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Cucho Maluquer

s6ng vdi ba ¢ Madrid, trong mot can gac ap mai
trén duong Moon. Em dén truong ciing nhw
bao tré em khdc. Em khong biét tai sao minh
khong cé cha me, nhung bon tré khac ciing co
dira dau biét tai sao chung khong cé ba, vay
canh ngo cua chiing giéng nhau ca thoi.

Ba em van ki€m s6ng bang cong viéc lam
vé sinh nha ctra, nhung ngay sau ngay sinh
nhat thir siu muoi cia ba thi ba khong may
bi gay chan. Du da dugec diéu tri ky ludng, ba
van khong thé nao tiép tuc xuéng phd nira vi
ngoi nha ba chau ho rat ci ky va khéng cé
thang mdy, va vi bi khap khénh sau tai nan,
ba hét 1én xudng ndi bon tang ctia ngdi nha.

Ba bao Cucho: “Nay, ché ¢d lo, ba ¢d thé
may va duge va ba sé kiém tién bang cdch
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may v4.” Du nha Cucho nim sit ngay dudng
Gran Via la con phd chinh cta thanh phd,
nhirng ngudi s6ng trong d4 rat binh dan. Dau
khé khan, ho vAn cd gidp ba 130 bing cdch
giao 40 quan cho ba khiu va; nhuwng di nhién
ho chi du sirc tra cong ba it thoi.

Va lai, thye tinh ma ndi, ba 1ao da may va
khong duge khéo 13dm lai con nhin khong 1o
nén chi cé thé va viu duge chut it. Sy thé 1a
chang mAy chdc hai ba chdu bat dau bi déi an.
V6i Cucho thi khong dén ndi nio vi it ra trong
gio ra choi ¢ truong, né dwge an banh mi kep
nhan cac ban bé mira. C6 ca nhitng ban khong
mudn an va cho Cucho nguyén ca ¢ banh mi
kep nhan! Gan nhw Cucho da giup cac ban nay,
vi nhu vay cé nghia cic ban khoéi phai nhoc
cong dgi lic khong ai chid y 1én quing banh
mi di. Nhitng luc 4y, Cucho mang banh mi vé
cho ba; nhung ba 130 tdi nghiép lai con ndi
khé khac: vi khong con rang nén ba kho ma
nhai ndi banh mi ma chi ¢d thé nham nhap
phan nhan bén trong. Khi biét dugc nhw vay,
Cucho chon Iya ky hon va chi nhan nhitng
banh ¢6 nhan mém nhuw pho mat, bo va muit,
thach xu xoa, va ngon nhat 1a tring.

Két qua 1a viéc an uéng cua ba ngay cang
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U TR Ty

Két qua l1a viéc dn uéng ctia ba ngay cang
kha thém nhuwng viéc may va thi té hai hon
vi mat ba qud kém.

Cucho — egu bé hidu thao
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kha thém nhung viéc may va thi té hai hon vi
mat ba qua kém. C6 mot hdm ba mic sai 1am
that nghiém trong; s6 14 nguoi ta giao cho ba
mot bd com-plé dan dng dé sitra va thay vi gan
tay 4o vao 4o vét, ba lai két ng quan vao. Khi
hang xdm tré lai than phién vé chuyén nay thi
ba xin 16i va ndi: “A, t6i cling ngac nhién, nghi
sao chong ba lai ¢4 canh tay dai thé..”

b6 chinh 14 ly do hang xém thiy kho 1ong
giup ba du ho thye tAm mudn giup dd; mat
ba kém dén ndi khong ai dodn trude duge
mon hang giao cho ba sira roi sé ra sao! Ba
130 khon khd thé dai than thd: “Chao 6i, wdce
gi minh c6 cap kinh ma deo..”

Cucho tréong cd vé gia dan hon cdi tudi 1én
mudi cua minh, lién di ra tiém do gid kinh.
Ngudi ban hang hoéi: “Kinh cho ai dung vay
nhdc?”

“Cho ba chau a,”

“Ba dung dé 1am gi?”

“pé may va a”

“Thé ba dugc bao nhiéu tudi?”

Cucho khong biét cau tra 16i nén né noi:
“Da, ba chdu giéng nhw cic ba khac... nhung
¢4 1& ba 14 ngudi gia nhat.”
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Ngusi ban hang hiéu ngay y cua Cucho va
dap ring: “Chau cé thé cho la gid vao khoang

w %

bay ngan peseta*.
Thing bé kinh ngac tdt do; né khong biét
nguoi nao lai ¢ duge so6 tién 16n nhw vay. N6
vé nha ndi vdi ba ring:
“Ba oi, ba bo viéc khau va di thi hon. May va
chéng bu dugc chi phi mua kinh cho ba dau”

Ba 1a0 khon khé thd dai, noi:

“Thé khong may va nira thi sudt ngay & nha
ba lam gi day?”

Cucho nghi khong ra cich giai quyét mot
van dé phirc tap dén nhw vay?

Tuy nhién nguén thye pham thi cang lic
cang dé dang hon vi nhiéu ban trai 1an gdi
trong truedng tim cach mang theo dugce suit
banh mi kep nhiéu gap doi thong thuong dé
¢ thé chia sGt vGi Cucho. Tuyét voi hon 1a
cac ban ganh dua véi nhau, vi néu nhuw Cucho
tlr chdi khong nhan banh ctia ban nao thi ban
4y thay mat mat 1am.

Mot chd bé ndi: “Nao, xem day, Cucho,

*  DPong peseta, tién Tay Ban Nha.
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minh mang cho ban banh mi kep thit ngudi.
Ban xem c6 dugc khong?”

“Xin 16i, nhung thit ngudi dai qua ba minh
khoéng an dugce.”

“Nhung day la thit giam bong ngon nhét...”,
cau bé giai thich.

“0, néu thé thi dugc”, Cucho néi.” Nhung
l1an sau dirng dung nhiéu banh mi qué nhé,
nh4t 1a néu banh ¢é vo ciing.”

Va thé 1a mdt s6 ban bé dung banh mi 14t
nhu banh ban trong tiém.

Trueong Cucho ¢d ca hoc tro trai 1an gai, va
cha cua co bé tén Celia cé mot tiém banh &
gdc duong ban di loai keo va banh ngot. Tt
ca hoc sinh trong trueong déu tim cach lam
than vdi Celia vi ngoai viéc ¢6 bé rat xinh, tui
40 cta c6 Iic nao ciing day nhéc keo. Viée
nay khién co bé hoi kiéu ngao, thé nhung co
bé da ndi véi Cucho: “Ba cua ban co thich an
banh ngot khéng?”

Cucho suy nghi mot luce réi ra vé ha c0, tra
1i: “A, c6, nhung chi banh kem thoi.”

Nhung réi mot ngay kia thay Anselmo,
hiéu trudng treong Cucho hoc, phat hién cé
chuyén trao tay banh mi kep gitta Cucho va
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tat ca hoc tro trong 16p, thay rat tire gian vé
chuyén dé. Thady Anselmo hoi 14c mét, mang
kinh, dé rau va lic nao cling phai ra vé dir
ton moOt chut dé cho hoc tro khéi cudi nhao
thay. Nhu thé c¢é nghia hoc tro mdi thi sg
sét khi mdi gap thdy, nhung theo thoi gian,
khi dan dan quen thay 1a chung hét s¢ bai vi
cung 13m thi thay ciing chi la hét chuing thoi.
Khac han vd§i c6 Adelaida, mot cd gido trong
treong, luon ludn an ndi rat nhéd nhe va luc
nao cing khuyén nha di moi diéu vé van
va chan ngét. Néu mot hoc sinh khéng nghe
16i ¢6 khuyén, co sé khong bao gio 16n tiéng
nhung sé moi cha me da tré citng dau dén
va dira tré sé gap rac réi to. Thiy Anselmo
qua that tirc gidn vé chuyén trao tay banh
mi - ca banh mi 6 1An banh mi 14t - va banh
ngot. Vi thy cho ring Cucho da doat banh
cuia cic hoc tro khiac dé dem ban. Thay goi
Cucho vao van phong va hoi:

“Tai sao em gianh banh mi cta cac ban
khac?”

Ly do khién thay nghi Cucho dung stc
manh gianh banh mi cta cac tré khac la vi
du md&i muoi tudi, nhung Cucho cao hon dira
mudi mot tudi hay thAm chi muwdi hai tudi.
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“Nhung em c6 gianh banh cua ai dau a, cac
ban cho em diy ch\t”, Cucho gidi thich.

“Thé chinh x4c thi tai sao cac ban cho em?”,
thiy hiéu trudng hoi gan, van day tikc gian va
nghi ngo.

“La vi dé cho ba em va em ¢4 cdi gi d6 dé
an. Thay bi€t khong, ba em bay gio khoéng con
lam viéc dugc nira. Ba bi gy chan ro6i.”

“Cha, chao 6i, em nay..”, thAdy Anselmo bt
dAu 1ap bap vi suwgng sung.

Thay suong sung dén ndi ndi 13p bap vi thay
chot nhin thdy doéi gidy thing bé radch nat con
40 quan thi rat cii k§. Pac biét 1a thay thay mit
40 em dinh bit quang khong ding vi tri nén khi
cai lai thi 4o em bi kéo giat ra di moi huéng.

“Thé tao sao nut 40 em lai dinh vao nhirng
chd ky quic thé kia?”

“P4 1a tai ba em dinh vao diy a, va vi ba
khong cé kinh ma mét ba lai kém 1dm nén
dinh trat ché doé thay.”

“Cha, chao 6i!” Thiy Anselmo thét 1én,
giong thong cam. Sau do thay tram ngAm md&
ngan kéo ban viét 14y ra cap kinh kiéu xwa cé
mot trong bi mirt. Thay tran trAn nhin kinh
mot chap, dang suy tu.
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“Pay 1a cap kinh cii trede kia thay dung doc
sach nhung thay it khi dung 1Am. BA em chic
sit dung dwgce. Ba bao nhiéu tudi roi?”

bay chinh 1a diéu ngusi ban hang & tiém
kinh da hoéi - cau hoi ma Cucho khong dap
dugc. Thé nén vi van khong biét ba minh bao
nhiéu tudi, Cucho ciing ddp gan giéng nhw
lan trude:

“Ba 1a mdt ba ngoai kha 16n tudi. Khong
chirng ba cOn gia hon ca thay diy a.”

ThAy Anselmo buc minh 13m.

“Dinhién 1a ba phai gid hon thay réi! Em noi
thé 1a thé nao?”

Thay byre minh vi that ra thay con tré nhung
sy tré trung bi che 14p vi chom rau va cip mat
lac. Cucho doan gio thi né s€ khong dugce cho
kinh nira, nhung né van duge cho.

“Thoi, du sao ciling hay dé ba em thir deo
xem no giup ba dugc chut nao khong.”

Cucho ¢6 théi quen x4u la khong 1én ti€éng
cam on dang hoang. N6 chi cAm kinh 1én va di
ra khéi phong ma khong ndi ti€ng nao. Thay
hiéu tredng twéng cu ciu gian doi vi bi két
toi gianh banh mi cdc ban, nén thay ben kéu
no lai:
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“Ba 1a mét ba ngoai khd Ion tudi.
Khong chirng ba con gia hon ca thay diy a.”
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“Cucho!”
Thing bé da ra téi ctra nhung quay lai.

“Nghe nay, thiy nghi viéc cac ban cho em
banh la mot y twdng rat tét, phai khong?”

“Thwa thay, phai”, chi bé dong y.

“Thay sé cho 1a khong t6t néu em doat banh
cua ban réi dem ban ngoai duwong.”

Thay cuwdi khi ndi nhw vay, nhw thé 1a ndi
dua, nhung thye sy cau noi dé da goi mot y
that tuyét voi cho Cucho.

Y ctia em 14 dem c4c banh con du ban trong
khu chg Espana, mdt quang trueong rat gan
nha hai ba chau.

Thay hiéu truéng sé khong tdn thanh em
doat banh ctia ban bé dé dem ban, nhung
thay khong ndi gi tdi chuyén ban banh do ban
lam qua. Nhuwng dé phong xa, Cucho khong hé
ndi cho ai biét nd st dung s6 banh duge cho
hang ngay trong truedng nhu thé nao.

Cucho bit diu ban bianh khdéng phai vi
em thich y 4y ma vi ba chdu em can c6 tién
trong nha & dudng Moon, dé tra tién muwdn
nha. Thang dau, tat ci nhitng ngusoi G tro
khdc chung tién tra tién nha cho hai ba chdu,
nhung ti€c thay toa nha rat cii ky va ¢ nguy
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co bi d6 nat hoan toan nén mdt s6 ngudi G tro
doi qua nha khac s6ng, thanh thir ho khéng
giup hai ba chau dugc nira.

Nhi*ng ngudi con ¢ 1ai chi la nguoi co trach
nhiém trong nha - do6 1a mét cu ba gia cd ba
cua Cucho, mot 6ng nhac si gia tén la Antonio,
va ba Remedios 1a nguoi c6 mot quay ban kim
chi ngay bén canh toa nha em 6.

Va lai, ba Cucho cin ¢ sira dé gilr gin sirc
khée va thi d6 thi cdc ban trong trudng
khong thé cung cip dugc. Thé nén hai ba
chau can tién.

C6 mot hom, ba Remedios 1am cho Cucho
sg dung hét ca tdc gay khi ba bao Cucho rang:
“Chau hay nghe 10i ba di, Cucho; dwa ba chau
vao nha duéng 130 1a diéu tot nhit cho ba ay.
Ba chdu sé dugc cham sdc rat tot.”

Lic d6 Cucho khong ndéi tiéng nao, nhung
khi vao truong no hoi Celia, c6 ban cd cha
la cha tiém banh, c6 ban khéng nhitng dep
ma con 1a ¢o gai thong thao nhat 16p, luc nao
cling dugce diém cao nhat 16p:

“Nghe nay, Celia, néu ngudi ta dwa ba minh
vao nha dudng lao, thi chuyén gi sé xay ra
cho minh?”
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“A, nguoi ta sé dua ban vao mdt nha khac.”

“Ban mudn ndi 1a cd nha cho tré em nira
sao?”

“Co chu, di nhién 1a c6”

CO bé lanh lung ndi vay, nhw thé khdng quan
tam dén chuyén gi dang xay dén cho Cucho.
Do 1a ly do tai sao Cucho nén gian, ciing noi
giong binh than y nhu vay:

“Nay, Celia, drng mang banh ngot cho ba
minh nira. Ba néi kem trong banh bi chua,
khong tét cho ba.”

CO bé khong hé gian dir, nhung 16 rang co
bi tén thuwong. CO6 ditng dé nudc mat lung
trong.

Thé 14 Cucho u té chay, cam thay x6n xang
vi mic du Celia kiéu cang va ta day gi gi cling
biét nhuwng c6 bé Iic nao ciing tét véi Cucho.

Cucho bt dau ban banh mi kep nhan trong
khu chg Espania vi dd ¢4 nhiéu ngudi ban
hang noi dé. C6 nhitng 6ng bay xudng dit
nhitng mon hang ky 1a, khong cé cong dung
gi ca. C6 nhitng bé trai nhuw Cucho, cd 1€ 16n
hon Cucho mét chit, ¢6 deo thing ban banh

Cucho — cgu bé hidu thao 17



ngot. Nhuwng may mén 1a chura ¢d ai ban banh
mi kep nhan. Thé 1a Cucho 14y c&i ré vén dyeng
40 quan 14 Gi trong hay con mdi, rdng sap xép
banh bi kep nhin vao dd sao cho that dé nhin,
dit banh 1én trén mot tAm vai trang cho cé vé
sach sé va bt méit hon. Sau d6, Cucho phui 1én
r6 mdt mi€ng vai nhya.

Ngay ngay dau tién, Cucho khai sy loanh
quanh quang truong cé vé la 1Am, thye tinh
khong biét 1am sao dé bat diu viéc ban banh.
Troi lai lanh nira vi 1a thang Mudi Hai. C¢ nhw
thé cho dén khi ngudi dan 6ng ngdi bén chd
ban nhitng mén hang ky quéic goi: “E, thing
nhg, dén day!”

