California. |

— T6i biét 6ng ta. Ong ta méi mét. C4 hdi gidu nhdt
the gi6i ma rbi khi gin chet, phii di &n miy truéc cira
nha thy Cyu Kim Son (2).

— T6i chi bidt doan d%u vi doan ghn cubi clu _ﬂhu}’#ﬂ
ctia 6ng 4y. Ong ta gip nhizng ngudi di sén & mi€n tdy

(1) Chuyén niy cung rit ly Ly, Blaise Cendrars &5 chép lai, nfu cb dip
ching toi s di:h ‘ | -
(2) Tii’“ﬂ' M# la San Franciscos Chinh v} tai 46 c@ mo ving, = ng

ai khai phi nira, cho néa méi cb tén Cyu Kim Sea:
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ve. Hét thdy ho d%u k& ring & bén kia dity ndi 14p ldnh,
c6 mot-canh Thién dudng : ddt phi nhiéu ngodi stre ludng
tegng. Lia khong trong cling moc, trdi cy thi l&n dj
thedng, Ong ben "tim dudng téi mitn gy vi kifm duge
18i ¢ Pai dao » Qui nhw [&i thign ha d6n, khéng c¢6 miln
ndo & .rén dia ciu ndy mi phi nhieu bling. Ong tr& ve
nha, muén hét thiy nhirng k& v6 ngh® nghiép vd bon Da
46 rdi dwa ho qua California. Ong kiéa nhin lam vige,
cye nhoc trong vai nim, thanh ngudi gidu nhit thé gid
Méi diu ngevi ta g@i 6ng 1a dgi Gy Suter, sau goi 13 dai
tiréng Suter. Chinh phi ky gidy cho phép 6ng khai pha
mitn v, Moi viée ti€n hanh khd quan va 6ng tinh dua veg
& tai qué hwong 6ng, bén Thyy Si, lai d6 & thi mot Lém,
mdt ngudi & cda 8ng thdy duéi ldng s8ng Sacramento ¢é
mdt cuc ving thién nhién. Lic dy ngudi ta m&i hay sbng
¢6 vang. That nhu trong mft chuyén thidn tién. Ngudi
ta bd hét ci rubng nuong, cdng vige d¥ dai cit md vang,
mic diu Suter nghiém cfm. Thé 1a c2 Suter lin nhing
ngudri- 1am viée véi 6ng dsu sat nghiép vi ho ki€m duwgc
it vang qud, khong &0 sGng. Tyl khin hoang t&i d6t trai
cda Suter 48 cuép nhitng khu d4t ¢6 vang. Ong danh duva
don kign, nhung nhitng vy nhu vy kéo dai h&t nim nay
‘dn nim khéc, sau Ong phdi di ¥n may va chét trong cénh
co han.

Pai td hdi

— Vay dng mudn khuyén t6i didu chi ?

— Téi bidt thém ring khi ngudi ta thdy x& Califor.
nie c6 vang thi ngudi ta @B x6 nhau lgi. Vinh Cyu Kim
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Son chét nhitng tau tir moi x& té&i ma thiy thd thi trén
he&t, Tau vira ghé bén,  khi mdt thiy thi hay tin c¢6 md
ving, loan bdo cho ban b2 hay, tirc thi ho f;ﬁn lén bo
hét. Khéng day sdu thdng ¢d hai ngadn chic thu véng
tanh d3u diy trong vinh. Tau ndo t&i sau danh phéi bd
neo ¢& ngoai xa r6i ngudi ta chuyén qua nhing tdu khdc
bd khéng d& v6 bv. Sau ndy nhang tau dy ding d& cdt
chiu thanh Cyu-Kim-Son : phai, cit bling vdn, gb ldy &
duéi tau. Viy ta thidy hsi gy dd cdc hang ngudi, dd cdc
gidng ngudri 45 x6 nhau v& mién Californie ra sao. Nguwdi
ta phai d#t v0i nhitu dao lufit so sai va ldp cde tda dnvi
cé nhi®u vy gi€t ngudi qud : ho xdm chim ddt cia
ngudi hing xém, hy vong kiéin dwge nhidu vang hon
trong khu d4t clia minh, Cho nén phaidit 18 rling k& no
chigém ddt va di khai bdo trwéc nhét thi sé duge lam chi
miéng ddt. (Vi vay nguwdi  ta méi goi nhirng ddt 4y la
¢ claim » do déng itr reclaim la kéu ndi, yéu c&u mi ra)
Viy, thwa dai ta, t6i nghi rling sy phdt minh cla dai téd
ciing s& 1am cho m#t 80 cdn bad cia x3 hoi da lai Titusvi-
lle nay nhw h8i trieéc da da lai Californie. Cho nén viéc
thir nhat md éng phdi ladm, d8 sau nay khdi bi ngudi ta
cudp cong khé nhocclia dng, 12 xin phép chinh phi khai
phé khu &4t trén bd Sudi DXu ndy. Vi 6ng, 6ng kiém ra
duoc didu lira mic dBu, sau nay vlncé ké bdt lwong tém
him hai, lira gat éng d% cuép giut cha 8ng. Ong da bigt
ring & mign ndy, mang con nguii ré lam.

— Ong néi that chi 1y. Vay téi phdi kfp'di-Pittsh:-
rgh lam t& khai néi duge. Nhung t6i con ngai Lyi Da do,
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chiing s2 nghi ra sao ? Ching ¢6 d2 yéncho t6i & trén
bd Sudi Diu nay khong ?
— Tai sao lai khéng |

Dai t4 ngbi mdt hdi ldu, vé mo mang, sau clng Ong
néi ; ) | .

— T8i nhé& Ivi cha Kaghamisham néi v& cénh
Péng Lira. '

~— Thi sao ?

— T8i da tinh lai noi 46 coi, Ngay mai t6i s& di véi
~ anh Sam. Cé didu gi khé hiku trong chuyén &y, Ong thiy
khodng ?