Ngoai hinh 6ng 4y trong khong cé vé hy
vong dugc gi va Cucho gan nhuw mudn phét 16
161 6ng ta goi. Téc Ong ta rat dai va khda 1a do
ban. Ong ta ngdbi bét dudi dat, gitt Am ngudi
bang cach kéo trum cai 40 gio cii k¥ 1én tan
mat va quan chit hai chan bing cdi mén da
ta. Nhuwng mac cho nhirng chuyén dé, Cucho
van lai chd oOng ta.

“Thé chu may ban gi day?”

“Banh mi kep nhan a.”

Ong téc dai nhin gié banh moét céi, vang tuc
mot tiéng, réi noi:
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6ng ngoi

A

Ctt nhur thé cho dén khi ngudi dan

ac goi:

hang ky qu

trng mon

bén chd ban nh

A

“E, thang nho, dén day!”
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“Banh mi kep gi ma la thé! Kich ¢& déu khac
nhau ca thé nay..”

Cucho da lvu y chuyén nay nhung khong
biét phai tinh sao. Chinh xac hon 1a né da chu
y thiy cdc mdén hang khac bay ban trén he
pho déu c6 cung kich ¢&. Thi du may cai banh
bot duge bay ban déu cung kich ¢& hay nhiéu
1dm thi cling ¢4 hai ¢& ma thoi. Trai lai, moi
mot chi€c banh trong giod cta Cucho déu cd
hinh déng, kich ¢& khac nhau, lam bang loai
banh mi khac nhau va nhan ciing khac nhau.

“Chd may 14y mAy cai banh nay tir dau ra
vay?”

“Ba chdu lam diy a”, 12 10i dap duy nhat ma
Cucho c¢6 thé nghi ra.

“A ra thé!”

ROi khong hoéi han gi thém, 6ng ta cAm 14y
mot miéng cé nhin pa-té gan béo va bat dau
an. Vé mat 6ng ta khong moét nét hira hen gi
ca lam Cucho ng& 6ng sé khong tra tién.

“Banh ngon diy, gid bao nhiéu?”, 6ng ta

nhom nhoam hoi.
“Mudi 1Am dong peseta a”

Nguoi dan 6ng nglrng an, miéng ha héc dé
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10 hét ca thire an trong khong lich sy chut
nao. Ong ta lai ving tuc - 14n nay dung nhirng
tiéng to6i té nhat, r6i ndi: “May ngu dan hay
sao thé, nhdc con?”

Cucho mu6n chay thoat than nhung ndi sg
hdi qua do 1am nd ding chon chan tai cho.
Nguoi dan 6ng 14y mot cdi banh nira, 1an nay
la banh nhan pho mat, va 1ap lai: “Con cai nay
may tinh gia bao nhiéu?”

Vi 1& ni muoi 1am dong 1am 6ng ta néi gian
nén Cucho quyét dinh chi nam déng thoi. Khi
nghe gia tién dd, nguwsi dan 6ng dung dung
nong gian vang tyuc ngay moét cau ma nha
treong tuyét déi cAm Ky vi thay Anselmo ndi,
ngoai tinh tho tuc, ti€ng dé con ¢d tinh bang
b6 nira.

Cucho s¢ mét via. Trong khi d6, ngudi dan
ong thoc tay vao tui dé 14y dao giét thing bé,
nhung thay vi con dao, dng 14y ra to gidy bac
mot tram dong va noi:

“Nghe nay, nhdc con, bao véi ba cia may
ring trong bat cit quiy thitc An nao banh mi
kep ¢& nay it nhit cling gid bay muwoi lam
dong mot chi€e. R6 chwa? DU may ban vdi

gid nam muoi dong ciing 1a ré mat roi, biét
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khong? Pay, cam 14y mot tram dong cho hai
cai: Va ngay mai tré lai nghe khong.”

Viéc ban banh mi kep thanh cong la thuwong.
Ong téc dai Cucho gap ngay didu ma ai ciing
goi la ‘Tom Hum’ hém nao cling mua cua no it
nh4t 12 hai cdi banh va lai con quang cdo giup
no vdi nhitng nguoi ban hang khac. Cé nhitng
ngay, Cucho ban chwa téi mot gio dong hdé ma
banh da hét veo va né di vé nha véi khoang
mot ngan dong trong tui.

Vi tinh hinh mdi nhu vay nén Cucho néi
véi ban beé trong 1a ba né da gan rang gia va
c6 thé an bat ¢ loai banh mi kep ndo, ké ca
banh ¢é nhan dai. Piéu ky la 1a khong hoc
sinh nao thdy ngac nhién khi Cucho ¢6 hom
mang ba muoi banh kep nhan vé nha. Phan té
hai nhét trong tinh thé 1a vé Celia: c6 bé van
con gian vi Cucho da néi kem trong banh caa
c6 bé bi chua; c6 bé khong them néi chuyén
vGi Cucho con Cucho thi khéng biét phai lam
sao dé chudc 16i.

Ba Cucho thoat dau rat kinh hai vi ca doi ba
chua tirng ki€m ra mot ngan dong trong mot
ngay, ba lo 1Ang khong biét chdu minh cd an
cap tién khong. Nhung khi Cucho gidi thich
vé chuyén ban banh mi thi ba cu hét lo, thay
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vao do con bat dau th4dy vui vui nita. b6 1a vi
bay gio ba da cé thé uéng mdi ngay mot lit
stra, 1a mon ba thich hon cac th khac. Thém
vao dé, vi gio diy ba cé thé nhin thay r6 hon
nho cap kinh ma thay hiéu treéng ctia Cucho
cho, nén ba bén bit tay may mot bo db trinh
dién cho Antonio - 6ng nhac si. Pén Itic nay
thi ngoai hai ba chau, 6ng la nguoi thué nha
duy nhat con sét lai trong ca toa nha.

Cucho cam thiy hét sitc quen thudc va
dugc che chd trong khu chg Espania. M6t
hom khi Cucho sdp vé nhi, cé vai thing bé
16n hon dinh cudp tat ca tién ban banh mi
cua Cucho, nhung 6ng To6m Hum thay duogc
sir viéc lién chay voi dén vung gay gitp nd,
dudi duge bon con trai 16n di mat.

Ong T6m Hum ban day chuyén, vong tay
va du thit cdc mon trang sirc duge cac co gai
Philippin wa chudng. Nhitng c6 gai nay tir
quan dao Philippin xa x6i dén Tay Ban Nha,
lam nghé gidp viéc nha kiém s6ng, va ho
thuong gap nhau trong khu chg vao nhitng
ngay nghi. Ho hau nhu khong ndi duge tiéng
Tay Ban Nha, nhung véi 6ng TOm Hum thi ho
¢6 thé 1am 6ng hiéu ho dugce va ho thich cudi
dua cung 6ng. Cic cd6 han nhién tin twdéng
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ong, thé nén khi 6ng khuyén khich céc co
mua banh mi ctia Cucho, bdo véi ho ring
‘ngon 1adm d4y’ thi cdc cd nghe theo va mua
banh cho Cucho.

Ca dén khi da ban hét hang, Cucho ciing
nan lai khu phd chg kha 1au vi diéu nd thich
nht trén trén doi nay 1a xem cdch ban hang
cta 6ng Tom Hum va nhitng nguoi ban hang
khdc trén duong - thich dén ndi nd dinh bung
1a khi 16n 1€n, s€ tdu mot gian hang nhu gian
hang cua ho

biéu Cucho khong bao gio ngo téi 1a khai
dau ky nghi 1& Gidng sinh lai ¢6 thé gay thiét
hai cho viéc 1am an cia né dén nhu vay. Cac
ban trong trudng, ca trai 1an gid, déu hdo hirc
mong dgi t&i ngay nghi 1&. Cucho cting khong
khac gi chung ban, vi mac du Giang sinh cua
Cucho khong gidng vGi Gidng sinh ma cac ban
khac dugce tan hudng - thi du nhw Ba Ong Vua
qua tinh kho 1o0ng mang qua 1én tan can ho ap
mai khong co thang mdy - diéu dé khong c6
nghia né khong thich thid thwdng thike biva téi
ba nd niu cho hai ba chdu trong dém Giang
sinh, dén Gidng sinh trén duong pho, va ban
than ky nghi 1&. Ly do ky nghi 1€ té hai 1a vi khi
bon tré ngung dén trueong, nhw ban biét day,
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thi ngudén cung cip banh mi ciing chdm diit.
PO 1a ly do khién viéc budn ban cia Cucho

dot nhién tan bién.

Té hai nhat 1a ba Cucho khong bao gio khoe

manh trong mua déng ca.

Phéi ba ¢ van dé va troi lanh 1am ba khé
thd. C6 nhiéu hom ba khong ra khai giwong
ndi, rdng 1dm thi ba ciing chi ngdi day dugc
dé ti€p tuc may bd trang phuc trinh dién cho
ong nhac si Antonio. Thi¥ t6t nh4t cho 14 phéi
vuéng diy dam cta ba la sira néng. Rui thay
hai ba chdu lai 1ap tirec hét nhin tién vi du viéc
ban banh mi thanh cong nhung méi duge cé
vai ngay théi nén hai ba chau dau kip danh
dum dugc gi.

Trude tinh huéng do, Cucho quyét dinh ra
khu chg va nhd 6ng Tom Hum gitp d&. Nhung
mot cd s6¢ chd Cucho noi khu phd chg vi &
dé vang tanh khong cd 14y mdt gian hang. Sy
thé y nhuv mét gidc mo kinh hoang. Cucho
dén chd 6ng ban bdo, khu phd chg chi con
mdi 6ng vi 6ng cd sap bdo thuong trye ¢ do.
Ong da mua banh mi cia Cucho d6i ba l4n,
nhw vay ¢4 nghia 6ng biét Cucho.

Cucho hoi:
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“Xin cho chdu bi€t 6ng To6m Hum va moi
ngudi ban hang khac dau hét roi a?”

“Trong thoi diém Gidng sinh, canh sat
thanh pho6 khéng cho phép ho bay hang ban,
bao ring vi ho lam can tré duong di 16i lai,”
ong ban bao tra 10i; sau d6 6ng ngurng nadi,
dam chiéu nhin Cucho mdt Idc réi canh bao:
“Ho ciing khong cho phép ban banh mi dau.
Nhung néu khon khéo mdt chiit chdu ¢b thé

N9

ti€p tuc ban nhuwng dirng dé ho thay:.

Ong ta ndi vét vat thém diéu dé dé thing
bé vui 1én nhung di nhién 16i khuyén khong
¥ng dung dugc, vi diu sao Cucho ciing dau
c6 banh dé ma ban.

“Con 6ng Tom Hum thi sao ha 6ng? Ong 4y
s€ khong trd lai day nira a?”

“A, néu anh ta 13 ngudi chdu cin gap thi
chic chin chdu sé tim th4y anh ta trong quan
rugu & goc duong.”

Va qua vay, khi Cucho dén cii quan ma 6ng
ban bao chi cho nd, thi cé 6ng TdHm Hum ngoi
udng ca phé an banh churro*. Thay Cucho

* Mot loai banh cla ngusi Tay Ban Nha, bang bot
nhao dudng chién gion.
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ong ta rat mirng, va l1ap tikc 1én tiéng khich 1é
giéng nhu 6ng ban bao da khich 1é né.

“Canh sat c¢6 thé dudi chiing minh ra khoi
khu phd chg nhung khéng ¢d 1y do gi chid may
khong thé ti€p tuc ban banh mi kep. Thay vi
bung ré banh di l1ong vong, chi may cir cho
banh vao mdt cdi tui ay.”

Chu bé khdéng ¢ sy Ira chon nao khac hon
la ndi ra sy that, va né lo sg 6ng ban sé tirc
gian vi da néi déi 6ng khi bao ring ba nd 1am
banh mi kep. Nhung 6ng T6m Hum ching
nhitng khong gian dtr ma con hao hitng khen
ngagi.

Ong ban tdc dai cia Cucho ndi: “Nhu vay
chd may da nhan banh mi cua cac ban trong
trueong phai khéng?”

“Da dung vay,” Cucho thu nhan.

“Chdu tai tinh 1dm, chd bé a. Thay vi chi c6
sap ban hang khi 16n 1én, chi em sé ¢ hin
mot ctra tiém. ROi chi em sé thay! Hay biét
dau c6 nguyén ca mot siéu thi khong chirng.”

DAy 14 vién canh sung tic qua xa voi dbi véi
Cucho, chi bé 1a ké hién dang can kiém ra it
tién dé c6 miéng an trong dip Gidng sinh, va
cu cAu da hy vong 14 sé 1am dugce nhw thé bing
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cach giup 6ng Toém Hum ban d6 trang sirc.
Nhung ro rang chuyén 4y khong thé duge roi,
va diéu tét nhit 6ng téc dai ban hang ngoai
chg ¢d thé 1am dugc 14 moi Cucho cung an
banh churro va cho né muwgn mét tram dong.

Cucho khong bié€t phai 1am gi va khi den
Giang sinh téa sang trén duong phé vao dém
trudce Giang sinh, Cucho khoéng thay vui chuit
nao.

Mac du véi nhitng van dé nhu thé, ba Cucho
da xoay x& duge, nhung phai ndi 1a rat khé
khan, dé hoan tit bd trang phuc trinh dién
cho 6ng Antonio, nhac si choi ken clarinet.

D6 1a mot ngudi dan 6ng dang vé u sau, mat
dai va 6m nhu nhac cu 6ng choi, nhung lai
hét sire lich thiép. Thé nén 6ng rat nha nhin
bao ba Cucho khi ba trao cho 6ng 4y b trang
phuc: “Xin thi 16i, thwa quy ba, nhung ngay
tai thoi diém nay toi khong thé tra tién cong
cho ba. Téi hoan toan khong ¢ tién.”

Ba Cucho thay du sao minh ciing chang con
s6ng duge bao nam nira, nén khong dang phai
ndi gian vdi bat et ngudi ndo. Ba chi hdi rang:
“Thé 6ng nghi khi nao cé thé tra cho t6i?”
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“Chdu tai tinh lam, chu bé a. Thay vi chi c6

sap ban hang khi I6n 1én, chii em sé ¢ han
mot ctra tiém...”
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Nguoi dan 6ng t0i nghiép phac mot cir chi
tuyét vong. Di nhién da cd thoi 6ng tirng choi
trong ban nhac thanh phd. ThAm chi cé méot
1an 6ng trinh dién trong khian phong hoa
nhac; 6ng c6 ca anh chup vao dip 4y, cho thay
ong an mac nhu nhac si chanh hiéu. Nhung
dao gan day 6ng khéng may min gi ca va
khong co viéc lam.

“Khong sao,” ba cu thd dai, hoan toan cam
chiu, “nhung it ra cling c&* mac vao thir xem
no ra sao chi”

Thé 14 6ng nhac si mac thir, va ba hai 1ong
v3i két qua: tay 4o khau vao ding chd va mit
40 cling dung ch6. Cucho nghi bo trang phuc
trong ky quac thé nao 4y, nhung né khong
noi ra.

Thinh linh mét nu cwoi birng sang ca guong
mat 6ng nhac si, 6ng noéi véi ba cu:

“T6i vira chgt nghi ra cdch tra tién ba, thua
ba. biéu nay ¢4 nghila toi cé thé day chdu trai
ba choi kem clarinet, cting nhu tra dugce cho
ba it tién.”

Sau do6 6ng quay vé phia Cucho, hoi: “Chdu
c6 thich lam nhac si khéng?”

Y tuwdng nay khong lam Cucho thiy hing
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khé&i ngay bdi vi ban than 6ng Antonio cling
diu kha gia gi véGi cdi nghé ctia 6ng. Thé nén
dé khuyén khich chid nhde, 6ng gia lién ké ken
clarinet sat moi né va ndi: “Thir théi xem.”

Chu nhdc lam theo 10i 6ng va mot Aam thanh
that 4n twgng phat ra bdi vi cung véi lic néd
thdéi, 6ng Antonio bam phim kén clarinet.
Cucho th4y loai sdo dac biét nay cling dé choi.

Thé nén nd hitng chi va vi khong cd gi tot
hon dé 1am, nd chap nhan dé nghi cua 6ng
nhac si. HOm sau, né xudng can hd cua 6ng
that sém.