— Chic chin viy ma thing Sam sé vui ldng di véi
éng. |

¥
B B

Pai 14 vh Samtél cdnh Ddng Lia vido gita trua. Ho
¢6 thd ng& 1a m@t 4o Anh, Hing trim ngan ma troi chay
gi¥n trén mit ddt, &oh sdng md m¥ vi bj nhft quang ét

di, khéng cdn 1€p lénh trén n¥n trdi bing nhung den cla
ban dém.

Nhirng énh séng fy, néi cho dting, nhitng ngon lira
€y, chap chdn, tht i bang lai, Dai td méidéu cho Ia
‘nhitng ma troi. Ong say meé ngém cinh c6 phlin hiing vi
fy vi 6ng v8n yéu tdt cA nhitng cdi la ling clia Héa
e¢dng. Hai ngudi ngfm chén r3i di v8. Sép t&i khu rirng
thi dgi té suy nght : |

~ Ma troila cdi gt ?

R8i 6ng ngirng buébe,
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Sam héi :

— Pagi td cb diku chivay ? -

— Téi 1a modt thing ngu.

Sam ngac nhién ohin ban d5ng hanh.

— Phai. That 1A gid mi ngu. Anh biét & d8u cé ma
troi khdng 7

— Da, tbi biﬁt. O trén bii tha ma vatrén mit ao ti.

— Va anh bigt ma troi do ddu ma ¢ khéng 7

— Khéng.

— L2 do hoi. Thay ma théi ndt ra, thanh hoi be
1én. C& théi duéi ao ti ciing sinh ra nhing hoi bit lira
dwge. Viy ma troi 12 mdt thi hoi chdy trén mat 84,

Sam nghi ngd' :

~— Nhung lam sao thiy ma chdn duéi sfu ma lai
blc hoilén mit dde dwoc ?

— C6 gidau, em. Hoi d6 len 16i qua nhetng lép
ddt, héa ratrong sach honr, rdi t&i mit ddt, gip nhiét 49
cao hon, cho nén chéy.

— Vay Paitd cho rling cdnh Ddng Lira truée kia 12
mot bdi tha ma Da 437 C6 tht duge. Nhung tyi Cherakee

sOng & day tir ldu khéng c6 tyc chdn ngudi chét. Chiing
ldy da thd boc xdc ngudri r8i dit trén moét mdm d4, cho
mit trivi lam khé dét thay ma lai.

Dai td ca cudi !

— D& t6i giang thém che, chju khé nghe ky : t8i
khéng tin cinh PGng Lira hdi xwa 12 m6t bai tha ma Da
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d6, vinhigu I&¢ ma 1e thé nhdt 13 cdnh dbng ménh méng.
Da dd chgt ddu ma nhi¢u qud nhe viy duge, triv phi ho
ding noi d6 lam bditha ma tir d¥i thugng ¢ téi nay thi
khdng k& Nhing di vy nira thi ciing cdn & the nhi 12
nhitng thdy dy chén liu qud, chl edn xwong tdt nhién
khong cdn bdc hoi lau duge niva.

— Ding theé.

— Vay hoi d6 tie 12 hoi diu 1¥a. Khéng phﬁl thicté
chit d&u téi di,

Sam la :
— Ciing d&u lira nira |

— Chinh v8y ma lép diu l&a & dﬁy gén mit 4t
hon & bd Sudi Diu nhidu.

— Biét bao nhiéu cta chi I
Pai td phd 1&n cudi.
— Ciia cdi 4y v& em d6. Kaghamisham & bigu em r8i,

T6i s& di Pittsburgh 4B xin phép cho em khai ‘théc khy
nay va khi t8i tr& vE...

— Khi trd vE? | |
- Khi t8i tr& v& thi em s& cw6i Marjorie,
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NHU'NG SU’ NGAC NHIEN
CUA BAI TA

TREN con dudng tir Pittsburgh té&i Titusville,
dai t4, ludn ludn ¢6 Hoggan vd Kent theo sau— vi mi¥n
dy vdn cdn nguy hitm— suy nghi vE&sy ngac nhién thi
rhit clta dug & Pittsburgh. Viec x3y ra tai d6 dédng lam
cho éc tudng tegng phong phii clia éng bi kich thich téi
tin biy gid. |

Khi 8ng méi téi chiu thanh 16n dy, 8ng nhan thdy
ngay ring kiBu den clia dwge s Kier thinh hanh dic biét.
Ngudi nao ciing mubn cé mit cly nhw viy. Ky nghe lam
den that1a phdn thinh va dwee s bén dXu chay hon héi
truwée nhigu 18m, h6i ma ngchi ding né 1am pheong thude
tri bd ching.

Thiy v8y. dgitd rde hing hdi. Mdy hém trirde, dng
thit vong Lkhong biét Iam sao cho thién ha thdy nhirng
ich lgi clia sy phdt minh ciia 6ng. Bay git thi 6ng khai lo
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nita. Ong di c6 chirng ¢6 ring cong viéc clia 6ng khong
phédi 13 v6 ich.

. Khi moi ngudi d8u c6 kidu den gy thi thign ha cin
bigt bao nhiéu 12 dfu ! Diu trong giéng via cdn phun ién,
¢ lé con lan méi can, nhung bidy nhiéu chic ciing chua
dt 1am thoa mén nhirng sy ddi hdi cha khip nim chau. M2
s0 ddu dy trir cla duge su Kier thi 3 gin k€t Cho nén
&ng tran tr€ hy vong, xin chinh phi cho éng 1dm chil giéng
d&u &ng da dao va cho Sam quyEn khai thédc cdnh Dong Liva. .

Ong nhé lai nhirng nyu cudi ch€ nhao, mla mai cda
cdc nha chic trdch, khi 6ng lai khai bdo véi hg. Nhung
ho khéng lam khé 6ng chiit nio hét, dngduge vira ¥ lién.

Céde cbng chirc ¢b bdn phén ghi vé sb nhing t& khai
ctia Ong bdo nhau:

— Thing cha d6 khiing, nhung khong phai hang dién
dit ton,nguy him, N6 xin céi gi thi cho phit di, ¢6 hai
gi cho ai déu !

V2 moi vide thu x&p xong ngay,

Pidu madaitd khéng biét 1a John River t&i Pittsburgh
vii ngldy truée Ong. Y da quén tir ldu vy gdy Ign vét Ong.
Ong di thudng tién con ngya cho y ; sau, Hoggan trd
ngua lai md 6ng cling réng rai, khong ddi lgi s8 tién, Cho
nén y hét thh odn éng. Henn@a, y ciing nhw phimg dén
khde trong lang, th¥y dai td thanh céng ma coi 8ng la
mét vi anh hing va cho ring 6ng da [am vé vang cho
x& s& cua ho. Al cang duge My vich dy d6 va y dinh
khoe !a ban thin cla Edwin Drake,

htto’//sachxua. thuvienso info



8f MAT DAU LUA 133

Y ¢6 viéc gép phai ra Pittsburgh, nhwng hang ngudi
nhur y, chwa té&i tinh la lo v6 la-ciatrong cde quén rwqu
lign, cho nén y quen hét thiy nhitng ngudri khin hoang.
Bon nay, treéc khi vE mi¥n tdy, thudng lai tiru quédn dé
nhiu nhet tiéu sfu. Nhibu khi ho gdy 1gn véi nhau ;dan
dege mua dB sén hurou nai thi ho dem dung d& ha sdt nhirng-
ban gip g& trén doan dudrng phiéu lwu clia he.

River rdt 45i ngac nhién, Y tuéng danh dai té it
nhat ciing duwge vang ling nhe danh ctia Tbng thdng Hué
ki, nhung khi néidén tén 6ng thiching ma ndo biét heét.

Gidu kin ndi budn bye, thdt vong,y néi:

— A, céc ban khéng bidt tén Edwin Drake u ? R&i
ddy, cdc ban s& dwge nghe (én dy. Tai Titusville, noi
t6i &, ngudi 1a néi con ngudi d6 sé lam x40 trjn cd thé
giéi nhyr mot sy phdt minh méi kiém dwgre.

— Y di phdt minh cdi gi, con qudi vit 46 ?

— Péu!

— Hir | D8u ;

Ngor gi ! Diu ! Quy bdu gi tht 4y d8i véi tyi hit
chim ndy | Nhung tin fy ciing lan ra khdp tinh. Ngubdita
ty nhd : kiém duge ddu v ? t8t 18m ! Nhitng cdy den cta
duoe sw Kicr thjt tién lgi maong ta gin hét ddu béan réi.
Khi nha n2o cing c6 dén, thi phdi tim duge nhigu diu,
néu khéng den sé héa ra v6 ich.

John River vin ti€p tue laim quing cdo khéng cong
cho dai t4.
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— Ong Drake da lam cho ddu vot tir dudi dét lén.
Phii. Chinh mét t6i & tr6ng thdy vdi diu phun én cao
l&:n 8 chdy xudng thanh m6t dong sudi & trén 'dit. Mot
dong sudi khong bac giv can. N6 chdy sudt ngay sudt
dém. Khitoi di, né vén cdn chiy,

Va moi ngudi ty hdi : « That vay khong ? »
T &
»

Pai td vira di vira- suy nghi ; 6ng vin chua hét
ngac nhién.

Hoggan di trwéc d& din dwong, thinh thodng thdy
v8t cha nhigu chd cim trai va d8t ltra. C6 tirng bon>
nhiu ngudi hoc it, da ngirng lai & nhirng noi Ky, in,
ngl réi lai tiép tyc di.

Pai td no1 :

— Chiing ta ¢6 vé di theo g6t mét bon di cu. Ho di
ddu vdy 7 C6 chuyénchi vay 7

— Thua dai t4, hinh nhu ho cing di vE& phia Titusv-
ille. T6i ddm c4 riing khi ching ta v& téi noi thi Titusville
khéng con 13 mét lang nhd nira ma d4 thanh m{t do thi
én. '

~~ Ho téi Titusville lam gi vy ?

Nhung dai 14 v8n thiing thing di,Von tdo bao va cd taj
mao hidm, 6ng méi hoai bdo nhitu dy.dinh khic, Ong d3a
khéng nghi t&i giéng diu & bén by Sudi D¥u naa. Ong da
dodn ding ring noi dy ¢6 diu. Ong ty nhi & nhing noy
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khéc, nhe niign Texas, mién Oklahoma ching han, c6 I
~ cing cé ddu va dng tinh d€n nhiang midn dy d& tim thi.
Ong chi dua tay ra la hét duwoc tién, nhung Ong cb

clin gi cla cai, Ong 13 mot nha phat minh, 6ng lam '“@ﬂ
khéng vi tién.

Ho di sudt dém va sdng sém téi Titusville, ho ngac
nhién thdy cdnh chung quanh lang ndo nhiét la thudng.

Trong ¢6 it thing ma dan s6 ting lén vi dai. Pai td
hoi lo léng bio :

~— VE ngay nha 6ng Smith xem sao.

Ong gia, Marjorie vA Sam duwong ngéi véi nhaul. vé
mit a rd ; nhung ho twoi tinh hin lén khi dai td buéc
chin vé,

Ong hdi :

— Tr&i oi! Cé chuyén gi viay ? Méi cdch khéng day
ba lhﬁng ma cdi lang d& sOng d& chét nay dd bién thanh
mdt nha may.lén réi.

Ong gia dép : |

—— f}ng dd néi sé im xdo trdn ci thé gidi. Ong da
thash cbng mét phin r6i ddy. Ong d3 lam xdo trén lang
Titusville ndy truée hét. Ong théy khéng ?

Pai td gai ciim, suy ngh‘[ :

— N&u tbi khéng l&m thl ho lgl ddy d& kitm ddu phai
khong ?