Ong Antonio dang doi nd, da mic bd trang
phuc trinh dién, ban ngay tréng bd trang
phuc nay vAn ky quac thé nao 4y. Han nhién
12 hai tay 40 may vao ding cho réi ddy, nhung
mot tay dai hon tay kia. Nt do ciing dinh vao
diung ché ddy nhung khuyét 4o vdi vién chi
vang thi dugc ba két tan loan moi noi trén 4o,
trong citr nhw nhitng hanh tinh. Ong Antonio
khong hé ngdm minh ré vi 6ng chi ¢6 mot
manh guong nho xiu. Tuy nhién 6ng ciing noéi
vGi Cucho:

“Ong nghi 13 ba chiu da may cho 6ng bo
trang phuc ky 1a, chau cé nghi vay khong?”
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Cucho khong tra 16i vi né khoéng thé hiéu
tai sao lai phai mac that dep chi dé day né hoc
ken clarinet. Nhung 6ng Antonio giai thich
tinh huéng khong nhw mong dgi nay khi noi:
“Pugce roi, thoi ta di”

“Ta di dau vay 6ng?”

Mdi dau, 6ng Antonio khéng ddm ndi 6ng
dua né di dau nén 6ng giai thich rat 16n xon.

“Nay chdu, khi chdu mdi hoc choi clarinet,
cach hoc t6t nhat 1a xem 6ng choi nhw thé
nao.”

Thye ra 6ng dwa Cucho tdi chd Calle de
Preciados, nhin trudc nhin sau, lam dau
thanh gid va ndi véi Cucho: “Bay gid chau dé
y canh chirng va hé thay canh sat thi bdo cho
ong biét.”

Va vGi vé mat phan thi nhgt nhat vi then,
phan thi tim ngit vi lanh, dng bat diu choi
ken clarinet.

Cucho hoi ngac nhién, nhung khong nhiéu
1Am, vi né da quen nhin thiy nhac si dudng
phé ki€m séng bing cich gom tién ngudi di
duong thay cho ho. Nhung né khong ngd 6ng
Antonio 1la mét trong nhirng nguoi do. Thuc
ra, rd rang 6ng khong phai giéng nhw ho baéi
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ong luynh quynh va e then khi choi. Kh&i
diu 6ng thoi rat nhe nhu thé 6ng mudn che
gidu Iuon ca viéc minh théi kén va diéu nay
c6 nghia la trong dam ngudi voi va di qua, ai
cling rdo budc nhanh vi troi lanh gid, khong
ai dirng lai ci. Néu c6 nguoi dirng lai thi 1a vi
ho ngac nhién véi bé d6 cua 6ng, nhung roi
ho lai di tié€p.

“Nay 6ng Antonio”, Cucho ndi, “néu minh
dén day dé ngtra non quyén tién, 6ng phai
choi to hon thé nhiéu.”

Cai mat tring xanh vi lanh ctia 6ng nhac si
chuyén sang do6 Iyng nhuw trai ca chua.

“Chau tha 16i cho ta nhé”, 6ng nodi véi
Cucho. “Pay 1a 1an dau ta lam thé nay. Ta chuwa
bao gid ddm mot minh biéu dién trén dudng
phd. bd 1a 1y do ta mudn chdu di cung vdi ta.
C4 thé 14 ta da du dob chdu vao viéc nay.”

Khong cAn phai noi, 6ng ching tim diu ra
nguoi ban dong sy tét hon Cucho. Vi rat ham
ki€m dwge vai dong, Cucho bén 14y cai non
cua 6ng Antonio, dé cai dau troc tdc cuia 6ng
tran tryi. Thay chd nhdc quyét tam dén vay,
ong Antonio thay bao 1én va bat diu choi hét
sikc; vi qua thye 6ng choi rat hay, moi ngudsi
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bt dau dirng lai va quing tién vao nén.

Cucho thiy céch kiém tién nay cham hon la
ban banh mi kep; ngudi ta chi quang xudng
xu mdt dong hay nhiéu nhit 14 nidm dong.
Nhung né danh chip nhan phai lam viéc
nhiéu gio hon thoi.

Nhung ngudi thay khong chdp nhan dugc,
hay chinh xdc hon 1a khong thé ding do gio
nay qua gio khac ma s6ng sét ndi, lai 14 6ng
Antonio. Khi Cucho g& nén 6ng xudng, cdi
dau troc cua 6ng tim tdi lai vi hom &y troi
lanh dén c6 thé d6 tuyét.

“Chung ta phai di bay gio thoi,” 6ng canh
bdo trude véi Cucho, “vi 6¢ cla ta sip dong
bang roi.”

“0, minh khong di duge dau,” Cucho tra 104,
nd thay ro 1a du cham, nhuwng cdi nén thye ra
bat diu c6 nhiéu déng xu. Thay vi nghe 6ng,
né g& khan quang ctia minh ra va quin quanh
dau 6ng nhac si giéng nhw khan doi dau cia
nguoi Ma-réc.

K€ tir liic do, ho thanh cong nhiéu vi by gio
ngudi ta dirng lai khong chi dé nghe nhac, ma
con dé ngdm 6ng Antonio. Va that ra, trong
b6 trang phuc biéu dién la ky ma ba Cucho
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0i, an mac

Ao

Mot nguoi dan 6ng lon tu

A

sang trong gap nguoi cwoi vang...
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dd 1am va cdi khan quin dau bing len do
chinh Cucho dém thém, 6ng Antonio trong
ngd nghinh hét sirc — nhat 1a khi 6ng choi céc
khuc nhac budn.

Mot ngudi dan 6ng 16n tudi, an mic sang
trong gip nguoi cudi vang va trong mot 1an
ong Antonio dirng lai dé nghi giai lao, 6ng ay
hoi: “Ong cé thé cho toi xin dia chi ngudi thg
may cua 6ng khéng?”

Mot trang cudi ro 1én tr ddm déng ding
quanh dép lai cau héi cua nguoi dan 6ng an
mac sang trong, va ddy 1a 1An dau tién Cucho
cam thdy nhuc nha vi hinh anh titc cudi cia
hai ngudi. DU vay va du né phai ¢6 nuét 1é vao
trong, né van quyét tAm lam tiép, nhung ngay
lic 4y, moOt vién canh sat xuit hién va thing
thirng bao ho di chd khéc.

“Nay,” anh ta canh bao 6ng Antonio, “t6i co
thé bt hai nguoi vé dén vi ciac ngudi khong
dugc phép biéu dién trén duong phd. Nhung
vi 14 ngay Gidng sinh, t6i dé cidc ngusi di ma
khong phat mot dong nao hét.”

Va hai 6ng chau phai bo di.

Ong Antonio budn 1dm, nhu thé khong sao
budn hon duge niva. CA hai di ra vé huéng
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duwong Moon ciing gan dé thoi, va dé tra tién
cong Cucho da giup, 6ng bio nod gilr tat ca
tién da gom duwge. Chu bé phan ddi vi nd biét
ong ciing rat nghéo, nhung 6ng Antonio da
quyét chi khing khing bat nd phai 14y phan
nhiéu hon.

“Ong Antonio 6i,” Cucho dé nghi, “sao minh
khéng di choi nhac trong dudng tau dién
ngam? Chau da thdy miy nhac céng khac &
do, va du gi di ntra ¢ d6 van 4m hon.”

Nhung 6ng Antonio da qua chan nan vdi
nhirng gi mdi xay ra va dau dén vi l1ong tir hao
bi tén thwong ning.

“Anh ban tré oi, 6ng khong thé lam thé
duoc”, 6ng tra 16i. “Chau phai biét ring 6ng
da tirng choi trong phong hoa nhac va 6ng sé
khong ha minh choi trong 16i di ctia hAm tau
dién ngaAm dau.”

Cucho khong thiy co gi khdc biét gitra viéc
choi trén duwong phd va choi trong ham tau
dién ngam, nhung né khong mudn doi co bai
vi chuyén ngudi 16n bao gio ciing phire tap va
no6 khong thé hiéu noi.

Vay la hai ngudi chia tay nhau vi Cucho
phai di mua stta cho ba va vai thir cho bira
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tiéc Giang sinh t&i mai cia hai ba chau.

Khong chu tdm la minh dang di dau, Cucho
dén va ding lai truée ctra tiém banh & goc
pho, tiém ctia cha Celia. N6 bit dau nhin cham
chap moét cdch lo dénh bang gid keo siva mém,
thit keo duy nhat ma ba né an dugc.

Pung lic déd, cd gdi nhod ciing dén sau lung
no va chao no.

“Chuc mot Gidng sinh vui vé”, c6 bé ndi va
Cucho thdy ngugng, nghi sao c6 bé ty phu
qua vi tré con thuwong khong chao nhau nhuw
thé.

CO thé ¢d bé ty phy day, nhung co ciing rat
xinh va an mac rat lich sy. Chiéc 40 choang
c6 dang khodc that dep va mai tdc mau vang
nhat ctia ¢6 ciing rat dai. C6 mang bao tay da,
hin chuing git cho doi tay c6 4m that 14 4m.

Cucho chi ndi: “Chao.”

C4 hai ditng d6 nhin nhau, va Celia han 1a
van cOn cam thAy bi xiic pham vi diéu Cucho
da nodi vé kem trong banh cua c6. Nhung co
bé mim cudi va khong cd vé gi la buc tire véi
Cucho. C6 1€ cb bé cling cé cung cam nghi
nhw vién canh sit da dudi Cucho va 6ng nhac
si di.
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BGi 18 d6 1a ngay Gidng sinh, Cucho quyét
dinh tha 16i cho ¢0. Vi vay Cucho nghi la minh
phai ndi gi d6. N6 héi: “Ban dén tiém dé gilp
cha ban phai khéng?”

“0, wdc gi minh dugc gitp!”, c6 bé dap.
“Nhung cha minh khéng cho minh lam trong
tiém dau.”

“Sao khong?” , Cucho ngac nhién noi.

“Vi 6ng mu6n minh hoc mdt nghé va khi

2

16n 1én minh sé 1a mot luat sw hay bac si.

Nom c¢6 rat buén khi néi nhuw viy, nén
Cucho hdéi: “Va ban khéng mudén 1am thé phai
khong?”

“Khong. Piéu minh thich nhat 1 1am viéc
trong ctra tiém va gap g& moi ngudi.”

Cucho suy nghi mét chap, nhé lai diéu 6ng
Tém Hum da bao, né nédi: “O, khi 1én 1én, minh
s& c6 mot cira hang cua chinh minh, hay biét
dau cé ca mot siéu thi khong biét chirng.”

“0, ban may man qua!” , cd bé noi diy than
phuc, nghe rat hao hirng va ca ganh ty nira
dén ndi Cucho tha luén cho c6 cii chuyén vt
vanh vé sy ty phu cua co.

C6 bé khong cao bing Cucho. C6 mang v§
dai mau tring va di giay den. M& tdc vang ctaa
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c6 cOt lai bing day no mau xanh lo.

“Nghe nay,” ¢6 néi tiép, “néu ban dgi diy mot
14t minh ¢4 thé 14y mdt cai banh cho ba ban.
Cha minh cho minh I4y. Ban thich khéng?”

CO bé ndi tat ca nhitng diéu dé day phin
khich va nhin Cucho that tha thiét, nhung
Cucho thdy mic c& va 16i ddp duy nhit nod
nghi ra dugc la: “Khong, cam on, ba minh
khong thich banh ntra.”

“0, vay sao..”, Celia noi, cam thdy rat
nguong, nhu thé ¢ can phai xin 16i Cucho vi
da dé nghi bi€u banh! “Tam biét nhé.”

CO bé ben xoay nguoi di vao trong tiém.
Cucho th4y minh that khong may min chut
nao vdi cd gai dac biét nay, két cudc thi bao
gio ciing thét ra nhitng gi né khéng hé mudn
ndi. LAn nay thi né kho s& qua mikce vi chuyén
dé dén ndi thiy nghen & cd va suyt bat khdc.

Vé dén nha & dwong Moon, Cucho thay
canh nha that khac thuwong dén ndi thoat tién
nd nghi chic da c¢b chuyén xay dén cho ba nd
roi.

Vi ngoi nha da suy sup qud nhiéu va trong
dd chi c6 hai ba chau va 6ng Antonio @, nén
khoéng bao gio ¢é ai khac trén ciu thang. Ba
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cu s0ng ¢ do dé trong nha da duge con cai
ba mang di noi khac vi ho s¢g ng6i nha sap de
1én ba.

D6 1a ly do tai sao Cucho ngac nhién khi
nghe tiéng ndi chuyén vong ra tir can gac ctia
nd, né nhay bon bac mdt 1én 1au - diéu nay
cling dé thoi vi thang 1Au mon nhin nén bay
gio can sgt. bi vao trong, Cucho kham pha
nguoi dang nodi 1a cdi 6ng an van lich sy da
cudi giéu hai 6ng chdu trong khu Calle de
Preciados khi 6ng Antonio choi ken clarinet,
cdi 6ng da hoéi dua 6ng nhac si: “Ong c6 thé
cho t6i xin dia chi ngudi thg may cua Ong
khong?”

Thé nhung hda ra dé khong phai cau ndi
dua. Ong nay, tén goi 14 Coke, 13 6ng bau so6
cua mot nhém nhac tré. Bo trang phuc biéu
dién giy cho 6ng 4n twgng 1a bGi nd vira rat
ngd nghinh, vira hoan toan thich hgp cho bén
chang trai trong nhom cé tén la Moonlight
rockers.

Ong Coke di theo 6ng Antonio, tim ra ai da
may bo trang phuc cho 6ng nhac si, roi di tim
mday chang rocker. Va tat ca déu c6 mat tai
nha Cucho, dang thu x€p dé ba né may bon
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bo déng phuc cho ho

Ba cu dang ngoi bén 10 swdi coOn 6ng Antonio
ding gitta phong trong b0 trang phuc cua
ong; do 1a vi 6ng Coke dang dung 6ng nhac si
nhw ngudi miu trong Idc giai thich cho ba cu
biét nhirng diéu 6ng ta muén & bd dong phuc
cho cac chang trai ciia 6ng.

Ba Cucho nghi chic 6ng nay bi khung, vi
ong ta 1a ngudi Anh va néi ti€éng Tay Ban Nha
rat té, ba khong hiéu ndi mot chir 6ng ta ndi.
Hay duing hon 14 sy két hgp gitra tiéng TAy Ban
Nha t6i cia 6ng Coke, tat di€c tai cia ba va
trang thdi bang hoang ctia 6ng Antonio bién
toan canh thanh sy hén don vo ti. B6n chang
Moonlight Rockers miéng kin nhu bung.

Nhung Cucho hiéu rat r6 6ng ngudi Anh
muodn gi.

“Ba 0i,” nd giai thich, “diéu quy O6ng nay
mudn 12 ba may cho miy anh chang nay bd
déng phuc nhw 6ng Antonio 4y.”

“pé di hoc a?”, ba hdi, rat thich thu.

“Khong, khong di hoc!”, 6ng nguoi Anh hét
1én. “Bon con trai thanh nhac si, ngu 1dm va
rat cirmg dau. Nhung toi day ching.”

“A, toi hiéu réi!” ba noéi. “0i, véi t6i ching
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thanh van dé”

Y ba mudn nai 12 véi ba ching thanh van dé
cho du bon ho di hoc hay khong di hoc, ngu
va cing dau hay khéng ngu va khoéng cing
dau. Ba sé may dong phuc cho chung va thé
1a hét.

“Tuyét voi! Tuyét voi!”, 6ng ngudi Anh hd
hdi néi. “Nhung té6i mudn c¢6 thém khuyét do
ngoai nhirng khuyét ¢é nut.”

Khindi nhuw thé, 6ng nhin bd d6 6ng Antonio
dang mac véGi bén hang khuyét o trong giong
nhu cac hanh tinh dang 1an, vé day than phuc.

“Thwa ba,” 6ng ndi véi ba 130, “chi ti€t thém
khuyét 40 khong ¢é nut 14 mot nét sang tao
tuyét voi! N6 dem lai cam giac cuc ky ty do!
b6 1a 1y do téi mudn ¢6 that nhiéu khuyét 4o
dugc giai phong!”

“Ong 4y dang noi cdi gi thé?”, ba hdi Cucho.

“Rang 6ng 4y mudn ba lam thém khuyét 40
cho bo trang phuc a.”

“Ong 4y mudn bao nhiéu ba sé lam bay
nhiéu. Nhung 6ng 4y sé ton tién hon day vi
chi vang mic 1am.”

“To6i biét,” 6ng Coke ndi xen vao. “Tién bac
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“Tuyét voi! Tuyét voi!”,

6ng ngudi Anh hé héi ndi.
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khong thanh van dé.”

Va dé chirng minh diéu dd, 6ng chia ra mét
nam tién va dat chung Ién ban.

“Tirng nay tién lam tién coc dua trude du
chua?”, 6ng hoi.

Cucho doan it nhat c¢d tdi hai muwoi ngan
dong va noi da roi.

biéu 6ng Coke 14y 1am kinh ngac nhat 1a khi
ong ta bao ba Cucho do ni tit cdc chang trai
dé may déng phuc thi ba dap rang:

“Chuyén d6 khong can thiét 1im dau vi toi
da muong twong duge ching ra sao roi va toi
nghi 14 toi s& may dung ni tac”

“0, thurra ba, ba qua 1a thién tai! Giéng nhw
ngai Petroski vi dai & Paris, nha thiét ké thoi
trang hang diu thé gigi! Ong 4y khong bao
gi® can do ni tic ci. Ong ta chi cAn nhin qua
mot cai thoi”

Cucho hoi o vi du ¢6 cap kinh cua thay
hiéu tredng, mat ba nd van kém I14m.

Nho may bd dong phuc cho nhém Moonlight
Rockers, hai ba chdu ¢ thé an mirng Gidng
sinh ma ho chwa bao gi¢ ¢d suét bao nhiéu
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nam qua, theo tri nhd ctia Cucho. Hai ba chau
maoi 6ng Antonio téi véi ho vi 6ng s6ng mot
minh. Ong lién 1én 14u, mang theo cay keén
clarinet va ba hdp 16n bang go.

“Toi hy vong do khong phai 1a qua tang...”,
ba nghiém trong ndi: “Ong biét 1a ic nao 6ng
cling dugce chao don ma.”

“O nhung thua ba, day chinh 1a qua tang,
ong nhac si ddp, “d6 14 mén qua t6t nhat toi
¢6 kha nang bi€u ba. Nao Cucho, gitip 6ng cai
nay.’

Nhitng cai hop dung mdét mang chuia hai
doéng tuy cii nhung day di mei thit. Nhw mot
nghé si chinh céng, 6ng Antonio bat dau sip
x€p that khéo 1éo véGi sy gitp d& ctia Cucho.
Chi thi€u mot thir 1a réu va chu bé chay bay ra
khu chg Mayor mua mot it.

Ong Antonio khéo dén mitrc gan duge mot
dng cao su vao voi nuée nha bép va gidu né
vao cac hon mii quanh chudng, cho nén khi
ong ma voi nwée mot chiit, nwdce ri xudéng nhw
mdt dong sudi. Ong ciing gan vai cdi dén 1am
chudng sang 1én, va mot béng dén do nho xiu
lam cho gi6éng nhw Itra cua ngudi chan cru.

Ba ndu cho moi ngudi mén ga don tdo va
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man, an cung khoai tay chién, ci hanh ti hon
va nam.

Ba chi an mot miéng thit \tc nhd, nhung
ong Antonio va Cucho xé€ trui con ga tdi tan
xuong.

“Ba than mén,” 6ng Antonio noi, ca tung ba
hét 101, “kh6ng nhirng ba 1a mot nghé si ¢o tai
may mac ma ba con 12 mdt dau bép tuyét voi”

Cucho cam thay khi 1én 1én, né mudn duge
cung cach lich 1am nhu 6ng Antonio, nhung
khong mang tam tu ngugng ngap cua mot
nhac si vé viéc ki€m tién.

Ho an trang miéng bing du loai keo sira. Ba
chi an thit mém thoi; nhung ba ¢é dung mot
ly reou hat héi mot cach that thich thua.

An xong, ho ngo6i lai hat thanh kinh bén
mang chuia hai déng. Khéi diu thi ca ba cung
hat, ngay ca ba cling hat vdi giong khan khan
cua ba, nhung sau mot lic 6ng Antonio 14y
cay keén clarinet ra va bit dau choi. Ong choi
v3i tat ca tAm tw va choi that tuyét voi dén noi
ba bat dau khdc.

Pén luc ho nghe ¢6 tiéng dong bén ngoai
cau thang. Cucho mé ctra ra thi gap 6ng Coke.
& mot minh trong khich san Madrid, 6ng ta
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chot nghi 14 minh c¢6 thé dén tham ngudi &
duong Moon va chic mirng Giang sinh. Nhung
khi dén ctra can ho ap mai va nghe tiéng ken
mau nhiém, 6ng ta khong goé cra ndi vi cling
thay xic dong vo cung.

Khi ho moi 6ng Coke vao, 6ng ta dat mot
tay 1én vai 6ng Antonio va noéi: “Ong quéa that
biét cach choi nhac, khéng giéng nhw may
chang rocker ngu ngéc cua téi! Nhung toi sé
chi cho ho cach choi va 6ng sé€ phai giup toi!”

Giang sinh bt diu that buén tham da két
thic that vui vé. Ci& vai ngay 6ng Coke lai dén
can ho 4p mai dé chiém ngudng cong viéc
may dong phuc ctia ba 130. Vao ngay truge
bém Thi¥ Musi Hai 1a dém Ba Vua di tham t4t
ca cac tré con, 6ng bao Cucho: “Ngay mai, khi
thire day, chdu hay dén khach san cta ong.
Ong ¢4 viét thu giri Ba Vua thong thai”

Cucho lam y nhu dugce dan. Ngay 6 thang
Giéng no tdi khach san cta 6ng Coke, 1én
thang 1au dén phong cta 6ng va thdy ong
ngudi Anh dang dgi nd, mat tuoi cuoi.

17

“Xem nay! Xem nay!”, 6ng ta ndi, va chi cho
Cucho nhitng gi ma Ba Vua da dem dén cho
né: mot cdi 4o len, vai cai quan nhung ké, mot

quan bo, mot do gid, mot doi giay va mot doi
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“Xem nay! Xem nay!”, 6ng ta ndi,

va chi cho Cucho nhirng gi ma Ba Vua
da dem dén cho nd.
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ung. Cung vdéi tat ca nhitng mén do, con cd
mot qua bong da thi thiét nira.

Ong Coke ndi giong nhu xin 16i: “Ong biét 1a
nhitng th\t 40 quan nay khong duge tinh xao
va dac biét nhu hang ctia ba Petroska, nhung
ching sé suwGi Am cho chau.”

Ong ngudi Anh goi ba 130 14 Petroska dé goi
nhé 6ng Petroski, nha thiét k€ thoi trang vi
dai cua Phap.

Cucho cam on thwgng dé 1a 6ng Coke
khung dén thé ma Ba Vua lai qua quan tam
dén nhirng gi 6ng ta ndi, bGi vi chwa bao gio
trong doi né ¢6 4o quan tot nhw nhirng thi
vura dugce cho.

Ngay hom sau, ky hoc lai bat diu, hoc tro ca
trai va gdi thdy Cucho dién that kéng, ching
héi Cucho chuyén gi da xay ra.

“0, ba minh bay gid 13 ngudi thiét ké trang
phuc cho nhém Moonlight Rockers,” Cucho
giai thich ma khong hé mong 16i minh néi gay
ra tdc dong gi dac biét 1én cac ban cung 16p.

Nhung tham chi nd khong co co hdi noéi
hét 16i gidi thich bdi that tinh ¢d nhiéu ban
cua ndé hAm md nhdém ca si nay ndng nhiét.
Trude Gidng sinh, Cucho khong hé nghe dén
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nhom nay vi né khéng c6 dai, khdng ¢ ti-vi,
khong c6 may ghi am cat-xét, nén nd dau co
dugc cap nhat chuyén am nhac. Nhung cac
tro khac thi han 13 dugce cip nhat, nhat 1a c6
nang gi-cling-biét Celia. Hin c6 bé hiy con
ty 4i vé chuyén Cucho da ra vé lanh lung khi
¢6 nang dé nghi bi€u banh cho ba nd, nhung
that ra chic ¢6 nang khong gian gi nhiéu 13m,
vi ¢6 da sbi ndi ndi vdi né:

“Ban may méin qua Cucho! Minh nghi nhém
ho that tuyét voi! Minh ¢d tat ci cic dia hat

cua ho.”

van dé 1a khi bon tré thdy Cucho dn mac
that kéng va va biét dugc ba né dang lam
viéc cho nhém nghé si ndi tiéng dén nhw vay,
ching khong hé nghi Cucho cé thé van con
can dén cac banh mi kep chiing da cung cap,
gitip hai ba chdu 16i vugt khé than ky trude
Giang sinh.

Thé nhung hai ba chdu van can cic banh
mi do vi sau bém Thi Mudi Hai cua dip Gidang
sinh, ba 130 di may xong déng phuc cho cac
ngdi sao nhac pop va mic du 6ng Coke tra
cong hau hi, Cucho di bit dau hiéu kha nhiéu
vé tién bac. N6 biét ring chi trong vong mot
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thang thoi, hai ba chdu sé can hét s6 tién
dang co.

Ong Coke tra tién hau hi vi khi cho céc
chang trai tré mac bo 4o quan mdi, 6ng biét 1a
vdéi trang phuc la thuwong 4y, nhém nhac pop
s& gay 4n twgng cye manh véi cong ching.

Cucho hét sirc ngac nhién khi ban nhac lai
¢6 thé thanh cong véi bo d6 nhu thé, vi ba
Petroska di do ni tdc cho ho bing mit, cho
nén moi th¥ déu nim & nhirng vi tri khi 1 la
ky. Va lai mét 14n nira, modi cdi 4o khodc déu
¢d tay 4o 1a nhirng 6ng quan dinh vao.

“That doc dao lam sao, thwa ba Petroska!”
ong Coke thot 1én that phin Khoi.

Nhung rb6i 6ng gom bon tré lai cung cac
nhac cu va dong phuc, va tat ca bon ho di
dén dao Canary, mét noi thoi thugng trong
mua dong. Nhdm Moonlight Rockers cd mot
s6 sO dién ¢ do. Piéu té nhat 13 ho mang ong
Antonio di theo dé day cho cdc chang nhac si
choi nhac t6t hon. Piéu nay c¢é nghia Cucho
va ba nd 1a nhitng nguwoi duy nhit con lai
trong nguyén ca tdoa nha. That buén lam sao!

Cucho di ra ph6 chg Plaza de Espania dé
xem co tim dugc 6ng Tom Hum khéng. Nguoi
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nd mudn tim qua nhién & dd, van tdc tai bu xu
va van twoi vui nhw 1€ thuong, véi quay hang
trai trén dat, bay mot s6 day chuyén, vong tay
va cac mon trang sirc khac. Gap lai Cucho 6ng
4y rat vui, 6ng xoa xoa bung, s6t sing du doan:

“Nao dé xem chu may gidu banh mi kep
tuyét voi dd ¢ dau! Chu may s€ giau 1én nho
ban banh dé!”

Cucho lac dau.

“C6 chuyén gi vay?”, 6ng Tom Hum rit ngac
nhién va hoi.

“Chau khong mang theo mot cdi banh nao
ca”, cau bé giai thich.

“Nhung tai sao khong kia chi¢? ba qua r6i,
Giang sinh da qua, canh sat dé yén cho ching
ta va da cd may ngusi ban hang khac hoi
tham vé chd em day!”

“Khi cdc ban & trudng thay chdu an van
dep dé dén thé, cac ban nghi chau khong can
banh nita, con chau thi ngai qua khong dam
hoi xin.”

“Chd4u néi dung, tréng chau banh 1dm,” 6ng
T6m Hum ndi, gio mdi chd y dén chi tiét do.
“N6i cho ta biét xem da cé chuyén gi xay ra
thé”
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Cucho ké cho 6ng ta nghe chuyén 6éng Coke
va két thic cau chuyén, né ndi nd tim 6ng
Toém Hum dé xem O6ng cd nghi ra cach nao
giip nd kiém dugc viéc 1am khong.

Ong To6m Hum rat lo 14ng vé tinh canh nay
vi 6ng khong thé nao nghi ra bat ky viéc lam
nao thich hgp cho mot thang bé 1én mudi. DU
sao 6ng ciing noi la 6ng sé ti€p tuc suy nghi.
Ong bao Cucho hdém sau trd lai, va Cucho da
lam y nhu thé.

Ong T6m Hum da suy nghi vé van dé dé
va bao Cucho: “Ta nghi ra duge ¢é moi mot
diéu 12 chdu cd thé gitp bac Ambrosio, bac ay
da dén thoi ky rat khé khan khi xoay x& mot
minh véi chiéc xe didy hang ctia bac.”

Bac Ambrosio ban keo. Bic ¢6 mdt quiy
nhoé ban hat hudng duong, hat dau phdng,
keo bo ciing, keo cam thao, keo hat hoi, keo
cao su, hat ddu mét cop, keo mut. Bic gia Iy
khuy va trong mua dong bac quan that nhiéu
mén quanh ngudoi dén ndi ngudi ta khé 1ong
nhin thiy bdc. Quiy cta bac 1a mdt chiéc xe
day nho c6 hai banh va hai chan. Bac dat xe
trede mat minh, 14y ra mdt chiéc ghé xép
bang g6, quian mén quanh ngudi réi doi tré
con dén mua hang. boi lic bac nga gat va vai
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dira tré biét duge thé nén 1gi dung co hoi ay
d€ 14y keo ma khong tra tién.

CO khi xe tréng téi nira s6 hang vi bac
khong con stk di téi cac cira tiém dé bo sung
hang mdi thay thé cho lwgng hang da ban di.

Cucho biét bac tir 1au 1Am réi, tir thud nd
bat dau biét an hat bong huéng duong, bdi vi
khu pho chg Espania rat gan nha né va né da
mua hat hwéng duong cua bac.

Cucho thdy dé nghi cua 6ng Tom Hum
khong hap din mAy vi né nghiém ra 1a trong
viéc lam an nghéo nan nhw viéc cua bac
Ambrosio, thi mét ngudi giup viéc nhuw né sé
ching kiém dugc bao nhiéu. Tuy nhién né
khong c¢6 sy Iwa chon nao khac nén dong y.

Ong Tom Hum dit né qua ché 6ng gia dang
ngo6i. MGi dau khong ¢é diu hiéu gi chimg téd
ong gia nghe thiy 16i giai thich ctia 6ng ban
dao téc dai ca, nhung chic 14 phai ¢é nghe vi
ong gia bao 6ng Tom Hum:

“Puge réi, né ¢ thé hang ngay gitip toi day
xe tGi diy va dem dep lai. NG ciing ¢6 thé dén
cac tiém mua hang cho t6i va canh chirng
khong cho bon tré con danh cip hang.”

Sau khi ndi mot trang dai nhw thé giong

Cucho — cgu bé hidu thao 55



Ong Tém Hum dit nd qua

ché 6ng gia dang ngoi.
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kho khe hen suyén, 6ng gia lai thut dau vao
trong may cai mén phu quanh minh nhw mét
cdi 1éu, nhw thé vira mdi chét. Nhung trong
gidy 14t 6ng bac lai tho dau ra va hdi 6ng ToOm
Hum:

“Thé néu chinh nd lai dn cip cua to6i thi
sao?”

“T6i bao dam 14 Cucho khong thé nao an
cap cua 6ng”, 6ng ToOm Hum dap.

Ong gia gat dau déng y vi 6ng ToGm Hum rat
dugce né nang quanh khu chg, réi 6ng lai thut
dau vao trong “can 1éu mén” ctia minh.

Cucho bit diu viéc 1Am mdi, 1am tat ca
nhirng gi ma ho da déng y vdi 6ng chu xe keo.
Vi budi sdng troi lanh nén Cucho chi dén don
bac Ambrosio lic mudi hai gio rudi, khi no ra
khoi nha dé di hoc.