— Phidi. ngdy ndo 1an séng ngudi ciing cubn cudn
t&i, bat tuy8t. Pl cdc hang ngudi ma ho chiing higu chit
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gi hét. Nhur 6ng, o6ng biét rlng phdi dio sdu méi
duge, cdn ho thicé ké mang leng va cudctéi ddy, hy vong
thanh cong véi nhirng dyung cy thd so dy.

Ai ndy yén ling mot hoi lau. Ong gﬁ.‘t budn byc lim
ngirng ddu lén néi :

— Toan la quin vb6 lai, 6 ducbn, cuép dydrng, trai
tér chiéng, giang hd. D6, sy phit minh clia Pai td da loi
kéo nhirng quin nhu viy lai déy.

Ong Drake hiku giqng.trﬁch méc Hy, dép :

— Ai cho ho hay sy phét minh cta t8i vdy ? N&u quén
d6 vb lai thi phai cho ching biét phép tdc chir ? T6i da
tri dwgc nhirng d6 du c6n hon viy ntra.

Marjorie cudi lén mla mai :

— Thua Pai t4 tyi n6 déng 1&m. Dai té lam gi dwee
ho ? Lai thém dén lang dwong db quau v&i Dai td. Ho
phin khdng, néi n&u Pai td khéng dao duqn; diu l&ra, thi
Titusville c6 ddu thanh sdo huyét cia tyi &n cuép nhu bay
gidr.

Pai t4 liing tang mot ldc, nhin hét ngudi ng t&i ngudri
!ua. -agé Hoggan va Kent mft hdi ldu r8i ndi :

— Téidacby muén b gigng ddu d6 lai cho ba con,
con toi, t6i s& &i v& mién Oklahoma véi hai bgn tring tin
cta t6i. Nhur vdy phii hon. Nhung viai cing dd 16i cho
t6i hét, ai ciing bd 16i hét, thi cang hay, 18i sé & Ilai day,
dwong ddu véi tdt c¢d nhing ké dién.

R6i 6ng ngé Sam.

Chang cdm dgng qud gipng run run :
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— Thua dai td, ndu 6ng di Oklahoma thi t6i quyﬁt -
di theo 6ng.

Dai ta mim curdvi :

— Th# cdn sin nghiép ctia em ? Cdn § trung nhén cia
em ? Chinh phd di cho phépem lam chii cdnh Dbng Liras
chéng the day. Chiu khé dao di va sé thdy diu. Em va
Marjorie s2 giau.

Ong Smith hdi :

— Dao gior ong di ?

— T0i khéng di. Téi cin phdi mé& mit cho din
- Titusville nay va cho tyi v6 lai md 6ng néi vio khudn
phép da.

C}n_g gid khin khoin :

— Di noi khic thi hon. Néu 6ng chiu, thi ching ta
thu x€p haoh 1y ngay tir bay gid.

— Ong gia nay noi cdi gi vay ? Ong duﬁl téi di khoi
nha 6ng, phai khang ? :

Ong Smith nhin vai, giong bmh tinh :

. —Ong vé I§ qud. Téi bdo ¢ ching ta thu x&p hanh
I§ » md. Néu ong di thi ching téi ciing di véi 6ng. Phii
viy khéng, Marjorie ¢ Phéi vy khong Sam ?

— Toi hibu r8i ; ba con so ma | So din lang nay haj
ba con ma !

Ong gia thinh 1i1'!l1 ndi gian, la:

— Lido ma sg ai thi trbi dénh lio &i! May phude
cho 6ng, éng 1a ban cda l3o vi duge lao mén, chir khéng
thi Smith ndy di lam cho éng khérg ddm hé hé, néi can
néi by nira roi.
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— Théi, xin 6ng, dirng quau n&a, Téi khéng mudn
6ng vi t6i ma phdi bé nha bd cira ddu. San nghigp cba anh
Sam & ddy. Néu c& theo tdima lang thang sudt doi nhu
con lac da qua sa mge thi lam sao khd dugce? Gir con
éng & lai, cudi vg' cho anh &y va cir ti€p tyc vui v& sdng.

V& phia lang, ving vang c6 ti€ng 6n 30. Hoggan ding -
gén cira sb nhdt, ngd ngudi ra ngoai ngé. |

Tinh v&n thin nhién, chang khong thdy gi ddng lo,
quay mit vao, binh tinh néi :

— Neu t&i khéng 13m thi ddn chdng bidu tinh &4 ddo
chiing ta, €6 khoang trim ngudi cim khi gi6i tign vE day.

Ong gia lai cira sb :

-— Didng vdy. Tyi ho bay tin 6ng dd vé, mudn trd
thit 6ng vi sy phdl minh cla 6ng,

‘Hat td néi: |

— D& coi. :

Tiéng la hé: mBi lic mot ghn. Dai td mudn ra ngoii,
da ti€n lai phia cira, nhwny 6ng Smith ndm tay do, kéo lai .

— Nhdt 14 dng, 6ng khong nén 16 m3t ra. Toi big
tui ho, dé t6i ndi véi ho.

Poéng thei éng ra higu cho Hogpan, Kent va Sam gi
chit lay Dai t4 tinh tinh nong nhw l¥a. RSi 6ng gia ra
dimmg & bye clra, binh tinh dei tui bigu tinh,
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LAI MOT THOT NGUOT TA
CUONG NHIET BI BAO MO DAU

é N G gia dd dodn ding. 13an lang nghe tin Dai t4
da v lai trd thd. Ho bdt binh vi tui v6 lai & ddu ty nhiéa
161 Titusville hy vong lam gidu va lam ::Imlhg thigt thai @
ngudi thi mit ngua, ngudi thl rudng nwdng bi phd phdch,
ké thi dbi‘b?ﬁi thudng vi s¢ ho bi ddnh dip, hoiic vi nhi
Cra bi cudp béc trong kii ho ving mat. Khong ai 12 khéng
kéu ca’ vé tui ngudi mé&itéi va ho cho ring Dai t4 chiu
trich nhiém v& hét thdy nhing sw phd phich gy.