Bac Ambrosio s6ng trong can ho taing hAm
trong mot con hém dau lung véi khu pho
chg. Bic ciing gilr cdi xe diy trong can ho
tang hAm nay. Bic chi dan cic tiém noi mua
hang va di téi d6 mua may thir 1at vat dé roi
bay bién 1én xe, day la viec ma Cucho thich
lam nhat. N6 thay noi dé that hdp dan, 1a noi
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ngudi ta ¢o thé mua bat ¥ mén gi nguodi ta cod
thé twdng twgng ra; ¢ nhiéu thit khac ngoai
nhitrng thit ma bac Ambrosio ban. Khi 16n 1én
Cucho mudn ¢é mdt cira hang y nhw vay. C6
nhirng thoi keo bo cing to khiing khiép, keo
cao su, tdi khoai tay lat chién gion, bip rang,
trdi 6-liu, dwa hanh, dua chudt, thuce sy la bat
Ky thit gi ban ¢6 thé nghi ra.

Pén nam gio, Cucho tan twdng, va doé 1a Iic
né dén giup O6ng gia ban keo, roi sau dé dua
ong vé nha.

Vao thit Bay, Chu nhat, khi khéng dén
truong, Cucho ¢ sudt ngay bén bac ban keo.
D6 1a khoang thoi gian hai bac chau ban dugce
nhiéu hang nhat vi khu chg déng nguoi, nhat
1a khi troi cé ning 4m. Vé khoan nay thi hai
bac chau rat may man vi thang Giéng do troi
ning 4m va bac Ambrosio thAm chi con d4m
16 dau ra khoi mén dé sudi Am cai mat luc nao
ciing lanh nhuw bang gid cua bac. Hé khi cd
anh mat troi 1a bac ndi bac thay rat vui. Cucho
cling thay vui vi né da hoc duwgc cach quan ly
quiy hang. Hai bac chdu buon ban kha hon vi
gio day Cucho cho tang gia vai mén hang ma
bdc Ambrosio da dang tri dé gid qua thap.

Du thanh cong hon nhung 6ng gia tra cong
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Cucho rét it, va khong cung mot khoan tién.
C6 khi 6ng cho Cucho hai mwoi 1am dong pe-
seta, ¢4 khi nhiéu hon mot chuit; thik Bay va
Cht nhat thi duge mdt tram dong. Tuy thé,
Cucho khong than phién vi nd biét viéc ban
buén nay rat nghéo nan. Du thé nao di nira,
Cucho van th4y thich vi c6ng viéc nay lam
no cam thay minh nhue mot ngudi ban hang
quan trong, ¢6 quay riéng cua riéng minh, y
nhu 6ng Tom Hum va nhirng nguoi khac vay.
biéu nd ban khoan nhat 14 phai dé ba ¢ nha
mot minh gan nhw sudt ca ngay. Thé nhung
Cucho khong thdy con bat ky giai phdp nao
vi 1& cOng tién may dong phuc con lai tir 6ng
Coke vdi tién né dang kiém dugce hién gio, it
nhit nd cling mua duwge sita ba can, chut it
banh mi, dau 1ang va dau xanh. Cling may ma
ba Petroska 1a dau bép cuye gidi, co thé ché ra
cidc mén ham tuyét hao tir bat i nguyén liéu
nao.

Thang Hai troi d6 lanh khing khiép véi
gi6é va tuyét, va ngay no khi Cucho dén dén
bac Ambrosio, bac ndi bac khong thé ra khoi
giwrong duge vi toan than dau budt. Ngay k&,
Cucho lai dén va thdy bac van trong tinh trang
dd. Ngay thi ba, Cucho néi néu badc Ambrosio
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mudn, nd sé ty minh dem xe ra va lo viéc ban
budn.

T trong d6ng mén, bac Ambrosio ghé méit
nhin ra va du 12 nim givong, tiéng bac van
khan duc y nhu khi bac ban hang & ngoai troi,
bGi can ho tang hAm cua bac rat lanh va rat
4m th4p. Bac nhin Cucho chim chap réi noi:
“Mu6n lam gi thi 1am, nhéc con.”

Nhu viy ching khic ndo bac cho phép
Cucho dem xe ra vi biét Cucho khong phai ké
an cap. Bing chitng 12 ngoai xe, bac con dua
tién gidu dudi ném cho Cucho dé mua hang &
cac ctra tiém.

K€ tir ngay 4y, cudc s6ng cua Cucho bién
d6i han.

Vi miy ngay sau bac ban keo van khong ra
khai giwong ndi, Cucho phai quan xuyén moi
mat trong chuyén lam an.

M6i dau Cucho mua nhirng thi y nhw bac
Ambrosio da mua: hat hwéng duong, hat dau
phdng, keo bo cing, keo cam thao, keo hat
hoi, keo cao su, hat ddu mit cop va keo muit.
Nhung sau moét thoi gian, Cucho nhan thay
bon tré con ciing thich keo que, keo cao su,
khoai tay chién va dat biét 1a nhitng tAm anh
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Ong Tém Hum gitp nd dung quay
cho tuwom tat.
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mau dé suu tap; va thé 14 Cucho méG rong
viéc 1am an. Vi xe day khong dia chd cho céc
mat hang mdi, Cucho déng thém mdy thanh
g6 vao xe dé tao thanh mai hién treo cai goi,
phong bi dyng &nh mau va ca mdt vai quyén
truyén tranh cii. Ong Tdém Hum gitp né dyng
quay cho tuom tat.

Chiéc xe diy ciing kha luém thudém vi trong
mot thoi gian dai, bAc Ambrosio chi ¢d thé
lam duge modi mot chuyén kéo 1é né di, khong
con stre d€ hang say stra sang cho hoan chinh.
Nhu vay ¢6 nghia Cucho ¢ thé tan trang rat
nhiéu thi¥, gém ca viéc dung man ctra cii ma
ba nd cit nho lai cho ding kich thude dé
Cucho che di hai cai banh xe 1am quiy trong
XAu xi.

Tan trang lai cé nghia la Cucho ban dugc
nhiéu hang hon. T6i t6i, Cucho mang tién
kiém duge vé cho badc Ambrosio, méi 1an gap
bac 1a Cucho lai thdy bac yéu thém, du vay
bdc van hoan toan minh man va nhan ra dugc
cau bé 1a ngusi budn ban gidi nhu thé nao.
biéu d6 khién bac ndi:

“Nay chdu, khi bac con nim liét givdng, ta
chia lgi tirc lam do6i, nAm muoi-nam muoi.”

Xong 6ng nhin sttng cau bé vé nghi ngo, va
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ndi thém: “Nhung dirng manh tam ddy, vi hé
mua xuan tdi thi ta s€ lai ditng day duogc trén

]

do6i chan cua ta day.

“Chac chin bac sé dirng day duge ma”, chd
bé chi biét dap co thé.

Tir ngay 4y tré di, moi t6i Cucho trinh bac
khoan chi thu gom s6 tién dung mua hang va
s6 tién ban dugc; phan doéi ra chia cho hai
nguoi. BAc Ambrosio theo doi sat khoan chi
thu va hang hai gom phan tién ctia minh lai vi
ong 130 khon khé thiy vui hon nhiéu khi c¢6
chut tién dé nhét dudi ném. Bac thwong hay
bao Cucho: “PGi vdi ké dau bénh thi khong cd
thi thudc gi t6t hon mdt xap tién day cOp.”

Cucho khong rd y bdc mudn ndi gi. NG cAm
14y phan ctia minh, va du ¢4 khi chi it thoi,
khoang nam muoi dong, lai ¢c6 nhitng ngay
Chu nhat khoang tién tang 1én dén nam tram
dong. Thé 1a mot 14n nira can hd 4p mai trén
dwong Moon lai khé gia ra, bdi vi khoan tién
4y, hai ba chdu ¢4 thé an uéng kha twom tat.

VGi sy viéc xay ra nhw thé, Cucho phai ngung
dén truong vi quan xuyén viéc budén ban mat
rat nhiéu thi gio. PG 1a 1y do tai sao Cucho sg
mat via khi mot ngay no nd thinh linh phai déi
mat vGi thay hiéu treéng Anselmo. Thay cd vé
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hét sitc buye doc va 1dc mat hon bao gid khac.
Khong chao héi gi ca, thay Anselmo thét:

“Cho t6i biét tai sao em lai khong di hoc?”

LAn nay thiy gian dir that sy. Cucho sg 1am
va lo 1ang chuyén nay thiy sé khong ngudi
giAn nhu trude nira, vi nd biét ro khong di
hoc 1A mot viée rat nghiém trong. Rat nhiéu
1an Cucho nghe thay Anselmo nai tré con dira
nao khong di hoc khi con nho roi sé vao tu
khi 16n 1én. P4 1a 1y do tai sao Cucho 14p bap
ngay y dau tién chgt dén trong dau né dé ty
veé.

“S6 1a... sO 1a... bAc Ambrosio bénh nang va
néu em khong thay bac trong chirng quay
hang thi bac sé khong cé gi ma an a”

“Vay ban Ambrosio 1a ai thé ha?”, thay hiéu
trudng hoi, cang gian dit hon. “Ching phai ba
em mdi la khong khoe sao?”

“Da phai... da phai, ding la ba em ciling bi
bénh nira”, Cucho ndi If nhi véGi giong yéu Gt
vi gi0 thi cu ciu sg chét khiép.

“Cha, that hét biét! Gia dinh em la that!
Ba thi khéng khode, bac thi bénh. Trong nha
khong con ai khde va xoay x& duge a?”
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Thay Amselmo 1Am vao tinh hu6ng r6i tung
ca lén vi thay nghi bac Ambrosio 1a bac rudt
cua Cucho. Cucho khéng ddm hé rang giai
thich 1am 1an dé nén néd im ti€ng, s¢ thay
Amselmo khoéng dgi cho dén khi né 16n ma
bat nd vao tu luén bay gio.

Chéng nhitng né khoéng né thém tiéng nao
ma nude mét lai lung trong, vi né chua quén
16i hu doa cua ba 1lang giéng vé viéc téng ba
no vao nha dudng lao.

Thay Amselmo stra lai cap kinh trén séng
mi; luc do thay thay dugce sy dau khé cua
chui nhdce, ben déi giong.

“Khéng sao... khéng sao... dé xem chung
ta c¢é cach nao thoat ra khoi khé khan nay
khong... Em nghi 1a em s€ phai nghi hoc trong
bao lau?”

“Bac Ambrosio ndi 1a hé mua xuin tGi thi
bac sé lai ding day dugc trén doi chan cua
béc 4y a.”

Cach ndi nay ciia cau bé 1am thay Amselmo
bat cudi, thiy ndi: “O, thay hy vong 1a bac em
dung vé chuyén dé. Thoi dugce réi, du thé nao
di nira, dé cho em khdng bi thua kém ban beé
qua xa, thiy sé cit mot ban trong 16p em dén
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mang tat cd nhitng bai tap phai 1Am. Y nhuw
vay t6t chir ha?”

“Da, thwa thay t6t,” Cucho dap, rat cam
dong vdéi dién bién.

“Vay 14 em phai ty 1am bai mdt minh roi
mang vao truong cho thay sira. Ci¢ chon ngay
thir Bay nhé. Tinh nhu vay dugce khong?”

“Da dwoc.”

Thinh linh thdy Amselmo li€éc mat theo kiéu
dang sg va lai 1én con gian dir:

“Quy tha ma bat! CAm bing ta dén nha em
dé day riéng cho em r6i con gi!”

Nhung lic dé 4nh méit thiy cham vao may
thanh keo bo cléng va thay diu xu6ng, hoi
Cucho:

“M4y cdi ny gid bao nhiéu?”
“Hai mwoi 1am dong a.”

Thay 14y mot cdi cho con trai thay. Khoi
phai ndi, thay ciing phai chon 14y mot thit cho
con gdi thiy. Cha cha! Em cé mot tuyén hang
rat tot, du cac thit trén quiy cia em. Em nghi
thay nén 14y moén gi cho con gdi thay?”

“Con gdi thay mdy tudi réi a?”, Cucho hoi
vGi vé rat chuyén nghiép.
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“Tam.
“Em 4y co swu tap anh mau khong a?”

“Co, thay nghi la ¢ day.”

“Thé thi thay 14y miy phong bi nay cho em

va..”, Cucho can than ndi thém, “mot it keo

cao su.”

Thay Hiéu trueéng nhat nhat nghe 16i Cucho,
mua nhirng gi Cucho goiy. Nhung khi thay tra
tién ciu bé khong mudn nhan. Thay hét sire
tw trong, nghiém nghi giai thich: “Thiy khong
thé nhan qua ctia hoc tro thay dugc. by, hay
cam 14y tién.”

Cucho khéng thé 1am gi khac, danh phéi
vang 1oi.

ROi thay Hiéu truéng chao tir gid, nhung
khi vira budce chan di, thay xoay lai hoi Cucho:
“Cap kinh thay dua cho em ¢4 giup ich gi
dugce cho ba em khéng?”

“Da dugc, thura thiy; thay xem may cai rém
day nay; ba em lam déy a.”

“Chung dep 1am, rat dep. Puge diy - thay
vui lAm.”

Luc dé troi bat dau dé tuyét. Lat ¢S 4o banh
td 1én dé che chin cho minh, thdy Amselmo
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budce di. Thiy cling quin khan quang c¢6 cho
chat thém va dung mdt dau khan che miéng.
Vi khi dé thiy khong noi duge, thay vay tay
tlr gid Cucho. Ciu bé ngac nhién khi biét ra
mot nguoi 16n tudi nhw thé lai ¢d dira con
gai nho nhu vay. N6 nghi dira tré nao c6 mot
ngudi cha nhw thé han phai may min hon né
r6i. Nhung r6i nd lai nghi, chic gi né cé dugce
ngudi ba nhuw ba cida minh. Vay tinh chung,
thé 1a hué, nhu nhau ca thoi.

Ngay ké dd, Cucho 14y lam ti€c ré khong
dén treong dugce vi tuyét roi suét dém va
thanh phé Madrid thire gidc chgt thady minh
dugce phtt mét chi€c mén tuyét day tuyét dep.
Cucho con nhd vai tran tuyét d6 trong doi,
nhung diéu né khong bao gid quén 1a khoang
thoi gian tuyét diéu ma nd ludn cé duge mdi
khi troi dé tuyét, vdi tro choi banh tuyét trong
truong.

N6 chdp nhan hoan canh va cat budc vé
phia can hd tang hAm ctia bac Ambrosio, vira
di vira choi tro choi banh tuyét véi chinh
minh. Chi méi ¢é vai nguoi trén duong pho
va khu phd chg Espania ving tanh ving ngat.
Cucho vo nhitng hon banh tuyét that tron,
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nén that chat vi nhim vao cot dén ma choi.

Thé réi vai thing nhé ma né chua hé gip
mat, ca thay ba dira, bat ddu ném banh tuyét
vao Cucho. N6 chéng tra that tai tinh, nhung
sau mot Iuc né phai bé chay, vi khéng cd gang
tay nén tay né té céng dén ndi khong con
cam thay gi.

Khi dén nha bac Ambrosio, Cucho go cira,
nhung ctra ¢t dong im im du cho Cucho hét
to: “Bac Ambrosio oi, chau day ma!” N6 lu6n
lam vay vi bac Ambrosio chi m& ctra cho
ngudi ndo bac quen biét ma thoi, bing cich
kéo sgi day budc vao then cira dé bac khoi
can phai ra khoéi giwong.

Cucho lai hét thém nira valuc d6 6ng Roman
budc ra. Ong 1a thg déng gidy - mot ngudi lun
hay ¢4 thé chi 1a rat nhé ngudi thoi — ¢é mot
can phong ngay canh can hd tang ham cuia
bac Ambrosio, va stra gidy trong dé. Ong la
ban than cua bac ban keo va biét Cucho vi da
thay no lui t&i noi nay.

“Bac Ambrosio dugc dem di nha thuong
dém qua roi”

Cucho khong néi gi vi nd khong biét phai
lam gi trong tinh canh nhu thé.
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Ong Iun dau khé va tiép tuc gidi thich: “Bac
4y tré bénh nang va gan nhu khong thé dugce.
May ma toi goi xe civru thuwong ché néu khong
bac 4y co thé chét trén tay chung ta ngay tai
day!”

Ong gidi thich thém vé can bénh clia bac
Ambrosio, nhung Cucho khéng hiéu dugc
nhitng diéu 6ng ndi. Khi 6ng lun ngung ndi,
chu bé xoay minh budc di.

“Vay ngay mai chdu sé trd lai xem bac 4y ¢co
kha hon khong.”

Ong 1un 1ic dAu tuyét vong.

“Bénh tinh cua bac Ambrosio khéng xong
trong vai ngay hay ca mot thang dau. Chuyén
nay sé kéo dai 1am. Khong biét bac ta cé trg
vé dugce khong nira day...”

“Da béc 4y c¢6 ndi vdi chdu 1a hé mua xuan
dén bac sé lai ding virng trén doéi chan cia
bac thoi” Cucho giai thich.

“P4 1a diéu ai cling mong co duge: khoe
khodn va sung strc trd lai khi mua xuan dén..”
Cucho khong biét néi gi thém, nén mot 1an
nira né xoay minh budce di. LAn nay 6ng thg
giay kéu no lai.
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“Nay, nghe nay! Chau khong 14y cdi xe theo

sao?”

Chu bé nhun vai; né khong biét 6 nén dem
theo hay khong, nhung 6ng thg déng giay
bdo nd cir mang di roi tinh toan cdc khoan
chi tiéu v6i bac Ambrosio khi bac tré vé - néu
bac trd ve.

T ngay do tré di Cucho ¢é mo hinh lam viéc
mdi, bdi 1€ dém dé nd tré lai can ho tAng hAm
dé gri lai chiéc xe thi nd thay moi thit déu khda
kin - ngay ca tiém stra giay cua 6ng Roman. Vi
khong lwong trude 1a phai dé xe ngoai dudng,
diéu duy nhat Cucho cé thé 1a mang xe vé nha
va dé xe ngay phia trong ctra truGe.

Ngay hom sau Cucho ké 1ai moi chuyén cho
ong Tom Hum nghe va 6ng 4y nghi 1a Cucho
da hanh dong rat khon ngoan. Dudng nhu vdi
Cucho thi sau ba nd, ngudi nd yéu nhat trén
doi 1la 6ng TOm Hum, du né khéng ndi ra cho
ai bi€t ca.

b6 1a vi ngay sau khi Cucho dam duwong quay
ban keo, 6ng ban dao téc dai doi quay cua
ong vai tat ca cac do trang sire dén bén xe va
huéng din chu bé nhirng gi chu cAn phai lam.

Ong TOm Hum cé moét ¢6 ban gdi. Cucho
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Ong Tém Huim va Malena - ban gdi 6ng -
thuong bao riang ba Petroska

12 dau bép gidi nhat thé gidi.

72 José Luie Olaigola



thdy c6 x4u xi 1dm, nhung nd ciing rat thich
cO. CO6 hay quanh quan & do6 dé gilp ban trai
ban hang.

Bon ho tré nén than thi€t véi nhau nén
¢4 nhiéu t6i, sau khi da dep quiy, moi ngusi
cung vé an tdi & dwong Moon, 6ng Tom Hum
va Malena - ban gdi 6ng - thudng bao ring
ba Petroska 1a dau bép gidi nhat thé gidi. Ho
két luAn nhw thé vi bGi thike an thuwong ngay
cta 6ng To6m Hum thudng chi cé banh mi kep
doi, so v&i mon dé thi mén ham cta ba Cucho
chic chin 1A tuyét hao.

M6t hom 6ng Tom Hum di cing Cucho dén
tham 6ng Roman, thg dong giay, dé 6ng lun
khong nghi 1a Cucho da dem xe trén mat. Hai
nguoi dén nha vao mot téi, du tiém giay dong
ctra nhung 6ng Tom Hum biét noi tim 6ng
Roman vi 6ng ching la gi nhitng ngudi 1am
viéc quanh khu chg Espania. Vi vy 6ng biét
la 6ng Iun sé ¢ trong quan ruwgu gan dé nhw
thuong 1€.

Hai nguoi tim thdy ong thg giay khi 6ng nay
dang trong tAm trang rat vui vé; 6ng ta dong y
vdi tat ca nhitng gi ho trinh bay. Ho giai thich
12 ho dang gittr cho biac Ambrosio phan tién
cuia bac. Khi ho ndi dén diéu déd, 6ng thg giay
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ngung cudi va roi nude mét vi dng da hoi say,
va 6ng bit dau néi cho ho biét 1a bic Ambrosio
s€ khong bao gio ra khoi bénh vién nira.

K&t qua la Cucho ti€p tuc chinh thirc quan
xuyén xe hang. DU sao thi dé ciing 1a mét cong
viéc buén ban dang hoang ma bac Ambrosio
da duge thanh ph6 cip gidy phép cho ban
trén heé phd, cho nén ngay cé trong thoi gian
1& Gidng sinh 6ng ciling khong thé bi dudi di.
Vay nén 6ng Tom Hum giai thich cho Cucho
biét 1a nd phai tra tién cho canh sat dé gia
han gidy phép va tranh bi mét vi tri hgp phap
cua no.

Vién canh sat thanh ph6 khoéng chut ngac
nhién khi thay Cucho dén déng tién gidy phép
bdi 6ng ta nghi Cucho l1a chau ndi cua bac
Ambrosio. Ong ta lai con néi: “T6i hy vong 1a
ong cua em nhanh chdng binh phuc.”

“Cam on nhiéu 1dm,” Cucho dap lai, cAu bé
da nhanh chdng hiéu dugc 1a khong nén néi
nhiéu hon nhirng gi that can néi.

Ngay tir Itic Cucho bat ddu dem xe vé dé
trong nha dudong Moon, ba né lién dat ké
hoach lam cho chiéc xe sdng sua ra, vi ba
hét sitc hao hitng véi cong viée ctia chdu ba.
Xuéng thang 14u va véi chan khap khiéng nhw
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chan ba thi chuyén doé hét sitc khé khan. Khi
ba mudn trd 1én, 6ng TOHm Hum va ban gai
ong khiéng ba 1én, bdi vi Malena, ngoai viéc
x4u xi va rat dang yéu, con cuc khoe.

Ba Petroska trang tri xe vGi chat liéu mau
sdc sac s& va thém vao mai hién mdt duong
diém mau tring pha dé dé cic mon hang bay
trén doé khong bi wdt khi troi muwa. Chic 6ng
Coke thay cdi mai hién that la lung nay 1a sé
mé ngay.

QuAy xe hang tré nén bat méit dén ndi ngay
Chuti nhat tré em xép hang dé mua. Ngay no,
trong day xép hang chg, con ai khac hon la
Celia - Celia c6 nang gi-cling-biét. Cucho
ngac nhién dén do ca ngudi. Co bé néi: “Chao
Cucho, cong viéc thé nao? Ban thé nao?”

Vé phan minh, Cucho béi khong ra mot
diéu dé noi.

C6 vé nhu ¢6 nang khong dén mua gi ca ma
chi dén nhin xem, cho nén cu cau quyét dinh
khong mang tGi co6 ma tiép tuc ban hang cho
cac tré khac. Tdi luc khéng con khach hang
nao nira, Celia ndi: “Ban trang tri quiy xinh
qua!”

Vi Celia hay mang giong ké ca nén 16i khen
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néng nhiét mdi diu ching gay 4n tugng gi
vGi Cucho. Réi né dé y thady guong mat c6 bé
va quyét cd 18 cbd ndi that bdi vi mit c6 ngoi
sang vdi niém phan khich. Bing cd 1a c6 tiép

ke

tuc ndi: “Ban may man qua

Co6 vé ky quac khi c¢6 con gdi cia chu tiém
banh nhit hang trong quan lai say mé quay xe
ban keo rong.

“Nay, néu minh la ban,” Celia ti€p tuc ndi,
“minh s& ban thém ca bup bé, dong hé deo
tay, xau vong deo tay...”

Va r6i ching cin hoi phép Cucho, ¢6 nang
bat dau sip xép lai vai mén hang cho gon ghé
hon. CO thich thd dén ndi ching nhin dén
Cucho ma chi lo nhin quay hang thoi. Vé phan
minh, Cucho nhin c6 nang chong choc vi la
¢0 bé xinh nhat ma né thay trong su6t doi nd.
Ngoai ra c6 an mac ciing that dep, mac du no
14y 1am ngac nhién khi thdy ngay Chii nhat ma
c6 lai mang theo cap di hoc.

Mbi khi ¢é mot diva nho ghé dén mua hang,
cOd dirng do thich thu xem Cucho phuc vu va
nhin nd thu tién; nhung day 1a tién that, khong
phai 1a nhirng mau gidy ma c6 phai gia bd cho
1a tién khi choi trd ban hang véGi cdc ban.
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“Phai chi cha minh cho phép, minh c¢6 thé
ban hang trong tiém banh, y nhu ban vay.”

Cucho nhd ¢6 bé da ndi y nhu thé vao dip
Giang sinh khi ¢6 mudén cho Cucho mot cai
banh dé€ biéu ba nd.

Cucho lya 16i néi: “U, nhung cha ban mudn
ban thanh luat su hay bac si ma.”

CO bé gat dau budn ba.

Cucho an ui: “Kia, lam bac si hay luat suw
cling dau qua té”

Nhung né thdy chuyén nay 1am c¢6 bé budn
qua dén ndi nén no ¢ dé mac cho cd tdy may
cidc mén hang trén xe, diéu ma né khéng bao
gio cho phép ai khac lam.

ROi dén diéu ngac nhién khi c6 bé giai thich:

“Nay, minh dén dé trao cho ban nhirng bai

tap ma ching ta dang phailam. ThAy Amselmo
bao minh mang dén.”

ROi khong giai thich gi thém, c6 bé mé cap
va 16i ra mot chong gidy.

“Thé... sao lai 1a ban...? Sao thay 4y lai bao
ban?”, Cucho v6 cling ngac nhién, 1ap bap hoi.

“Thi, tai vi minh...”

C6 bé ma do rng va khong ddm ndi gi thém,
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... d6i khi Cucho ngbi tai ché lo 1lam bai

trong khi Celia ban rén ban hang & quay.
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bdi cd qua mic ¢& khéng thé bao Cucho 1a c6
ditng nhat 16p. Nhung sy that 14 thé va dé 1a
1y do vi sao thAy Amselmo da ctr c6 dén dé cit
nghia bai tap cho chu bé nghéo kém may man
¢4 qua nhiéu ba con dau yéu nay.

Pung 14 c6 bé cit nghia bai tap that tét - t6t
hon ¢6 gido & treong nhiéu - va khi Cucho
lam trat, c6 ndi gian va la 4: “Troi oi, dirmg c6
ngdc qua vay! BO ban khong hiéu gi hét sao?”

Cucho sung sudng khi cd bé la miang nd
nhu vay vi né hiéu ra that 1a sai 1am khi bao
riang c6 bé phdch 16i, bon tré khic noi thé
chang qua vi ching ganh ty vdi ¢ thoi.

Thé nén, ban dém khi vé nhi, Cucho ging
hét sirc 1am bai tap dé Celia vui 10ng.

Mdi dau Celia chi dén vao cac ngay thir By
va Cha nhat nhung r6i ¢6 dén mdi ngay, vi
nhu thé bai tap khong don (¢ 1ai. Ngay bay gio
dai ra vi sip dén mua xuan. Thé nén doi khi
Cucho ngéi tai cho lo 1am bai trong khi Celia
ban roén ban hang & quay.

Nhitng lic dd, Cucho - gio da 1én muoi mot
tudi - thay doi nd khong thé ¢ gi vui hon thé
dugec.

Celia thi dugc lam theo y ¢6 bé va hai dia

Cucho — cgu bé hidu thao 79



bat didu ban bup bé nhd, kén loa, ddng hé deo
tay, phu hiéu va béc tham tring thudng.

Ong TOm Hum va c¢6 Malena rit ngac nhién
khi thay c6 gai an van sang ca nhu thé lai ban
nhitng th\¢ nhw thé tai quiy hang ven duong.
Ong Tom Hum bio Cucho: “P4 1a tai né yéu
chdu! NJ chiu chdu réi, nhéc oi”

Cucho khdng thiy nhirng 10i bong dua nhw
thé hay hém chiit nao. Malena biét vay ding
ra bao vé no: “Pé yén cho né di. Ching no la
ban than cuia nhau, vay thoi. Du sao thi c6 bé
cling giip nd lam bai tap & trudng ma.”

TAt cd moi ngudi hanh phic vé cung, ba
cting thé. Ba ¢4 thé dung giy 1én xudng thang
lau du rat 1A chAm chap. Nhu thé ¢d nghia 1a
ba ¢d thé di chg, vi ltic nay 6ng T6Hm Hum va
ban gdi thwong dén dung bira vdi hai ba chau;
ho khong dén an chye ma thudng mang theo
rugu khai vi hodc mon trang miéng, tham chi
cd khi dem dén toan bo thic an cho modt bira.

Nhwng mdt budi chiéu, chinh xdc 12 ngay 21
thang Ba, 1a ngay diu xuan, 6ng Roman thg
giay xuit hién méit dim 1&, nhuw thé dia qua
chén, va ndi: “Bac Ambrosio qua doi roi”

Cucho rat that vong vi sy viéc xdy ra hoan
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toan trai nguwgce véi diéu ma bac Ambrosio da
dy dodn. Bac da ndi ring dén mua xuin bac
sé khd hon, thé ma béc lai chét di. N6 nghi ra
duwge mot diéu va néi ra: “vay ching ta lam gi
vdi tién ctia bac?”

Cucho cd y nghi nay la vi mot thang qua
trong khi 6ng cu ndm nha thuong, cu ciu da
dé riéng phan ntra tién kiém dugc va gidu &
mot noi ma chi ¢d ba va nd biét thoi. Téng
cOng tdi gio da 1én chin ngan dong peseta.

Malena néi nho vao tai Cucho la khong nén
ndi vé tién bac cia nguoi vira mdi qua doi vi
nhu thé 1a khong lich sy. ROi quay sang 6ng
Roman thg giay, c6 iy néi: “Toi rat ti€c, 6ng
Roman. Ching t6i bi€t 6ng 1a ban chi than
ctia 6ng 4y va hin 14 6ng budn 1dm khi 6ng 4y
qua doi. Chiing t6i vo cung budn ba khi nghe
tin nay.”

Cucho rat ngac nhién khi biét Malena dau
x6t trude cai chét ciia bac Ambrosio vi ¢o 4y
c6 quen biét bac 4y diu. Chinh né con khong
c6 cam giac gi dat biét hét vi né khéong hé
¢6 khai niém ro rang vé chuyén da xay ra. NO
hiéu nguoi ta chét 1a thé nao, nhung trong
truong hgp bac Ambrosio ma né nhé lic nao
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cling quin trong mén nhu thé s6ng trong céi
1éu, né van cam gidc 14 cé bao gid bac that
séng diu, cho nén nd hinh dung céi chét chic
phai dén véGi bac that dé dang.

Ong thg gidy cAm on Malena vé 10i chia
buodn va roi moi ngudi cung yén lang mot Iuic.
Chinh 6ng T6m Hum pha v& su im 1ang do:

“Nhung thing bé néi dung. Minh phai 1am
gi véi tién cua bac ay?”

Ong Iun cuwodi ric rich mdt cach hoi ngu
xuin va ndi: “Biy gio thi tién dé khong cé 1oi
ich gi cho ta phai khong?”

Bing giong nghiém trang, Malena van
lai: “Minh c6 thé tra tién cho tang 1& va cau
nguyén cho linh hén bac ay.”

Ong Roman 14y nghiém trang va néi 1a 6ng
nghi y ki€n do hay.