“Khi bon ho téi truée clra, 6ng Smith dang hai cdnh
tay, ra hidu cho ho ngirng lai r6i néi :

— Téi dodn ring cdc ban mudn néi chuyén véi Pai
té, phii khong ?

Ho 6n &o trd 1&i cang mdt lic. Ong gii Lhﬁng nghe
thdy gi hét, bao ho :
®
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~ Céc anh em cling néi, 1am sao tdi nghe duwge ? Mt
ngudi thay mit. cic ban khédc r6i tidn 1én nao.
Ho ban tdn vé&i nhau, 30 a0 nhuw ong v& (8 r6i mit

thling tuéng cao &n, sGng sdu diit leng, sing trudrng trong
tay, ti¢n lén, néi :

— Chdng t6i bigt ring Dai td cla dng dd vE. C6 nhidu
ngudi thdly dng dy di véi nhitng k& thy ting cta 6ng ta.
Vi 6ng 4y ma nhitng ké la mit lai xdm chifm lang nay.
Céc cira tiém trdng rdng : khdéng cdn rugu d& ubng, thie
dd %n. D cdn thi gid ciing vot lén cao qud, khéng ai cé
tién mua ca vi tyi & chdu thanh lai diy, ning (di, vung
tién ra mua h&. Din lang ching 13i chi cdn céch chét déi
thoi, Ong gia cd, 6ng ciing thdy nhu chiing t6i ch& ? Néu
khéng ctu vén dwge tinh cinh dy thi sé& co cyc téi no.

— Véy anh em mubn gi?

—~ Mudn ring Pai td phai bdi thudrng ching 8i.

— Dai t4 khong cOn mft xu nao hét.

— N#u vay thi y phdi v8 khdm. Ching 16i laid® bity
— Néu dng dy khong chiu cho cdec anh em bt ?

—~ Chiiag 16i sé ding vd lyec.

-~ Va néu tdi cing gia dinh téi bénh vyc 6ng dy ?

-~ Thi 6ng va gia dinh Ong ciing bj chung mft so
phdn véi y. Nhung 61 cho hay truéc, n€u trong bon 16

¢6 Rgudri n2o chét hojc bj thwong thiching t6i sé treo b
¢d bon Ong.

Ong gik chuwa kip ddp, thi bj x6 bin ra xa vai thuée
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r0i Dai td hign ra, cirng cdi uy nghi, hai tay nfm hai ca;
sing sdu, mit sing ngdi hét:

— Ai mudn bAL 10i vA treo cb t6i ? Ai?

Qai phong 1dm liét qud d&n nbi nhirng ké lién thoing
nhdt, gidn d& nbdt cing phai im bat.

Nhung sy hodng h8t clia ho tiéu tan ngay va mt vai
ngudi biBu tich can dim lai. Co tidng la :

~— Bét 14y né ! Tém ldy né !

Khong néi nira 1, Dai (& thing thing 13t ¢d stng
lén, néi :

~~ Ké& nao tién mét buée thi bj mot vién dan vio so..
Hiéu khéng... Nghe day.

Ai ndy déu im ling. |

— Hét thay cdc ngudi d¥u hen nhit hojc ngu mudi.
Toi cho riing thdi d§ cha cic ngueri déu vira heén nhét vira
ngu mudi nita. Cdc ngudri phan nin ring bon la mat t6i
ddy w ? P46 ching phai 13 mét ddu hidu chir¥ng lang cla
cdc ngudi sdp thinh vegng v 7 Dt cla cde ngudi cé md
ddu, phong phi md cdc ngudi phan nan, ¢c6 phai 1a cde
ngudi dién khéng ? S¢ cAnh co cye w ? DAt c6 phuy ai dau ?
Ding 1€ cay khir khu mét cong bip, thl cde ngueri cy mudi
cong, trdm céng di, n€u khdng dd thi ngan céng di. Cic
ngutri néi : nhung ngay biy gid d4y tidm tap héa trong
tron, quin rwu cling viy. Nay téi bigu cho ma hay :d6
la co hoi tdt né bat bude cde ngudi lam gidu d46.

Ngudi thay midt bon bidu tinh lén ti€ng héi :

-~ Sao vy ?
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~— Thi cdc ngudri hop nhau lai thanh do2n ra Pitts-
burgh c#t hang vE diy ban lai cho tyi kigm diu lra. Céc
ngudi sé i v8 cing. Cdn nhing ngudi & nha thi cay
rudng.

Cé ké néi :

— Ho pha rirng cla ching t6i.

— Rirng v ? O d5u ma khong c6 rirng ? Chi cé tyi
Da dd mé&i ham rirng théi. Cic ngudi mudn ty vi vél
bon Moi r¢ sao ? Ho ddn cfy cda cdc ngudi, cdc nguaoi
ti€c clia thi sao khéng ding cdy &y ma cHt nha, c4t khich
san di nao. Tuyi ho & xa téi, cin c6 chd & tam trong vai
théng. K& ndo cé phong cho muén sé gidu 1én.

Khéng mét ngudri ddn nao trong lang nghi té&i dieu
dy hét. Mot ngudri ddp :

~— Néi véy cling phéi, nhung tyi v6 lai d6 lam loan
cd lang lén.

— I'hi gi@ gin trgt ty, Dit ra s& Céng an, lya ngudri
lam hiZn binh, ldp m&t binh d4i nho nhd. N€u cdc nguol
mudn, tdi s&8 cim d&u d9i quén &y va nh¥r Trdi phd hg,
téi c6 the thE vé&i cdc ngudi rling t6i sé 18p lai trat ty rit
mau,

Cé ké& la :

~— Pai td mubn nim |

Mgt ngudri khée gio :

— Pai td mubn nim |

R6i cd bon dbng thanh reo lén. Dar td khéng dung
gitéi hai cdy sGng sdu nira. Bon biku tinh mu8n kiéu éng
lén dé hoan h3, Ong tir chéi, goi Hoggan, Kent va Sam ;
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— Cdce anh di the-ﬁ t6i, coi cde ngudi ddo diu.