CO Malena diéu khién moi viéc, va hai ngay
sau d¢ tang 1& dugc cr hanh tai nha tho dia
phuong, dy 1& chi ¢cé 6ng ToGm Hum, ban gdi
ong, 6ng tho giay, Cucho va mot ngudi dan
Oong ma sau nay ho biét 1a chdu goi 6ng cu qua
cd 1 bac. Cha c¢6 1am 1& da gia 1Am va c6 thé
ndi 1a Cha bi€t bac Ambrosio kha rd vi nhirng
gi Cha ndi trong bai thuyét gidng déu diing
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vGi sy that ca. Thi du Cha néi ring 6ng 1o
da 1am cho rat nhiéu tré em dwge hanh phuc
bang cich ban gid that th4p. biéu nay hoan
toan dung va luong tAm Cucho bt diu cin
rit vi viée dau tién nd da lam khi dam trach
viéc ban buodn 1a ting gid tat ca moi thit.

Khi ra khoi nha tho, 6ng thg giay gidi thiéu
cd nhdm vdi ngudi chau ho ké qua cd. Ong
tho gidy vira gidi thich vira nic cuc, khong
vi thwong tAm ma vi 6ng ¢é théi quen xau la
uong rugu vang khong dung lic trong ngay:
“That tinh nguoi dan 6ng nay, tén la Jeronimo,
1a nguoi thira ké ctia bac Ambrosio, nén chau
¢6 thé ndi véi anh ta chuyén tién nong.”

Jeronimo 14 mot ga tu6i d6 ba muoi, rau
tdc gan day khong cao got, khodc mot cdi 4o
mua cl ky.

Chuyén tién nong chang phai thio luan dai
dong chi vi 6ng Tom Hum thdy nhe nhdm khi
biét 1a bac Ambrosio ¢é nguoi thira ké; thé
nén khong can lam thém gi nita ca, ho kéo
nhau tdi dwong Moon va trao anh ta chin
ngan dong.

Ong TO6m Hum mudn tinh todn khoan chi
thu véGi anh ta nhung cé vé khong can thiét
nira vi vira thdy m@ tién nhiéu dén c& ndo, méit
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hin sdng 1én, hin chop 14y va bién di, khong
kip durng lai mdt chiit dé ndi 161 cam on.

Cong viéc lam an van tién hanh nhv trude
day, vdi su cong tac quy gia cua Celia.

Khong nhitng c6 bé giup Cucho ban hang,
ma con giip nd thi dau bang duge cudc thi
cudi nam, vi khéng c¢é ngay nao c6 khong
mang bai tip dén, cit nghia cho Cucho
nhirng gi ca I1&p da hoc va cuong quyét bit nd
phai hoc hét tat ca bai vé. Thém nira, bay gio
hai dira 1A doi ban chi thAn dén mirc Celia co
thé mang Cucho 14 d6 ngdc, dau ba dau, mat
tri, thAm chi nhirng tir té hai hon néu Cucho
khong hoan thanh bai tap xuit sic. Sy that
l1a rd rang Celia khéng hgm hinh chit nao va
Cucho khéng muén c¢6 bé nghi né ngu do6t
nén nd nd lyc 1am bai cho ¢d bé con nhiéu
hon héi né di hoc & treong. Trong tinh canh
nhu thé, mot ngay no cd bé xuat hién véi 14
thw Anselmo gtri cho Cucho. Thw viét thé nay:

“Ban mén,

Thay nghe ndi vé cdi chét ctia bac em,
cau mong bdc yén nghi va thay chia sé ndi
buén ctia em.
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Thay hiéu duoc 1a trong hoan canh dé
em phai tiép tuc quan xuyén quay hang
va sé khong thé quay tré vé truong duoc
nhw em da dur tinh. Mién 1a em ctt tiép tuc
lam bai tap nhw em dang lam thi khong
phdi lo lang chi, vi bai em lam rat tot. Thay
luén stra cdc bai tap cho em. Ngoai ra
Celia c6 ndi cho thay biét la em rat giang
strc hoc tat ca bai vé. Cudi nam thay sé
cho em bai thi ngan va thay tin chac em
sé thi dau duorc.

Than mén,

Thay Amselmo”

Cucho sung swéng mudn té xiu vi cé bao gio
no twdng twong ndi chinh thay Hiéu trudng
viét thu kéu nd 1a “Ban mén”, va thay con di xa
t&i mire ndi 1a nd cb thé thi diu ma tham chi
khong hé tGi truong. Pa biét bao 14n Cucho
nghe thay ndi tré con khong dén truong két
cudc sé vao tu thoi!

That 12 mot mua xuan tuyét diu va troi am
dan 1én dén dd ndng birc. Celia bén ndi: “Théat
ly twéng néu minh ¢4 thé ban kem, Viéc lam
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an s€ kha ra vi kem. Cha t& ludén noi: “Khong
co gi tuyét diéu nhu kem.”

Hai dira héi 6ng Tom Hum nghi sao va ong
lic dau: “Khoéng thé duge. Mudn ban kem
phai cd gidy phép dac biét. Cdc chau phai yén
phan ban keo thoi”

Du Cucho con rat tré va khong hiéu ly do
tai sao, nhung né nhan ra ring 6ng ban cta
né dang trong tAm trang u siu va lo sg. Cucho
cling ngac nhién tir khi bAc Ambrosio qua ddi
n6 khong phai chia tién ra lam doi ntra. Vi thé
no hoi 6ng ban tdc dai: “Chd Tom Hum oi,
tién chdu kiém dwgce phai l1am sao day? Bay
gio quiy hang thudc vé ai?”

Ong ToOm Hum dap vdéi giong byc boi trong
thay: “Chinh chdu tra tién gidy phép phai
khong? VAy thi quay nay 1a ctia chdu,” nhung
ong suy nghi mot Iic r6i nd thém, “nhung du
thé nao nira cting khoéng duwge bdo canh sat 1a

N

bac Ambrosio chét roi day.
Malena ciing c6 vé lo 1ang.

Nhung Cucho va Celia lai rat vui va cang
ngay cang ban dwgce nhiéu hang hon, vi that
nhiéu tré con tir treong hoc chiéu chiéu dén
quay mua, khong vi ly do gi khic ngoai viéc
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phuc vu ching la Celia.

Thinh linh m&t chudi sy ¢d ndi ti€p nhau dé
1én chung. Cac s kién tdi tap theo nhau sat
san sat dén ndi Cucho khong cé thoi gio dé
nhan biét chuyén gi dang xay ra.

PAu tién ciing 1a diéu kinh khiing nhat vi
khong gi té hai bing moét thing bé ganh tirc
ndi cho cha Celia biét con gai 6ng dang lam
gi. Néu 6ng cha tiém banh ngot cAm con gai
minh lam viéc trong ti€ém banh cua chinh
minh, tiém banh sang trong nhat quan, thi
ban ¢d thé tuéng tuwgng 6ng tire gian dén c&
nao khi biét con gai minh dang ban keo va hat
hudng duong tai quiy trén duong phd. Ong
phat c6 bé bing cich cAm ra khéi nha trong
mot thang, va ¢6 bé chi 1én ra duge mot 1an
khi tan treong dé giai thich cho Cucho biét
chuyén gi da xay ra.

Celia suyt 0a 1én khéc con Cucho thi 4o nao
suy sup. Chuing khong biét phai tir gid nhau ra
lam sao vi ca hai tudng nhu khéng con gap lai
nhau dugc nira. TAt ca nhirng gi ma Cucho cé
thé nghi ra dé€ ndi la: “Nghe nay, Celia, chuyén
kem trong banh ban cho minh bi chua la
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khong dung... va chuyén ba minh khong thich
banh ngot ciing khong dung nét.”

Du diy chi 1a chuyén trong qua ki nhung
¢O bé hiéu chinh xdc Cucho mudn ndi gi va
khong ndi thém 10i ndo nira, c6 quay di roi
chay bién.

That 1a mét tham hoa khiing khié€p! Tir ngay
4y tré di, mot chi nhdc trong 16p Cucho mang
bai bai tap dén cho nd. Viéc duy nhit Cucho
lam 14 quing ching vao hdc tu vi né khong
con hang say lam gi nira ca.

Malena rang sirc an ui no, giai thich tai sao
con gai nhu Celia khong thé loanh quanh ban
hang & quiy xe trén pho.

Nhung an ui nhw thé ciing khong giup
dugce gi khi tai wong thi hai ap téi. LAn nay 1a
Jeronimo, chdu ho ctia bac Ambrosio qué c0,
xudt hién trong khu ph6é vao mdt budi sang
va doi Cucho giao quiy xe cho hin. P46 1a ly
do tai sao 6ng Tom Hum tdc dai va ban gai
6ng da lo 1ing. Hai ngudi da thiy hin rinh rap
mAay ngay qua, chi trdnh méat phan nao thoi
dé xem xem viéc lam An ctia bac han hiéu qua
nhu thé ndo. Nhung hai ngusi khong mudn
nai gi cho Cucho nghe vi ho hy vong 14 han sé&
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b6 qua moi y do.

That hét sikc xui xéo, vao mdt budi sang ga
dan 6ng xuit hién doi quiy xe thi khong co
ong Tom Hum va ciing khong c6 Malena & do,
vi ho da di chg badn dob cii Rastro dé mua thém
hang. Hay ¢4 thé 1a hin c¢6 tinh chon ngay iy
vi thdy Cucho don ddc mdt minh. Du ly do ra
sao di nita, hin da tién dén thang bé va ndi
khong vong vo chi ca: “Réi, thang 16i, tao dén
dé 14y lai quay hang ctia bac tao. Tién niy may
kiém ra duge trong may ngay qua may dugce
phép gitr 14y.”

HAn cAm trong tay mot ciy giy va néi véi
giong rat dir ton. Truede tién Cucho khéng ndi
gi va theo phan ng 1Ui ra khoi xe diy vi c6 vé
nhu ga dan 6ng mang gy theo dé danh né
néu no cai lai.

Khi Iui xa khéi tAm gay roi, Cucho thu hét
can dam ndi: “Nghe nay, toi giup bac cua anh
va chung toi chia doi tién bac”

“Nay, tao khong can ai giup, néu can tao sé
bao may.”

Cach ga noi lam Cucho phat hoang. B6 chay
vé nha dé nodi cho ba nghe hét moi chuyén, né
thdy ba dang khéc. N6 dodn chic 1a vi quay
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B6 chay vé nha dé ndi cho ba nghe

hét moi chuyén, nd thiy ba dang khdc.
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xe, nhung Cucho nhan ra ring ba khong thé
nao nghe dugc nhirng gi da xay ra trong thoi
gian ngin ngui nhu thé, vi vay né cam thiy
cang hoang sg hon.

“C6 chuyén gi vay ba?”

Khi thdy Cucho, ba lau nudc mét réi giai
thich:

“Cht nha nay dén gip ba. Ong ta ndi né da
hw hét va ndi 1a ba chdu minh phai di ra khoi
day thoi. Néu minh khong di, 6ng 4y sé bao
SG Ciru hoa”

Cucho khong hiéu nhitng diéu ndy chut
nao. Linh cru hoda la nguoi chira chay, vay
chic 1a cht nha mudn d6t nha dé ép hai ba
chau phai di thoi, réi sau dd bao linh ciru hoa
tdi dap hra.

Cucho héi ba: “Nhung... minh phai roi dau?”

“RoOi can hé nay.”

“Nhung roi minh sé di dau?”

Cau hoi nay lai khi€n ba sut sui va ba giai
thich: “Ong 4y ndi diéu ba phai lam 1a di vao
nha nuoi ngudi gia”

Khi Cucho nghe th4y cdi tir kinh khiing nay,
no khong con ty chu dugce nita va cling bat
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khéc trong vong tay ctia ba, khi 4y ba ndi dén
chuyén té hai nhat: “Khong sao, cung, vdi tién
chau kiém duge tir quiay hang, minh cé thé
muén mot phong ¢ dau do cho hai ba chau
minh. Thuong dé€ c¢d thé ép minh chit dinh
nhung ngai khong nghién nat nguoi ta dau.”

Cho du Thugng dé c6 nghién nat nguoi ta
hay khong, thi Cucho ciing bat dau giai thich
la da bi téng ra khoi quay. Ba 1ao thd hén hén
nhu thé bi ngat tho.

Nhung thyce ra ba khong ngat va vai phut
sau, ba bao Cucho: “Ba chau minh di nha tho”

Cucho c§ gang hét sirc dé 1am theo 10i ba,
va ba 140 ti 1én vai thing bé, ndm chit cay
gay, Cucho dua ba tdi duge nha tho St.Martin
cich do hai khu phd. Cucho nghi 14 ba mudén
noi chuyén véi Cha xir 1a nguoi ba quen, va
xin nho giup do, nhung ba khong di vao trong
phong hop gido xi&. Ba chi ngdi trén ghé, mét
huwdng vé ban tho, réi ding trude twgng Die
Me dbng trinh, ba thi thAm vdi Cucho: “Hay
cau xin Pirc Me dong trinh giup d& ching ta”

Va Cucho cau xin; nhung két qua lai khong
tét vi cung trong budi chiéu hom 4y nd thiy
minh phéi dén try s¢ canh sat. S6 1a sau khi an
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trwa, Cucho ra khu ph6 chg dgi 6ng Tom Hum
vé. Khi di ngang qua Jeronimo véGi khoang
cach an toan, Cucho li€c nhin xem ga trong
coi quay nhu thé nao. Cucho tO mo mudn biét
ga co dinh gid hang ding khong.

TSi dung gio thuong 1€, 6ng ban téc dai va
cO Malena xuét hién va Cucho nhanh chdng
bdo cho ho biét chuyén gi xay ra. Tdm Hum
mat tai lai nhung c6 ban gai thi dé mat tirc
gian. TGm Hum c¢6 vé chip nhan tinh canh va
chi ban bac: “Chu da lo chuyén nay c6 thé xay
ra. Cai thing ti tién x4u xa nay da xai hét chin
ngan dong va bay gio tré lai kiém thém day
ma.”

biéu duy nhit Malena néi la: “A, néu hin
tré lai kiém thém tién thi chic chin han sé cé
thém day.”

Va c6 4y lién di thing t&i quiy, TOm Hum
theo sét gét nai ni c6 bét ndng va dé 6ng noi
chuyén véi ga kia. Khi Jeronimo thiy ho tién
dén, ga chdp cai dui cui va cd vé chdng tra
quyét liét. Tom Hum niu ban gdi lai va ¢ géng
budc c6 dirng sau lung 6ng; nhung viéc do
khong dé dang gi, thé nén ong lich sy giai
thich cho Jeronimo: “Thé nay, anh ban a, quay
nay qua thye 1 cua bac anh, khong ai chéi cai
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diéu 4y, nhung bac Ambrosio di hun hap lam
an vdi cau bé nay,” va khi néi nhw thé 6ng chi
vé hudng Cucho, Iic d6 dang ding nhin lo
1Ang. “Trong trudng hop nhu vay, cadch hgp ly
nhat la Cucho nén dugec tiép tuc quan xuyén
quay va chia cho anh phan ntra lgi tire.”

“Tao khong can ai giup tao trong cong viéc
cua tao,” nguoi dan 6ng dap lai, giong de doa.

“T6i khuyén cdo anh”, Tom Hum nodi, néu
ching t6i dwa anh ra toa, toa sé tuyén bd co
lgi cho cau bé nay day. Cucho cé ngudi lam
chung..”

Nhung Jeronimo khong dé 6ng noi hét 10i,
han lién quo dui cui 1én v him doa: “Quan
tdoa nay du tét cho ta réi!” Han 4m chi cai dui
Cui.

Khong biét c¢é phai Malena s¢ hin danh
ban trai ctia c6, hay don gian la c6 khong nén
ndi con gian di, sy thé 12 ¢ hét lai hin rang:
“Con ta thi vui long vdi cdi nay!”

Va Malena vung ca hai tay nang cai tui di
chg cua minh cao qua dau va dap 1én dau
Jerinimo, hin 14p titc ngi 1an quay mdt déng
ra dat. Nhwng Tom Hum sai 1Aam khi ghim c6
ban gdi ra phia sau lic c6 sip stra bdi thém
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Malena dung ca hai tay nang cai tui

di cho ctia minh cao qud dau
va dap lén dau Jeronimo...
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mot cu nira, thé 14 Jeronimo dirng diy dugce
va dung gay quat vao dau Tom Hum lam rach

da, mau tudn xdi xa.

Khi thdy ban trai d6 mau, Malena néi dién
mu quang. C6 nhay x6 vao tan cong Jeronimo
va x0 han vao quiy that manh dén ndi Cucho
th4y ngay ring du két qua cudc chién ra sao
di nira, thi coéng viéc lam an citing chadm dit
han réi. Qua that 14 quiy da bi nat tan tirng
manh, tat ca keo va nhirng thit khic tung tée

trén mat dat.

Tuy nhién cudc 4u da khoéng kéo dai 1dm,
vi canh sat dén va bat cad bon mang di. Cucho
khong bi bit vi né chi 1a di¥a bé con, nhung
no cling di cing moi ngudi xem co giup duge
gi khong.

That 12 mdt dém khon khé! TOHm Hum va
Malena & lai don canh sat qua dém. Khi Cucho
di vé nha dé ndi cho ba nghe chuyén gi da
xdy ra, nd di qua khu phé chg Espania va
thdy ai d6 da dung phan coOn lai ciia cdi xe
day v& nat vao mot gde cay. Nhirng gi con sot
lai ciia hang hoa trong quAy chi 1a nhirng cai
tui tréng khong da tirng dung keo, hat huéng
duong, keo mut, phong bi dyng tranh hinh
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mau... TAt cA moi thit khac déu bi an hét hay
bi tré con cudm di khoi khu phd hét réi. Té
hai nhat 1a troi da mwa nén tat ca phan trang
tri ba da 1am cho quiy véi day hy vong dang
nam vuong vai bé bét trén mat dat.

Sang hoém sau, Tom Hum va ban gdai viura
dugce tha ra khoi don, lién dén can ho ap mai
trén duong Moon. Cucho uing hd y dinh bao
vé nd cua Malena, nhwng ngudi phu nir tré
nay lu6n miéng xin 16i vi da qué hung han.

“C6 thé vi c6 ngu qud,” ¢6 ndi mit nhoe 1¢é,
“ma chdu bi mat quay vinh vién.”

Chu bé khong dap 10i, nhung TOm Hum an
Ui ban gai minh, néi: “Truede sau gi ho ciing
bi€t thoi,” va xoay vé phia Cucho 6ng gidi
thich: “Chau bi€t khong, gidy phép cho ban
hang cé tén 6ng Ambrosio va khi 6ng mat di,
khong ai ¢é quyén tiép tuc gilt quay cta ong.
b6 1a 1y do ta bao chdu c tra tién cho canh
sat nhung khong bdo ho biét 1a bac Ambrosio
da qua doi. Nhung bay gio trong tru sé canh
sat ho da phat hién diéu do va quay khong con
thudc vé chdu - hay vé Jeronimo - dugc nira.”

Sw giai thich ctia 6ng khéng gay 4n twgng
nao cho Cucho c4, vi 1é trong khi thly xe day
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bé tan tanh nim d4y, vd dung va réng tuéch
khong con mot mén hang, ndé da khong con
chut nghi ngo vé chuyén viéc 1am an da cham
dut.

Luc d6, chuong ctra reo 1én - chuyén ma ca
thang nay chwa hé xay ra, ba rén ri ndi, giong
triu thwong dau: “Bay gio dén lugt bat hanh
gi nira day?”

Cucho mé ctra va thoat tién khéng nhan
ra ngudi khach. Cucho khong nhan ra khach
vi 6ng la 6ng Antonio, ngudi hang xém choi
ken clarinet nhung mac nguyén bo com-plé,
thit ca vat va doi nén. Ong gid nén ra va bude
vao nha. Trinh trong nhu thuwong 1€, 6ng chao
ba Petroska, hon Cucho va gat dau chao Tom
Hum va ban gdi 6ng 4y, ca hai 6ng chua hé
biét. Xong, vdi vé rat théa méan, 6ng nai:

“Tr& vé nha that tuyét diéu! bi du lich vong
quanh vdi 6ng Coke va dam thanh nién caa
6ng 4y thich thu that nhung téi da biat dau
mong moi duge tré vé nha cii ctia minh.”

“Ong ndi nha cii cling dung 1am!”, 16i than
diy cam tinh cua ba vang 1én: “NJ cii dén nbi
ong s€ khong con & trong nay dugce bao lau
nira dau.”
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Va moi ngudi giai thich cho 6ng biét 1a ngoi
nhi gin sip nat v moi ngudi sip phai don
di. Ong Antonio van dai va gy nhu cdi kén
clarinet ctia 6ng, nhung gio day 6ng khong
quda u 4&m va budn ba. R rang khi 6ng nghe 1a
chinh 6ng ciing s€ phai don di khong c6 nha
g, nhung thay vi rén ri va thd dai, 6ng dap:
“Nhung chic chdn ngdi nha cd thé stra chira
dugc, phai khéng?”

Moi ngudi lic dau.

“Néu tinh canh nhw vay,” 6ng Antonio noi
ma van khong chiit lo rau, “todi sé néi véi dng
Coke mot ti€éng va xem 6ng ta ¢é nghiray gi
khong.”

Loi dé nghi cia 6ng khong ¢6 vé hiva hen
1Am cho hai ba chdu Cucho. Ho con nhd 6ng
Coke 1a nguoi rat t6t nhung cé 1€ hoi khiing
modt chit vi 6ng ta cho ring ba 130 1A mot
thién tai trong nghé may; dé 1a ly do 6ng ta
dat cho ba biét danh “Ba Petroska”.

Tém Hum chwa bao gio gap 6ng nguoi Anh,
nén hoi: “Ma 6ng Coke la ai thé?”

“La nguoi dan 6ng cd thé gidai quyét moi
chuyén kho trong doi,” 6ng Antonio dap
khong chit do dy. Pé t6i cho anh mot vai
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khdi niém cho thdy 6ng 4y khon khéo nhu thé
nao: 6ng trd thanh triéu phd nho lam bau s6
cho mdt nhdm nhac pop gém ¢ bon chang
trai chwa ranh m4y nét nhac do, ré, mi, fa, sol.
GioO thi it ra chung bi€t thém chut dinh réi vi
toi da day d6 ching. Thé nhé, ta khong nén
phi thoi gian thém nira. Toi di tim 6ng 4y day.”

Ong Antonio rdi nha, ciing lich sy nhw khi
ong dén. Va vai gio tréi qua, nodi tuyét vong
ctia nhitng ngudi quay quin cang siu ling
hon vi cang ltic ho cang tin ring 6ng Antonio,
nhu thuong 1€, luén khong may mén.

Qu4d thit vong, ho khong an dugc miéng
nao. Tom Hum khong hikng thu stra soan quay
hang cua 6ng trong khu chg Espania. Va lai,
ong ngai xuat dau 16 dién & noi quen thude
véi cidi dau bang bo vi vét cit do Jeronimo
tang, con tdc tai thi kha 14 do ban va ri xudng
thang tudt. Khi dong hoé diém chin gi® vao t6i
hém dé va khi d6i uyén vong tré dang dinh ra
vé, hira hen vdéi ba 130 1a sé 1am bat ¢ diéu gi
¢4 thé l1am duge dé giup ba, chudng cira reo
vang ron ra theo cach diéu am nhac. Ciing
ron ra khong kém 1a viéc 6ng Coke budce vao.
Ong nguoi Anh hon tay ba Cucho nhu thé ba
1a mdt ba Cong tude va dong thoi khen nggi
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ba: “Cac thong tin t6i nghe 6ng Antonio noi
that tuyét diéu, thua ba Petroska! Toi that
may méin qua! Hay diing hon 13 ching ta may
man qua!”

Ca ba ca chdu déu lo 6ng ban ctia ho da d6
khung hon réi va ho 14y lam buén vi ho rat
thich sy cd mat cua 6ng trong thoi gian may
dong phuc cho céc tay rocker. Nhung 6ng ci
ti€p tuc nhu thé nay, chic 6ng phai vao nha
thwong dién mat. VGi hai ba chau thi dudng
nhu 6ng iy sé ¢6 két cuc dai loai 1a thé. Thinh
linh 6ng ta chi y Tom Hum va hoi: “Téi doan
ong la ngh¢ si, phai khéng?”

Nhung 6ng ta khong doi cau tra 16i vi qua
no6n néng mudn giai thich vi sao moi ngusi
déu may man khi ngdi nha qui hoang tan d6
nat!

“Ma nay, toi phai giai thich, ba Petroska a!
Khi 6ng Antonio bdo cho t6i cac thong tin”
- va Iic dé moi nguoi nhan ra la 6ng nghé
si dang dirng ngay sau lung 6ng ngudi Anh,
diém tinh 1ing nghe 6ng ta ndi - “t6i da goi
dién thoai cho luat s cta tdi. Ong 4y da tim
ra duge ai 1A chu nhan tdoa nha doc nhat vo
nhi nay - va t6i dd mua cua 6ng ta!”

Cucho kinh ngac khi thdy 6ng Coke da hoc
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Ong nguoi Anh hon tay ba Cucho
nhuw thé ba la mét Cong tudc...
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tiéng TAy Ban Nha that tét chi vai thang. Ong
van mang giong nguoi nuwde ngoai nhung gio
khong dung dong tir & dang nguyén miu nira.
Mat khac, nhirng ngudi kia sttng so vi 6ng vira
mua mdt can nha sip sup d6. Tom Hum bdo
cho 6ng biét diéu d4. Ong Coke phat cudi 1én.

“Cha, nghé si cdc ngudi khong hiéu gi ca!
Ng6i nha nay c¢d xwa va tuyét voi va toi du
dinh khéi phuc lai. T6i sé dat van phong & day,
va trong tang trét hudng ra mat tién duong,
chiing ta sé ¢ mot cira hang 16n ban cdc miu
khéc nhau cia nhirng dong phuc danh tiéng
ma nhom Moonlight Rockers da mac va do ba
Petroska thiét ké!”

Ba ngdi nghe, miéng ha hdc, xem day nhu
man xi€c va cam thay di tGi lic dirng day vo
tay.

Ong Antonio thi nghiém tic nhw 1é thudng,
chen vao ndi: “TAt ca nhitng diéu 6ng Coke
ndi déu that ca. Trén duong veé tir ddo Canary,
ong 4y da noi vdi toi tat ca y dinh mé tiém ban
nhitng phuc trang néi tiéng do anh hudng
cta nhom Moonlight Rockers. D6 1a ly do tai
sao vira nghe tin vé ngdi nha nay, 6ng ay da

mé ngay va da mua no..”

Ong Coke hdo ¥ng xen vao: “B&i ngoai tat
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ca nhitng diéu dé, khéong nhitng con dudng
nim ngay sat Gran Via, ma con cdi tén dudng
nita, chuyén nay lam cho cong viéc quang ba
dé dang hon.
CO BAN
TAI PUONG MOON
TRANG PHUC bA bPUQC
NHOM MOONLIGHT ROCKER MAC

Ba co vé tu Iy trong it phut va ndi vdi chau
minh: “Cucho, ngay mai, hé thitc day ba chau
minh phai dén nha th¢ St. Martin va ndi véi
birc Me dong trinh tat ca nhirng gi da xay ra.”

TAt ca nhitng gi 6ng Coke hira lam da dugc
lam - va lam rat tot. Vai ngay sau chuyén
tham cta 6ng, thg xay dung dén day nha. Ho
bat diu sira chita, nhung khong chi phuc ché
lai nét huy hoang hoéi treée ma con lam tét
hon. Viéc nang cép tién trién tGi mie san sau
duogc str dung dé 1ip diat thang mdy; va ba bat
khdc vi ba da cau phép la, nhuwng khong 16n
lao dén thé!

O tAng trét, mot clra hang to dung dugc
khai trrong mang tén:
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THOT TRANG WITH-IT
BA PETROSKA

That ra, vo tinh ba 130 da sang ché kiéu y
phuc vira thoi thugng vira dién ro.

Ba héi 6ng Coke: “Chir ‘with-it’ nghia gi?”

“Ba khong phai lo chuyén 4y, ba Petroska
a, 6ng nguoi Anh déap, “ba chi can thiét ké
trang phuc that t6t ma ba c¢é thé lam dugc. Ba
s& ¢4 dudi tay nhitng thg may khac dé thyce
hién nhitng gi can thiét.”

biéu ky la 1a 6ng Coke khéng cho ba mua
kinh mdéi khi gio day ba c6 du tién mua, ma
van ba ti€p tuc mang kinh thiy Hiéu trudng
da cho dé may va. Vi ba chi thdy phan nira
nhirng gi dang lam khi mang cap kinh 4y, cai
nhin l1éch lac 1am tdc pham cda ba mang vé
dién ro.

Khong & yén dugce 14y mot phiit, 6ng Coke
di thing dén khu chg Espania dé tham quiy
cta Tom Hum: “Anh c6 dinh bao t6i 1a hang ho
rac rudi nhw thé nay ma anh ciing ban dugce
khong?”

“Pugc cht sao khong,” Tom Hum dap tra
miéng, cam thay bi thwong ton.
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“Néu anh ban duwgce may th dé bo xau xi
nay thi sao anh khéng dén cira hang cua toi,
vi chuing t6i sdp 1am gidu bing cich ban cic
mon hang sang trong dit tién.”

Con gian cta T6Hm Hum tan bién ngay vi
gidc mo to tat sudt doi 6ng l1a cd dugce co hoi
ban hang dudi mai nha dang hoang, nhung
lic ndo ciing nghi gidc mo 4y khong bao gio
tré thanh hién thue dugec.

Trude vién canh 4y, Malena cling sung
sudng khong kém va ndi véi ban trai: “vay la
cudi cung bay gi¢ minh ciing cudi nhau duge

A+

roi.

“0 kia, em that tinh nghi viy sao?” Tom
Hum hoi, khéng chic 13 minh mudn 1am dadm
cudi.

“Em khong nghi nhu thé ma 14 em chic
chin nhu thé,” ¢6 ban gdi 6ng dap lai bing
mot giong cing cbi nhw khi ¢d nang tin cong
ga Jeronimo.

“U, anh cfing vay, anh ciing vay”, Tom Hum
voi vang noi, biét qua ro 1a ¢d ban gdi cua
minh c¢6 thé ra lam sao.

Cung lic vdi tat ca nhitng doi khic nay,
Cucho phai di hoc tré lai. M&i dau Cucho nghi
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“Thay hai tai sao em chiang lam bai tap nao

trong suét thdng qua?’,

thay hdi trude miét ca I6p.
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s€ khong thu vi gi vi da quen véi cong viéc
thich thi hon ctia ngudi ban hang trén heé pho.
Nhung ngay khi thiy Celia, Cucho hoan toan
d6i y va hdo hire nhw ngat di duwge. That sy
1a thi ca hai déu then thung khong ddm nhin
nhau. May ma thay Hiéu trudng, trong con
néng gian, chio né bang cach hét twdng lén.

“ThAy hoéi sao em ching lam bai tip nao
trong su6t thang qua?”, thiy hoi trede mat ci
16p.

Cucho nin thinh nhv m6 da.

“Em c6 biét nhw thé ¢ nghia em sé rét ky
thi cudi nam khong?”

Thinh linh con gian cta thay ngudi di chut
it khi thay quay vé hudng Celia: “Nhung em
la nguoi 1€ ra phai giup chi bé ngheo dang
thwong nay phai khong?”

Celia khong noi gi ca, ching “cd” ciing
ching “kh6éng”. Thiy Anselmo hoan toan
lung ting. Cucho khong hé tiyr 4i khi bi kéu 1a
thing bé nghéo dang thuong; that ra sau khi
tan hoc, Celia bdo Cucho: “Du sao minh ciing
giup ban ma.”

“Pugce, va minh sé ké cho ban nghe vé ctra
hang ching minh dang xay dgng. Nhung ban
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khong tin néi dau: b6 14 mot cira hang dang
hoang that su”

M3t 6 bé sdng 1én va c6 hoi: “Clra hang gi
thé?”

“Ctra hang y phuc.”

1>

“Ctra hang y phuc!”, c6 bé hitrng chi reo lén.

“P4 1a loai cira hang té thich nhat trén doi!”
Cucho khdéng chut ngac nhién khi nghe nhw
thé, vi ngoai viéc xinh nhat thi Celia con 1a c6
bé an mac dep nhat thé gian nay.
N6 cam thay chic chin 1a hé 6ng Coke gap
Celia, 6ng sé mudén muén cd bé lam nhan
vién ngay.
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