Hoggan va Kent mu8n deo séng trudrng lén vai. Ong
ngin cdn réi noéi °

— V6 ich. Cdc anh s& thdy tui ho khéng hung-dir
nhe nguodri ta néi ddu. Ph3i day cho hg cdch 1Am vide
khuyén bic ha. Khéng nén coi ho nhir k& thti ma nén dii
ho nhr nhitng ngudi c¢é cdng véi sy thinh vugng clia’
mién ndy. Ho ctang li nhing ngudi khin hoang nhu dén
lang vdy. Nhor ho ma Titusville sau ndy s& thanh mét 46
thi Ién, Nguoi cii va ngudri méi phdi hiku lin nhau, hda
hgp véi nhau. Khi ho bigt réng dwgce di lai thong tha trong
ling, khéng phdi mang theo sing Iyc hofic sing trudng
thi moi sir dirge yén hét.

Ba ngudi ra di.

Pai td lin lrgt vao thim hdt cde trai méi cdt cia
bon nguéi di tim diu. Gap ai 6ng cing khuy&n kbich ;
chl cho nguri nay ring ho khong biét lya chd, dao sé
khong téi 1ép ddu, cho nguoi khae hay ring ddu & cé
tram thude dudi mit d4t, ding leng v cubc thi sé thit bai.

Tui ho tir trede t&i nay bi dén lang de doa va hanh
hung, cho nén ngac nhién ldm khi ‘thfy Pai 14 t& t€ nhu
vdy. Gita ho v2 Dai td cé tinh thuong yéu chén thét lién.

Ngay qua thing lai. S8 ngudi tim diu té1 mdi ngay
mdt déng. Cé ngudi mang lai nhing tin tirc rdt méi
mé. Bdo chi Niu-Uéc thuit lai nhGng phdt minh
ky dj. MOt nguti da ché duge mgt hda 1o d8t big hoi
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d3u lra vk moi ngudi tin rling d¥i sfng sau niy s& nhd
s phdt minh 4y ma duwgc thém phiin tién nghi.

*
M ox

Mgt bubi sdng, mbt nguidri hbn hEn chay lai nha éng
Smith, ddi ggp mit Dai td. Dai td ra :

~— Cé6 gi viy ?

~— Thusa Pai td, t6i da ki€¢m dugce diu.

~ Hay lim ! |

— & ngay gin mét ddt dao khéng ddy 13 s
161 gidu rdi. |

Trong thdi gian €y, Sam vin tiép tyc ldy dBu &
giéng bén ber Sudi D¥u. Mot ngay kia chang s& lai dao
cdnh ‘Pbng Lira ; bdy gitvr thi. mot gi€ng d¢ cuug dd roi
m3 gidng ¢6 vé cdn l4u mdi can.

Chang sdp cuéi Marjorie. CA nha vui v&.

Pdng nhwr l¥i tién dodn cia Pai td, vdi nim sau
Titusville thanh mét d6 thj dep d& ¢6 sdu van dén cu.

C6 nhitu ngudi thdt vong, khéng kifm dwgc md
diu, thanh thir ddo gidng rbi bd. Nhung trdi lai, ciing c6
nhidu ngudi gy ndi mét sin nghiep 45 s§. Ca thé gidi
cin ding d2u léira. Nhirng k& tdo bgo hon, lai mi¥n Texas
va Californie d& ki€m diu. Hg cing thanh cOng ryc r&
khong ai ngd.

Sam v3 Marjorie d3 k&t hén véi nhau, 8ng gia Smith
dd quy tién, cdn Dai td dwge cdi vui nhitng thiy l&i tién
doan cia 6ng thyc banh hét, vi mit sau 6ng Smith it lau.
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Nhing ngudi gip vén rii, khéng kiém dwrge diu thi
lam céng cho nhirng ban may mén hon,

Pd danh rling khang khdi ¢6 it nhidu bi kich, nhung
thung long Sui Diu sau khi bi ngutri bdn phuwong lai phéd
rirng, ddo ddt, nhuv sau mdt tai bign ghé gém da duge
binh tinh. yén Bn tr& lai.

P& thi Titusville dep d&8 khéng cdn ndo nhiét nhu
hi xwa nza. Nguwdi ta edn nhé Dai td va d2 duyng mot

twong k¥ niém 6ng & gira chiu thanh. Khéch nhan du
con, dwge thdy vé& miat uy nghi vi qui quyét cha Ong.

Chau thianh D5u lira & ngd ba ddong Sudi D#u va con
song Alleghany, céch Pittsburgh khéng bao xa, méi 12 noi
¢6 nhizng nha médy loc diu cho h&t thiy mién dy : dwdmg
ph8 diy nhirng khéi den va diu hic. Nhung & viing chung
quanh, khéng cdn gi¥ng diu nio quan trong cd. Ngudi fa
di cudng nhiét ba nhau lai nhirng d4dt méi, nhdt la mién
Texas va Californie.

He
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Hbi 11, 12 tubi t8i khong hidu tai sao nhiing cdy dén
diu lFa (dBu héi) nhé lgi goi id der Hu2-kY, nhdt & mdi
khi di ngang qua phd hang Thigc & Ha-npi 161 thdy tigm
130 cing cb vai ba ngudi thy duong ché tgo nhing cdy
dén ma trong Nam ndy got 1@ den tring vit 8y, Toi nght :
¢ Bin lén thi goi ld dén Tdy cdn dén nhd thd goi i3 dén
Hue-ky, chic vi Tay gidi hon Hu2-ky 3. VA t0i yen tri
véi § 8y. That la ngdy the !

Sau ndy, doc mot bai bdo t0i méi hidu & culli th¥ &Y.
triede, ngudi Hud-kd, ddo dupe nhi¥u mé diu lita, can phdi
Bitm thi trudmg 4¥ titu thy thit ddu dy, m& khip thé gidi
khong c6 thi truirng ndo ménh méng bdng thi truirng Trung-
gudc cho nén ho bén 1dm hdng trc chife dén ddu lda r8i chd
v6 Thirgng-Hai, cho khdng ngudi Trung-Hoa. Ving, ho cho
khong ::ﬁﬂg nhu bay gid ho cho khong ching ta bie D.D.T.,
lai phdi ngubi di ting nha, rdt 18 phép yéu cdu chit nhin
cho zit thik d% trir rudi mudi gitm chdng ta vdy. Dian

Trung-Hoa ditng ddn vi tdt nhién phdi mua diu cda hy.
Do dé méi cé itn den Hub-ky.

httn://sachxua.thuvien<o info



Bf MAT DAU LUA 147

_ Nita thé k9 truée ho phdi qudng cdo 18i ¢ M3 2 8y vi

nhdn logi chuwa th@y rd céng dung ght gém cia diu lia.
Ho goi né 1& ¢ Oil 3 ngudi Phdp kéu né la ¢ Pétrole 2,
cde nha héa hoc ménh danh né la ¢ Naphte 2, nhung cdc ky
nghe gia lai ddt cho né cdi tén lad ¢ Hic kim 3, con c¢dc
chinh tri gia xung tung nd la ¢ cdi gdn cia chi€n tranh 2.
Vi nuéc ndo c6 nhi¥u didu lda nhdt th chic chdn I thdng
trén.

Ngudi ta da bitt né tir doi thuong ¢b. Trong Thdnh
kinh cé néi bng gia Noé thoa né lén chiéc thuyén cidabng
ding d& ctu vét gidng giong lodi nguds va thi vdt trong
tran Hong Thiy, Cdc nguéi Ai-c@p lgi dang né d& uwép
thady ma. Nhung thoi &y ngudi ta chi bidt rang né ld mt
thte dau ddc nbi & trén mdt séng hode mdt hs théi.

Mai téi ndm 1859, Pai td Edwin Drake, ngudi My
méi ¢6 9 nght rdng & duéi dat chdc phdi c6 mé dau lira
va bng lai gan b h5 Erié (tgi Bic M3p) dio mft giéng
ddu & gika cdnh rieng niti hang vi cda ngudi Da dé.

Ngay sau khi bng thanh céng, dbng biao cia éng cudng
nhigt da nhau di ki#m dau khdp neoi, nhue khodng muot
ndm trude hp cudng nhift di daivang & Cuu-Kim-Son véy.

(O Pensylvanie, Californie, Texas, ché ndao cing cb
ngudi hy hue dao. Ngudyi ta phd rung, duc dd, lam 2do
trén cd mdt dadt. Roi thy, y nhw trong chuygn thin tién cia
A-rap, nhitng chau thanh déng dic dua nhau nbi lén & gitra
nhitng nei hoang vu véi nhitng nha mdy ram ram,Ong khéi tua
tda, Trong mpt thiri, bigt bao nha trigu phit phdt lén, nhung
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cing bi€t bao sdn nghiép sup db, v} cé k¢ may, chi ddo 18
thieée da thdy diu thi cling cé6 ngudi rii, zubng té6i 200
thube ma chua gap. VA lgi ddo mft gitng diu khong
nhing tdn kém hang &ec My Kim ma nhidu khi lai nguy
hiém nita : néu khong bidt d¥ phong truée ma dao nhim
6p hoi & trén midt didu thy hos phi len, bang chdy va cé
thé thitu ra tro cd mot ving ddt rgng.

Cdc bdo chi hdi &y hoan nghinh nhigt ligt su phdt mink
ciia Dgi td Drake, Cdc nha khoa hoc nghitn cécu diu, tim
cdch loc va dugc nhitng chidt thech lap ( paraffine) (1),
nhizng chat dung-méi (solvant) (2), ddu tron (lubrifiant)
vd nhitng nhién ligu (combustible) (8) nhu d¥u lia, ddu
ma-dit (mazout), cdc thie ddu ndng (huilet lourdes) vad nhit
ld ddu zdng.

Nh» nhitng nhién ligu &y, cdc déng co phdt tridn mpt
cdeh di thudng. Trong ¢ vai chyc ndm ngudi ta thdy zult
hién ra biét bao kidu ze hoi, mdy bay, ze tdng, tiu bikn,
thu chitn, mdy cay, mdy dign... Ta cb th® néi khong c6 ddu
lika (4) thi khong c6 nén k9 nghg ngdy nay, m& chién tranh
cing khong c6 b mdt nhu bdy gid. Dgi td Drake dd dodn
ding ; Sir phdt kifn cda brig &4 lam zdo trén cd the giéi.
Va chi can doc nhitng tin ddng trén mdt bdo hdi ndy v¥ sy

—=

(1) Chit trfag liy & diu 102 ding 13m ofo (din cly) vi lim d3u x4,

(2) Chit l3og b the hds tan chit khic dwge.

(3) Chit 38t chiy,

(4) Tisg dlu I&a trong bii twa ndy cb 2 nghia : Khi thi thi chi thé
diu den, dic, méi liy & dwéi dit l2n nhe & diy ; Khi thi chi thé
diu i lqc réi mi ta J;m[ 42 ddt diéo ohe trong tii‘n‘ dén tﬂ'u i,
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tranh chdp ddu lika gitta Anh va Ba-tu, ta cang di bigt sy
quan trong cda thi ¢ hdo-kim » 8y.

Dai td cing lai 1a mt trong nhitng nguwdi thtr nhit
dua ra gid thuyét ndy : déu lira do nhitng thdo vit va thi
vt chét, tan ndt, bikn chdt rdi bj vii xubng duédi lop phi
sa, cdt, s6i & ddy bitn, hodc duéi lop dd trong nhitng
cupc bien chuyén vi dgi hoi tién sw.

Gid thuydl &y chua I8y gi lam chde va hién nay nguoi
ta vén chuwa bift ré ngudbn gbe cda ddu lira.

Hiu hét cde mé diu lka bay giy d¥u do My va Anh
khai thde. D6 cangla myt nguyén nhdn quan trong giip
ho thdng nbi Biéc va Nhdt trong chién tranh viea rbi. Nhung
edc nha bdc hoc da tink riéng chdng bao ldu nita nhing md
ddu s& cgn hét va ho dwong tim nhibu cdch d€ ciéu van
tinh the nguy hiém dy. Hp da ch tgo ra dugc thé diu
héa hop (synthétique) nhung gid con ddt qud. Ho lgi da tim
dugc ddu & duéi ddy bién. Va méi réi mft to bdo cho hay:
bdc si Zobell dwong nghitn cleu cdch ¢ c8y gibng » ddu
Lika, nghia la nubi cde vi trang tao thanh ddu lira va digt
¢dec vi trang phd hogi diu lita d& cho giéng d‘du lau can.

* %
#

Cudn ¢ Bf mat Diu lita » nay td d¥i mgo hibn, gian
lao cda Dai td khi bng di tim va dao md ddu lda ddu
tien & lang Titusville, mién Pensylvanie. Ong dupe chang
Sam Smith gitp tiv dau chi cudi, Ndm 1935, nghia la 76
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ndm sau, chang cn s6ng va kE lgi chuyén Dai td cho
nhitng du khdch du lich t6i thdm qué hwong cia dau lita.

Tdc gid, ong Robert Gaillard la m@t trong nhing
khdch du lich &y. Khi ¥ Phdp, 6ng vitt cubn ¢ Le secret
dé l'or noir » @8 chép lai chuygn dé. Ong titu thuyét héa
né mot chiat, nhung chuyén vén ld chuyén thdt,

Khung cdnh trong chuyén la m@t mién ménh mong
hoang vu gifa noi rieng nii cia dan Da dd Cherakee ¢
gan hd Erié. Vai chinh gbm ndm ngudi :

® Dgi td Drake, c6 nhidu sdng kitn, cuong quytts
chiu hy sink cho khoa hoc va nhdn logi, nhung tinh rit
néng ndy.~

e Chang Sam, dugc long ngudi Da d8, ¢ chi lam
gidu va mdt long tin vé bién & Dgi 4.

® Ong gia Smith, thén pﬁu chang San:l, ditm tinh,
mém mdng vd rat cé nhigu kinh nghigm.

® Ning Marjorie vui vé va kién nhin.
® Va chang Hoggan can ddm, tdn tdm vd cung.

Nhing dec tinh cida ndm vai d6 bb the ln cho nhau.
Thifu mt ngudi thi cong vigc khdng thanh.

Khéng c6 chang Sam thi Bai-td khong iéi dugc mién
¢é diu lita vd cing khéng duwgc ngudi Da dé gitp ste.

Khéng cé bng gic Smith thi Pai td vi néng ndy qud,
khéng bidt mEm mdng vdi thb dén ma tde I¥ vide.
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Khéng ¢6. Hoggan ki#m . thém dupc ti¥n 48 mua ki
gidi vd mdy méc thi cong viée phdi bé dé.

Va khong cé nang Marjorie tht khéng ai di kién tdam
dé¢ ddo tdi l6p dau h¥t. Nang vui vé an &i, Ehuyén khich,
sdn sée mot ngudi, Moi tinh clda nang véi Sam thit ém
d¥m, Tde gid da khéo 13, vira cho ta cdm twdng Marjaru
la mft ndng tién trong nhigng chuyén thin thogé viea cho
ta thdy dia vi quan trong cda din ba trong n.&tFu cbng
vigc phdt minh cia nhan logi.

Mgt nhdn vgt khd di niza 1a Kaghmisham &8 trudng
Da d4.: chang cang véibg lac chéng bon ngubi My khi
ug& ho lgi chitm ddt dai, nhwng khi bidt ngudi My chl tim
ddu ltka thi chang tdng cho bon Bgi td Drake mft cdnh ddng
dau lita 4 ddp on ciru séng ching.

Vi vy, doc truyén ndy, ching nhitng cdec bgn iré bidt
dupe phong cdnh hoang vu vad hang vi cia mdt mién &
Bac M3, bigt cdch mgo hitm trong ring sau, bigt doi stng
va tinh tinh cda mot b lac Da dé, mé con h;u: dupe
nhitng guong quydt tin & su thanh cong rec r&, hy sink
cho mot Iy twéng cao cd khéng mang danh Ipi, kién nhdn
di cho 6% dich, bidt cuong quydt, nhung cing cb ldc nén
mém mdong va lubn lubn phdi 1dp suy nghi, cb éc sdng kitn.
Cé dit bAy nhidu dirc th) mdi thanh cong trong nhitng viée
lén duge.

Thiy chuyén cda Robert Gaillard da hirng thil lai
ridt cé lpi cho sw dao luyén nhdn cdch, cho nén 18f dich
Igi 4% cBng hitn cdc bgn thitu nien m@t mon gidd tri bb
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{ch va mong rdng cdc ban t8p dugc tinh thin mao hiem
cha ngudi phuong Tay d¢ sau nday tim kiém khai thdc
nhitng mo kim thufec con duong wyén gide ngi hdng triéu
ndm trong long dét cdia non séng, tgi mién thuong du Bdc
Vigt va day niki Trudng Son ¢ Trung Vigt. Va bist déu
ddy, mgt ngdy kia cdc ben chang ddo duwge mt md-diéu
nhu Dgi td Drake, hodc m@t mé.., uranium nira, dé cdi
thién dii sOng cda nhdn logé chie khang phdi dé chg bom

nguyén té& |

Long Xuyéa ngly rim thipg chap nim Tin Mio (1951)
DICH GIA
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